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3. The AN/ASQ-228 Advance Targeting Forward-Looking Infrared (ATFLIR)
Pod is a multi-sensor, electro-optical targeting pod incorporating infrared, low-light
television camera, laser rangefinder/target designator, and laser spot tracker. It is used
to provide navigation and targeting for military aircraft in adverse weather and using
precision-guided weapons such as laser-guided bombs. It offers much greater target
resolution and image accuracy than previous systems. ATFLIR presently is used only
by the US Navy on the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet, although it is compatible with the
earlier F/A-18C/D. It is normally carried on one of the fuselage stations otherwise used
for AIM-120 AMRAAM missiles.

4. The AN/ALQ-214 is an advanced air-borne Integrated Defensive Electronic
Countermeasures (IDECM) programmable modular automated system capable of
intercepting, identifying, processing received radar signals (pulsed and continuous) and
applying an optimum countermeasures technique in the direction of the radar signal,
thereby improving individual aircraft probability of survival from a variety of surface-
to-air and air-to-air RF threats. The system operates in a standalone or Electronic
Warfare (EW) suite mode. In the EW suite mode, the ALQ-214 operates in a fully
coordinated mode with the towed dispensable decoy, Radar Warning Receiver (RWR),
various dispensable countermeasures, and the onboard radar in the F/A-18E/F in a
coordinated, non-interference manner sharing information for enhanced information.
The ALQ-214 was designed to operate in a high-density Electromagnetic Hostile
Environment with the ability to identify and counter a wide variety of multiple threats
including those with Doppler characteristics. Hardware within the AN/ALQ-214 is
classified Confidential.

5. The Joint Helmet Mounted Cueing System (JHMCS) is a modified HGU-55/P
helmet that incorporates a visor-projected Heads-Up Display (HUD) to cue weapons
and aircraft sensors to air and ground targets. In close combat, a pilot must currently
align the aircraft to shoot at a target. JHMCS allows the pilot to simply look at a target
to shoot. This system projects visual targeting and aircraft performance information
on the back of the helmet’s visor, enabling the pilot to monitor this information without
interrupting his field of view through the cockpit canopy, the system uses a magnetic
transmitter unit fixed to the pilot's seat and a magnetic field probe mounted on the
helmet to define helmet pointing positioning. A Helmet Vehicle Interface (HVI)
interacts with the aircraft system bus to provide signal generation for the helmet
display. This provides significant improvement for close combat targeting and
engagement. Hardware is Unclassified; technical data and documents are classified up
to Secret.
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6. The Multifunctional Informational Distribution System (MIDS) Low Volume
Terminal (LVT) is classified Confidential. The MIDS LVT is a secure data and voice
communication network using the Link-16 architecture. The system provides enhanced
situational awareness, positive identification of participants within the network, secure
fighter-to-fighter connectivity, secure voice capability, and ARN-118 TACAN
functionality. It provides three major functions: Air Control, Wide Area Surveillance,
and Fighter-to-Fighter. The MIDS LVT can be used to transfer data in Air-to-Air, Air-
to-Surface, and Air-to-Ground scenarios. MIDS LVT is classified as Confidential. The

MIDS enhanced Interference Blanking Unit (EIBU) provides validation and
verification of equipment and concept. EIBU enhances input/output signal capacity of
the MIDS LVT and addresses parts obsolescence.

7. The AN/PVS-9 Night Vision Goggles provide imagery sufficient for an aviator
to complete nighttime missions down to starlight and extreme low light conditions. The
AN/PVS-9 is designed to satisfy the F/A-18 mission requirements for covert night
combat, engagement, and support. The third generation light amplification tubes
provide a high-performance, image-intensification system for optimized F/A-18 night
flying at terrain-masking altitudes. The AN/PVS-9 night vision goggles are classified as
Unclassified but with restrictions on release of technologies.

8. If a technologically advanced adversary were to obtain knowledge of the
specific hardware or software in this proposed sale, the information could be used to
develop countermeasures which might reduce weapon system effectiveness or be used in
the development of a system with similar or advance capabilities.
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AGENCY: Office of the Secretary,
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice describes the
changes made to the TRICARE DRG-
based payment system. It also provides
the updated fixed loss cost outlier
threshold, cost-to-charge ratios, and the
Internet address for accessing the
updated adjusted standardized amount
and DRG relative weights to be used for
FY 2008 under the TRICARE DRG-based
payment system.

DATES: Effective Dates: This FY 2008
DRG update is effective for admissions
occurring on or after October 1.

ADDRESSES: TRICARE Management
Activity (TMA), Medical Benefits and

Reimbursement Systems, 16401 East
Centretech Parkway, Aurora, CO 80011—
9066.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ann
N. Fazzini, Medical Benefits and
Reimbursement Systems, TMA,
telephone (303) 676-3803.

Questions regarding payment of
specific claims under the TRICARE
DRG-based payment system should be
addressed to the appropriate contractor.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The final
rule published on September 1, 1987 (52
FR 32992), set forth the basic
procedures used under the CHAMPUS
DRG-based payment system. This was
subsequently amended by final rules
published August 31, 1988 (53 FR
33461), October 21, 1988 (53 FR 41331),
December 16, 1988 (53 FR 50515), May
30, 1990 (55 FR 21863), October 22,
1990 (55 FR 42560), and September 10,
1998 (63 FR 48439).

This notice updates the TRICARE
rates and weights in accordance with
our previous final rules. The actual
changes we are making are detailed
below.

I. Changes Which Affect the TRICARE
DRG-Based Payment System

A. Under the TRICARE DRG-based
payment system, cases are classified

into the appropriate DRG by a Grouper
program. The Grouper classifies each
case into a DRG on the basis of the
diagnosis, procedure codes, and
demographic information (that is, sex,
age, and discharge status). The Grouper
used for the TRICARE DRG-based
payment system is the same as the FY
2007 Medicare Grouper with two
modifications. The TRICARE system has
replaced Medicare DRG 435 with two
age-based DRGs (900 and 901), and has
implemented thirty-four (34) neonatal
DRGs in place of Medicare DRGs 385
through 390. For admissions occurring
on or after October 1, 2001, DRG 435 has
been replaced by DRG 523. The
TRICARE system has replaced DRG 523
with the two age-based DRGs (900 and
901). For admissions occurring on or
after October 1, 1995, the CHAMPUS
grouper hierarchy logic was changed so
the age split (age <29 days) and
assignments to Major Diagnostic
Category (MDC) 15 occur before
assignment of the Pre-MDC DRGs. This
resulted in all neonate tracheotomies
and organ transplants to be grouped to
MDC 15 and not to DRGs 480-483 or
495. For admissions occurring on or
after October 1, 1998, the CHAMPUS
grouper hierarchy logic was changed to
move DRG 103 to the PreMDC DRGs and



