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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
document gives notice of revisions in 
per diem rates prescribed by the Per 
Diem Travel and Transportation 
Allowance Committee for non-foreign 
areas outside the continental United 
States. It supersedes Civilian Personnel 

Per Diem Bulletin Number 237. 
Distribution of Civilian Personnel Per 
Diem Bulletins by mail was 
discontinued. Per Diem Bulletins 
published periodically in the Federal 
Register now constitute the only 
notification of revisions in per diem 

rates to agencies and establishments 
outside the Department of Defense. For 
more information or questions about per 
diem rates, please contact your local 
travel office. The text of the Bulletin 
follows: 
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Dated: March 23, 2005. 
L.M. Bynum, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 05–6206 Filed 3–29–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 5001–06–C

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Arts in Education Model Development 
and Dissemination Program

AGENCY: Office of Innovation and 
Improvement, Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice of final priority, 
requirements, and definitions. 

SUMMARY: The Assistant Deputy 
Secretary for Innovation and 
Improvement announces a priority, 
requirements, and definitions under the 
Arts in Education Model Development 
and Dissemination program. We may 
use this priority, and these requirements 
and definitions for competitions in 
fiscal year (FY) 2005 and later years. We 
take this action to focus Federal 
financial assistance on an identified 
national need for the enhancement, 
expansion, documentation, evaluation, 
and dissemination of innovative, 
cohesive models that are based on 
research and have demonstrated that 
they effectively: (1) Integrate standards-
based arts education into the core 
elementary and middle school curricula; 
(2) strengthen standards-based arts 
instruction in these grades; and (3) 
improve students’ academic 
performance, including their skills in 
creating, performing, and responding to 
the arts. We intend the priority, 
requirements, and definitions to enable 
the Department to award grants that 
increase the amount of information on 
effective models for arts education that 
is available nationally and that integrate 
the arts with standards-based education 
programs.
DATES: Effective Date: This priority and 
these requirements and definitions are 
effective April 29, 2005.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Diane Austin, U.S. Department of 
Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., 
room 4W214, Washington, DC 20202–
5930. Telephone: (202) 260–1280 or via 
Internet: Diane.Austin@ed.gov. 

If you use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call 
the Federal Relay Service (FRS) at 1–
800–877–8339. 

Individuals with disabilities may 
obtain this document in an alternative 
format (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, or computer diskette) on 
request to the contact person listed 

under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Arts 
in Education Model Development and 
Dissemination Grant program is 
authorized by Title V, Part D, Subpart 
15 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965, as reauthorized 
by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(ESEA). It provides resources that local 
educational agencies (LEAs) and other 
eligible applicants can use in pursuit of 
the objectives of the No Child Left 
Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB), which aims 
for all elementary and secondary 
students to achieve to high standards. 
This program provides an opportunity 
for eligible entities to implement and 
expand effective model programs in 
schools identified for improvement, 
corrective action, or restructuring under 
Title I, Part A of the ESEA. 

We published a notice of proposed 
priority, requirements, and definitions 
for this program in the Federal Register 
on January 13, 2005 (70 FR 2397). The 
notice of proposed priority, 
requirements, and definitions included 
a discussion of the significant issues 
and analysis carried out in the 
determination of the priority, 
definitions, and application 
requirements. (See pages 2398 through 
2399 of that notice.) 

Except for minor editorial revisions, 
there are no differences between the 
notice of proposed priority, 
requirements, and definitions and this 
notice of final priority, requirements, 
and definitions. 

Analysis of Comments and Changes 

In response to our invitation in the 
notice of proposed priority, 
requirements, and definitions, nine 
parties submitted comments. An 
analysis of the comments we received 
and our responses follows. 

We discuss substantive issues under 
the title of the priority, requirement, or 
definition to which they pertain. 
Generally, we do not address technical 
and other minor changes—and 
suggested changes that we are not 
authorized to make under the applicable 
statutory authority. 

A. Proposed Priority 

Comment: One commenter stated that 
the priority should give preference to 
applicants in rural areas because, the 
commenter believes, rural areas with 
migrant populations and large second 
language populations are overlooked 
while a great deal of funding is directed 
to urban areas. 

Discussion: This program provides an 
opportunity for eligible entities to 

develop programs in schools, including 
schools identified for improvement, 
corrective action, or restructuring under 
Title I, Part A of the ESEA. One of the 
application selection criteria requires 
applicants to describe the extent to 
which specific gaps or weaknesses in 
services, infrastructure, or opportunities 
have been identified and will be 
addressed by the proposed project, 
including the nature and magnitude of 
those gaps or weaknesses. This criterion 
provides an opportunity for applicants, 
both urban and rural, to provide 
evidence of need. The criterion should 
thus give both urban and rural 
applicants an opportunity to receive 
funding.

Change: None. 
Comment: One commenter suggested 

that the priority include professional 
development for teachers and teaching 
artists. 

Discussion: We agree that professional 
development for both teachers and 
teaching artists can be an important 
component of an arts education 
program. However, requiring that 
applicants include professional 
development for teachers and teaching 
artists would be too prescriptive. For 
example, not all high-quality projects 
might include the involvement of 
teaching artists in the project design, 
and not all projects might include 
professional development for both 
teachers and teaching artists. A broader 
priority is more appropriate. 

Change: None. 
Comments: One commenter suggested 

that the program be expanded to include 
high schools as well as elementary and 
middle schools to avoid the 
‘‘disconnect’’ between middle and high 
school arts programs. Two additional 
comments, however, supported the 
priority as written. 

Discussion: We agree that arts 
education is important in high school, 
but believe that this program should 
continue to serve elementary and 
middle school only. High school 
students more frequently have the 
opportunity to take art classes from 
teachers who are highly qualified in 
their subject area. Elementary and 
middle school teachers often are 
required to include the arts standards as 
a part of the core curriculum even if 
they have little or no pre-service arts 
instruction. The priority as proposed, 
therefore, would increase the 
opportunity for students in elementary 
and middle school grades to receive 
high-quality arts-infused instruction. 

Change: None.
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