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POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Finland - AIM-9X SIDEWINDER Missiles

The Government of Finland has requested a possible sale of up to 150 AIM-9X
SIDEWINDER Missiles, 11 AIM-9X Dummy Air Training Missiles, 40 AIM-9X
Captive Air Training Missiles, missile containers, test sets and support equipment,
spare and repair parts, publications and technical data, maintenance, personnel
training and training equipment, U.S. Government and contractor representatives,
contractor engineering and technical support services, and other related elements of
logistics support. The estimated cost is $100 million.

This proposed sale will contribute to the foreign policy and national security of the
United States by helping to improve the security of a friendly country which has been
and continues to be an important force for political stability and economic progress in
Europe.

Finland intends to integrate the AIM-9X SIDEWINDER missile onto its existing fleet
of F/A-18 aircraft as part of its aircraft mid-life upgrade program. Incorporation of
- the missiles onto Finnish F/A-18 aircraft will significantly enhance the Air Force’s
current air-to-air intercept capability. Finland, which already has SIDEWINDER
missiles in its inventory, will have no difficulty absorbing these items.

The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not affect the basic military
balance in the region.

The prime contractor will be Raytheon Systems Corporation of Tucson, Arizona.
Offset agreements associated with this proposed sale are expected, but at this time the
specific offset agreements are undetermined and will be defined in negotiations
between the purchaser and contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will require the assignment of several additional
U.S. Government and contractor representatives for two-week intervals twice annually
to participate in training, program management and technical review.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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Transmittal No. 06-14

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer
Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1)
of the Arms Export Control Act, as amended

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-9X represents a substantial increase in missile acquisition and
kinematics performance over previous variants AIM-9. The missile includes a high off-
boresight seeker, enhanced countermeasure rejection capability, low drag/high angle of
attack airframe, and the ability to integrate the Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing System.
The software algorithms are the most sensitive portions of the AIM-9X missile. The
software continues to be modified during the testing phase in order to improve its
counter-countermeasures capabilities. No software source code or algorithms will be
released. Sensitive and/or classified (up to Secret) elements of the AIM-9X missiles
inciude equipment/hardware, software, training, maintenance, documentation, and
operation/performance.

2. The external view of the AIM-9X SIDEWINDER missile is unclassified and
not sensitive. The seeker/guidance and control section and the target detector are
confidential and contain sensitive state-of-the-art technology. Specifically, the infrared
seeker sensitivity is a significant improvement over the previous AIM-9 variants.
Manuals and technical documents for the AIM-9X that are necessary or support
operational use and organizational maintenance, improved acquisition range, and the
ability to integrate with aircraft sensors are classified up to Secret. Performance and
operating logic of the counter-countermeasures circuits are Secret. The hardware,
software, and data identified are classified to protect vulnerabilities, design and
performance parameters and similar critical information.

3. If a technologically advanced adversary were to obtain knowledge of the
specific hardware and software elements, the information could be used to develop
countermeasures which might reduce weapon system effectiveness or could be used in
the development of a system with similar or advanced capabilities.
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