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UNITED STATES (US) NOTES 

* * * * * 
US399 Except as indicated below, the 

frequency bands 161.9625–161.9875 
MHz (AIS 1 with its center frequency at 
161.975 MHz) and 162.0125–162.0375 
MHz (AIS 2 with its center frequency at 
162.025 MHz) are allocated to the 
maritime mobile service on a primary 
basis for Federal Government and non- 
Federal Government use, and shall be 
used exclusively for Automatic 
Identification Systems. However, in 
VHF Public Coast Station Areas 
(VPCSAs) 1–9, site-based VHF Public 
Coast stations licensed prior to [effective 
date of this order] may continue to 
operate on a co-primary basis in the 
frequency band 161.9625–161.9875 
MHz until expiration of the license term 
for licenses in active status as of 
[effective date of this order], and in 
VPCSAs 10–42, the band 161.9625– 
161.9875 MHz is allocated to the 
maritime mobile service on a primary 
basis for exclusive non-Federal 
Government use. See 47 CFR 
80.371(c)(1)(ii) for the definitions of 
VPCSAs. 
* * * * * 

PART 80—STATIONS IN THE 
MARITIME SERVICES 

� 3. The authority citation for part 80 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: Secs. 4, 303, 307(e), 309, and 
332, 48 Stat. 1066, 1082, as amended; 47 
U.S.C. 154, 303, 307(e), 309, and 332, unless 
otherwise noted. Interpret or apply 48 Stat. 
1064–1068, 1081–1105, as amended; 47 
U.S.C. 151–155, 301–609; 3 UST 3450, 3 UST 
4726, 12 UST 2377. 

� 4. Section 80.5 is amended by adding 
a definition for ‘‘Automatic 
Identification Systems (AIS)’’, in 
alphabetical order, to read as follows: 

§ 80.5 Definitions. 

* * * * * 
Automatic Identification Systems 

(AIS). A maritime navigation safety 
communications system standardized 
by the International Telecommunication 
Union (ITU) and adopted by the 
International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) that provides vessel information, 
including the vessel’s identity, type, 
position, course, speed, navigational 
status and other safety-related 
information automatically to 
appropriately equipped shore stations, 
other ships, and aircraft; receives 
automatically such information from 
similarly fitted ships; monitors and 
tracks ships; and exchanges data with 
shore-based facilities. 
* * * * * 

� 5. Section 80.13 is amended by 
revising paragraph (c) to read as follows: 

§ 80.13 Station license required. 

* * * * * 
(c) A ship station is licensed by rule 

and does not need an individual license 
issued by the FCC if the ship station is 
not subject to the radio equipment 
carriage requirements of any statute, 
treaty or agreement to which the United 
States is signatory, the ship station does 
not travel to foreign ports, and the ship 
station does not make international 
communications. A ship station 
licensed by rule is authorized to 
transmit radio signals using a marine 
radio operating in the 156–162 MHz 
band, any type of AIS, any type of 
EPIRB, and any type of radar 
installation. All other transmissions 
must be authorized under a ship station 
license. Even though an individual 
license is not required, a ship station 
licensed by rule must be operated in 
accordance with all applicable operating 
requirements, procedures, and technical 
specifications found in this part. 
� 6. Section 80.371 is amended by 
revising paragraphs (c)(1)(i), (c)(2) and 
(c)(3) to read as follows: 

§ 80.371 Public correspondence 
frequencies. 

* * * * * 
(c) * * * 
(1)(i) The frequency pairs listed in the 

following table are available for 
assignment to public coast stations for 
public correspondence communications 
with ship stations and units on land. 

WORKING CARRIER FREQUENCY PAIRS 
IN THE 156–162 MHZ BAND 1 

Channel designator 

Carrier frequency 
(MHz) 

Ship 
transmit 

Coast 
transmit 

24 .......................... 157.200 161.800 
84 .......................... 157.225 161.825 
25 .......................... 157.250 161.850 
85 2 ........................ 157.275 161.875 
26 .......................... 157.300 161.900 
86 .......................... 157.325 161.925 
27 .......................... 157.350 161.950 
87 4 5 ..................... 157.375 161.975 
28 .......................... 157.400 162.000 
88 3 ........................ 157.425 162.025 

1 For special assignment of frequencies in 
this band in certain areas of Washington 
State, the Great Lakes and the east coast of 
the United States pursuant to arrangements 
between the United States and Canada, see 
subpart B of this part. 

2 The frequency pair 157.275/161.875 MHz 
is available on a primary basis to ship and 
public coast stations. In Alaska it is also avail-
able on a secondary basis to private mobile 
repeater stations. 

