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BILLING CODE 5001-06-C

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Record of Decision for Navy Air-to-
Ground Training at Avon Park Air

Force Range, Florida

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DOD.

ACTION: Notice of record of decision.

SUMMARY: The Department of the Navy
announces its decision to conduct all
components of “air-to-ground ordnance
delivery and training " of integrated and
sustainment levels of the Fleet Forces
Command’s Fleet Readiness Training
Program at Avon Park Air Force Range,
Florida. Air-to-ground readiness

training includes delivery of inert and
high-explosive ordnance from tactical
jets such as the Navy’s Hornet and
Super Hornet strike/fighter aircraft.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Will Sloger, Southern Division Naval
Facilities Engineering Command (Code
ES12), 2155 Eagle Drive, North

Charleston, SC 29406, telephone 843 —
820-5797.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION : The text of
the entire Record of Decision (ROD) is
provided as follows: Pursuant to section
102(2)(c) of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, 42 U.S.C.
4332(2)(c), and the regulations of the
Council on Environmental Quality that
implement NEPA procedures, 40 CFR
parts 1500—1508, the Department of the
Navy announces its decision to conduct
all components of ‘“air-to-ground
ordnance delivery and training " of the
Fleet Forces Command’s Fleet
Readiness Training Program (FRTP) at
Avon Park Air Force Range (APAFR).
The proposed training at APAFR will be
accomplished as set out in alternative 6,
described in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) as the preferred
alternative.

The Navy proposes to expand
APAFR’s capabilities to allow delivery
of high explosive (HE) ordnance during
air-to-ground ordnance delivery
training, a critical element of FRTP.
Training would originate from afloat
Navy carrier strike groups (CSG)
operating in either the Atlantic Ocean or
the Gulf of Mexico. The purpose of the

proposed action is to improve and
enhance the number and location of
range resources for the FRTP and,
consequently, increase its flexibility to
conduct training in preparation for
deploying CSGs in support of national
defense missions. Section 5062 of Title
10 of the United States Code directs the
Chief of Naval Operations to organize,
train, and equip Naval forces for
combat. To fulfill its statutory mission,
the Atlantic Fleet needs combat-capable
air forces ready to deploy worldwide.

Three FRTP training exercises are
typically conducted annually.

Depending on world conditions and
military requirements, up to six

exercises could occur within a given

year. At APAFR, each exercise would be
expected to use the range for 20 days (10
days for exercise activities, seven days
for explosive ordnance disposal [EOD]
sweeps, plus a three-day backup).

As part of training conducted during
the various phases of the FRTP, the
Navy would continue its use of APAFR
and other ranges near the Atlantic and
the Gulf of Mexico such as the Navy
ranges at Rodman, FL and Lake George,
FL; the Marine Corps ranges at
Townsend, GA (operated by the Georgia



