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[FR Doc. 06–9240 Filed 11–16–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 5001–06–C 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services; Overview 
Information; National Institute on 
Disability and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDRR)—Small Business Innovative 
Research Program (SBIR)—Phase I; 
Notice Inviting Applications for New 
Awards for Fiscal Year (FY) 2007 

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
(CFDA) Number: 84.133S–1. 

Dates: Applications Available: 
November 17, 2006. Deadline for 
Transmittal of Applications: January 31, 
2007. 

Eligible Applicants: Entities that are, 
at the time of award, small business 
concerns as defined by the Small 
Business Administration (SBA). This 
definition is included in the application 
package. 

All technology, science, or 
engineering firms with strong research 
capabilities in any of the priority areas 
listed in this notice are encouraged to 
participate. 

Consultative or other arrangements 
between these firms and universities or 
other non-profit organizations are 
permitted, but the small business 
concern must serve as the grantee. For 
Phase I projects, at least two-thirds of 
the research and/or analytic activities 
must be performed by the proposing 
firm. Furthermore, the total of all 
consultant fees, facility leases or usage 
fees, and other subcontracts or purchase 
agreements may not exceed one-third of 
the total funding award. 

If it appears that an applicant 
organization does not meet the 

eligibility requirements, we will request 
an evaluation by the SBA. Under 
circumstances in which eligibility is 
unclear, we will not make an SBIR 
award until the SBA makes a 
determination. 

Estimated Available Funds: The 
Administration has requested 
$5,000,000 for the SBIR program for FY 
2007, of which we intend to use an 
estimated $1,125,000 for new Phase I 
awards. The actual level of funding, if 
any, depends on final congressional 
action. However, we are inviting 
applications to allow enough time to 
complete the grant process if Congress 
appropriates funds for this program. 

Note: The estimated amount of funds 
available for new Phase I awards is based 
upon the estimated threshold SBIR allocation 
for the Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services (OSERS), minus prior 
commitments for Phase II continuation 
awards. 

Estimated Range of Awards: $70,000– 
75,000. 

Estimated Average Size of Awards: 
$72,000. 

Maximum Award: We will reject any 
application that proposes a budget 
exceeding $75,000 for a single budget 
period of six months. The Assistant 
Secretary for Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services may change the 
maximum amount through a notice 
published in the Federal Register. 

Note: The maximum award amount 
includes direct and indirect costs and fees. 

Estimated Number of Awards: 15. 
Note: The Department is not bound by any 

estimates in this notice. 

Project Period: Up to six months for 
Phase I awards. 

Full Text of Announcement 

I. Funding Opportunity Description 

Purpose of Program: The purpose of 
this program is to stimulate 
technological innovation in the private 
sector, strengthen the role of small 
business in meeting Federal research or 
research and development (R/R&D) 
needs, increase the commercial 
application of the U.S. Department of 
Education (ED or the Department) 
supported research results, and improve 
the return on investment from federally 
funded research for economic and social 
benefits to the Nation. 

Note: This program is in concert with 
President George W. Bush’s New Freedom 
Initiative (NFI) and NIDRR’s Final Long- 
Range Plan for FY 2005–2009 (Plan). The NFI 
can be accessed on the Internet at the 
following site: http://www.whitehouse.gov/ 
infocus/newfreedom 

The Plan, which was published in the 
Federal Register on February 15, 2006 
(71 FR Doc 8165), can be accessed on 
the Internet at the following site: http:// 
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/ 
nidrr/policy.html 

Through the implementation of the 
NFI and the Plan, NIDRR seeks to—(1) 
Improve the quality and utility of 
disability and rehabilitation research; 
(2) Foster an exchange of expertise, 
information, and training to facilitate 
the advancement of knowledge and 
understanding of the unique needs of 
traditionally underserved populations; 
(3) Determine best strategies and 
programs to improve rehabilitation 
outcomes for underserved populations; 
(4) Identify research gaps; (5) Identify 
mechanisms of integrating research and 
practice; and (6) Disseminate findings. 
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