3 Within that portion of VHF Public Coast 
Station Areas (VPCSAs) 1 through 9 listed in 
the table in paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this section 
within 120 km (75 miles) of the United States/ 
Canada border, in the area of the Great 
Lakes, the Saint Lawrence Seaway, and the 
Puget Sound and the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
and its approaches, Maritime VHF Channel 
88A (157.425 MHz) is available for use for 
public correspondence communications, sub-
ject to prior coordination with Canada. Mari-
time VHF Channel 88B (162.025 MHz) is 
available only for Automatic Identification Sys-
tem communications. One hundred twenty kil-
ometers (75 miles) from the United States/ 
Canada border 157.425 MHz is available for 
intership and commercial communications. 
Outside the Puget Sound area and its ap-
proaches and the Great Lakes, 157.425 MHz 
is available for communications between com-
mercial fishing vessels and associated aircraft 
while engaged in commercial fishing activities. 

4 Within VHF Public Coast Station Areas 
(VPCSAs) 1 through 9 listed in the table in 
paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this section, Maritime 
VHF Channel 87B (161.975 MHz) may be 
used only for Automatic Identification System 
communications. 

5 No license authorizing a site-based VHF 
Public Coast Station or a Private Land Mobile 
Radio Station to operate on maritime VHF 
Channel 87B (161.975 MHz) in one of the 
nine maritime VHF Public Coast Service Areas 
(VPCSAs) listed in the table in paragraph 
(c)(1)(ii) will be renewed unless the license is 
or has been modified to remove Channel 87B 
as an authorized frequency. 

* * * * * 
(2) Any recovered channel pairs will 

revert automatically to the holder of the 
VPCSA license within which such 
channels are included, except the 
channel pairs listed in the table in 
paragraph (c)(1)(i) of this section. Those 
channel pairs, and any channel pairs 
recovered where there is no VPCSA 
licensee, will be retained by the 
Commission for future licensing. 

(3) VPCSA licensees may not operate 
on Channel 228B (162.0125 MHz), 
which is available for use in the Coast 
Guard’s Ports and Waterways Safety 
System (PAWSS). In addition, VPCSA 
licensees in VPCSAs 1–9 may not 
operate on Channel AIS 1 (161.975 
MHz) or Channel AIS 2 (162.025 MHz), 
which are designated in those areas 
exclusively for Automatic Identification 
Systems (AIS), except to transmit and 
receive AIS communications to the 
same extent, and subject to the same 
limitations, as other shore stations 
participating in AIS. 
* * * * * 
� 7. Section 80.373 is amended by 
revising paragraph (j) to read as follows. 

§ 80.373 Private communications 
frequencies. 

* * * * * 
(j) Frequencies for portable ship 

stations. VHF frequencies authorized for 
stations authorized carrier frequencies 
in the 156.275 MHz to 157.450 MHz and 
161.575 MHz to 162.025 MHz bands 
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may also be authorized as marine utility 
stations. Marine-utility stations on shore 
must not cause interference to any 
Automatic Identification System, VHF 
or coast station, VHF or UHF land 
mobile base station, or U.S. Government 
station. 
� 8. Section 80.393 is added to subpart 
H to read as follows: 

§ 80.393 Frequencies for AIS stations. 
Automatic Identification Systems 

(AIS) is a maritime broadcast service. 
The simplex channels at 161.975 MHz 
(AIS 1) and 162.025 MHz (AIS 2), each 
with a 25 kHz bandwidth, may be 
authorized in VHF Public Coast Station 
Areas 1–9 for AIS, and the frequency 
162.025 MHz (AIS 2) also may be 
authorized in VHF Public Coast Station 
Areas 10–42 for AIS. The VHF Public 
Coast Station Areas are codified at 47 
CFR 80.371(c)(1)(ii). In accordance with 
the Maritime Transportation Security 
Act, the United States Coast Guard 
regulates AIS carriage requirements for 
non-Federal Government ships. These 
requirements are codified at 33 CFR 
164.46, 401.20. 

[FR Doc. 06–8655 Filed 10–11–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6712–01–P 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION 

47 CFR Parts 2 and 80 

[WT Docket No. 04–344; PR Docket No. 92– 
257; FCC 06–108] 

Maritime Communications 

AGENCY: Federal Communications 
Commission. 
ACTION: Final rule. 

SUMMARY: In this document, the 
Commission denies a petition for 
reconsideration of the Automatic 
Identification Systems (AIS) equipment 
certification requirements for ship 
station equipment that were adopted in 
the Sixth Report and Order in PR Docket 
No. 92–257. The Commission concludes 
that there is no compelling justification 
for adopting domestic AIS equipment 
certification standards that diverge from 
the international standards. In support 
of this conclusion, the Commission 
notes that any such departure from the 
international standards would delay AIS 
deployment in the United States, 
discourage voluntary AIS carriage, and 
create other problems, including 
difficulties in AIS coordination with 
maritime authorities of other nations. 
DATES: Effective October 12, 2006. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jeffrey Tobias, Jeff.Tobias@FCC.gov, 

Public Safety and Critical Infrastructure 
Division, Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau, (202) 418–0680, or TTY (202) 
418–7233. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
summary of the Federal 
Communications Commission’s Fourth 
Memorandum Opinion and Order, FCC 
06–108, adopted on July 20, 2006, and 
released on July 24, 2006. The full text 
of this document is available for 
inspection and copying during normal 
business hours in the FCC Reference 
Center, 445 12th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20554. The complete 
text may be purchased from the 
Commission’s copy contractor, Best 
Copy and Printing, Inc., 445 12th Street, 
SW., Room CY–B402, Washington, DC 
20554. The full text may also be 
downloaded at http://www.fcc.gov. 
Alternative formats are available to 
persons with disabilities by sending an 
e-mail to fcc504@fcc.gov or by calling 
the Consumer & Governmental Affairs 
Bureau at 202–418–0530 (voice), 202– 
418–0432 (tty). 

1. In the Sixth Report and Order in PR 
Docket No. 92–257, the Commission 
adopted rules providing for the 
certification of AIS equipment that 
complies with the international 
standards for such equipment. In a 
petition for reconsideration of that 
decision, MariTEL, Inc. (MariTEL) 
contended that the adopted AIS 
equipment certification requirements 
will have a devastating impact on 
MariTEL because the international AIS 
emission mask is not as rigorous as the 
otherwise applicable U.S. emission 
mask, and, more importantly, the 
procedures for measuring compliance 
with the international mask are flawed 
so that equipment approved as 
compliant may not in fact comply even 
with the more lenient emission mask. 
MariTEL further argued that, in 
adopting AIS equipment certification 
requirements that incorporate by 
reference the international standards for 
such equipment, the Commission 
effectively ceded its authority over 
domestic spectrum use to international 
authorities, abrogating its obligation to 
exercise independent judgment to 
determine whether a particular 
regulation would serve the domestic 
public interest. 

2. The Commission agrees with 
MariTEL that the Commission should 
not incorporate international standards 
in its own rules automatically, without 
considering whether, on balance, those 
international standards would serve the 
domestic public interest. The 
Commission believes, however, based 
on the record, that it serves the public 

interest for the Commission to establish 
AIS equipment certification standards 
that conform to the international 
standards. The adoption of U.S.-specific 
standards for AIS equipment could 
preclude the development of a seamless 
global AIS network and complicate 
international AIS coordination. This 
would reduce the effectiveness of AIS as 
a tool against terrorism. It would also 
reduce the value of AIS for maritime 
safety, especially if U.S.-certified 
equipment were not interoperable with 
AIS equipment approved under the 
international standards. It could also 
lead to the premature obsolescence of 
installed AIS devices meeting the 
international standards, and result in 
stranded inventory for AIS equipment 
manufacturers who have relied on the 
international standards in designing AIS 
devices. In addition, adoption of a 
separate standard could increase the 
costs to U.S. vessels of complying with 
the domestic AIS carriage requirement 
(and potentially also increase AIS costs 
for foreign-flagged vessels transiting 
U.S. waters) by making U.S.-approved 
AIS equipment more expensive and/or 
necessitating carriage of two different 
AIS devices. Adding to the cost of AIS 
equipment would also create a 
disincentive to voluntary AIS carriage, 
further undermining the effectiveness of 
AIS. Furthermore, the current record in 
this proceeding does not provide a basis 
for immediate adoption of an alternative 
AIS equipment standard. Therefore, if 
the Commission were to grant 
MariTEL’s petition for reconsideration, 
it would appear that the Commission 
would also have to request further 
comment to determine precisely what 
standard should be adopted in part 80 
in lieu of incorporating the international 
standards by reference. This would 
engender considerable uncertainty in 
both the maritime and the 
manufacturing communities, 
internationally as well as domestically, 
for a significant period of additional 
time. All of these factors would serve to 
delay and limit effective, efficient and 
expeditious AIS implementation in the 
United States, which would clearly be 
contrary to the public interest. On the 
other hand, continued reliance on the 
international standards in certifying AIS 
equipment under part 80 would permit 
domestic AIS deployment to proceed 
unabated, provide certainty to the 
affected entities, encourage voluntary 
AIS carriage, minimize the costs of AIS 
implementation (for the United States 
Government as well as private sector 
entities), and permit the development of 
a seamless global AIS network in which 
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