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POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Iraq - M1A1 and Upgrade to M1A1M Abrams Tanks

The Government of Iraq has requested a possible sale of 140 M1A1 Abrams tanks modified
and upgraded to the M1A1M Abrams configuration, 8 M88A2 Tank Recovery Vehicles, 64
M1151A1B1 Armored High Mobility Multi-Purpose Wheeled Vehicles (HMMWY), 92
M1152 Shelter Carriers, 12 M577A2 Command Post Carriers, 16 M548A1 Tracked Logistics
Vehicles, 8 M113A2 Armored Ambulances, and 420 AN/VRC-92 Vehicular Receiver
Transmitters. Also included are: 35 M1070 Heavy Equipment Transporter (HET) Truck
Tractors, 40 M978A2 Heavy Expanded Mobility Tactical Truck (HEMTT) Tankers, 36
M985A2 HEMTT Cargo Trucks, 4 M984A2 HEMTT Wrecker Trucks, 140 M1085A1 5-ton
Cargo Trucks, 8 HMMWYV Ambulances w/ Shelter, 8 Contact Maintenance Trucks, 32 500
gal Water Tank Trailers, 16 2500 gal Water Tank Trucks, 16 Motorcycles, 80 8 ton
Heavy/Medium Trailers, 16 Sedans, 92 M1102 Light Tactical trailers, 92 635NL Semi-
Trailers, 4 5,500 Ib Rough Terrain Forklifts, 20 M1A1 engines, 20 M1A1 Full Up Power
Packs, 3 spare M88A2 engines, 10 M1070 engines, 20 HEMTT engines, 4 M577A2 spare
engines, 2 5-ton truck engines, 20 spare HMMWYV engines, ammunition, spare and repair
parts, maintenance, support equipment, publications and documentation, personnel training
and equipment, U.S. Government and contractor engineering and logistics support services,
and other related elements of logistics support. The estimated cost is $2.160 billion.

This proposed sale will contribute to the foreign policy and national security of the United
States by helping to improve the security of a friendly country. This proposed sale directly
supports the Government of Iraq and serves the interests of the people of Iraq and of the U.S.

This proposed sale would advance Iraq’s effort to develop a strong, well-equipped, trained,
and dedicated military force, to establish security and stability throughout Iraq, and to
promote the stability and development of a friendly, democratic central government.

The proposed sale and upgrade will allow Iraq to operate and exercise a more lethal and
survivable M1A1M tank for the protection of critical infrastructure. Iraq will have no
difficulty absorbing these tanks into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not alter the basic military balance in
the region.

The prime contractors will be General Dynamics Land Systems Division of Sterling Heights,
Michigan; Honeywell International, and General Motors Allison Transmission Division of
Detroit, Michigan. There are no known offset agreements proposed in connection with this
potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will require the assignment of approximately 8 U.S.
Government and 35 contractor representatives to Iraq for up to four years.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed sale.
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Transmittal No. 08-98

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of Offer
Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1)
of the Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The M1A1M Abrams Tanks components considered to contain sensitive technology
in the proposed program are as follows:

a. The M1A1M Thermal Imaging System (TIS) 2™ Generation Forward
Looking Infrared (FLIR) constitutes a target acquisition system which, when operated with
other tank systems, gives the tank crew a substantial advantage over a potential threat. The
TIS provides the M1A1 crew with the ability to effectively aim and fire the tank main
armament system under a broad range of adverse battlefield conditions. The hardware itself
is Unclassified. The engineering design and manufacturing data associated with the detector
and infrared (IR) optics and coatings are considered sensitive. The technical data package is
Unclassified with exception of the specifications for target acquisition range (Confidential),
nuclear hardening (Confidential, restricted data), and laser hardening (Secret).

b. Major components of Special Armor are fabricated in sealed modules and
in serialized removable subassemblies. Special armor vulnerability data for both
chemical and kinetic energy rounds are classified Secret. Engineering design and
manufacturing data related to the special armor are also classified Secret.

¢. The 120mmGun and 120mm KEW II Tungsten Ammunition with
standard High Explosive Anti-Tank (HEAT) and training ammunition will be authorized for
export. Performance characteristics of service rounds are sensitive since they reveal the
penetration capabilities of the Abrams tank. Since the U.S. intends to offer only the most
basic ammunition, the capability of the Abrams tank would not be seriously compromised.
Most of the components of the training ammunition are not considered to be sensitive material
or technology. These rounds could be reverse engineered given sufficiently capable analysis.
Technical information available from testing and analysis of this ammunition could form the
basis of research to develop more capable rounds.

d. The use of the Advanced Gas Turbine-1500 (AGT-1500) Gas
Turbine Propulsion System in the MIAIM is a unique application of armored vehicle
power pack technology. The hardware is composed of the AGT-1500 engine and
transmission, and is Unclassified. Manufacturing processes associated with the
production of turbine blades, recuperator, bearings and shafts, and hydrostatic pump
and motor, are proprietary and therefore commercially competition sensitive.
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e. A major survivability feature of the Abrams Tank is the
compartmentalization of fuel and ammunition. Compartmentalization is the positive
separation of the crew and critical components from combustible materials. In the event the
fuel or ammunition is ignited or deteriorated by an incoming threat round, the crew is fully
protected by the compartmentalization. Sensitive information includes the performance of
the ammunition compartments as well as of the compartment design parameters.

2. If a technologically advanced adversary were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the information could be used to develop countermeasures
or equivalent systems which might reduce weapon system effectiveness or be used in the
development of a system with similar or advanced capabilities.
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[FR Doc. E8-18654 Filed 8—14—08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 5001-06-C

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Office of Postsecondary Education;
Overview Information; Fulbright-Hays
Group Projects Abroad Program
Notice Inviting Applications for New
Awards for Fiscal Year (FY) 2009

Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) Number: 84.021A.

DATES:

Applications Available: August 15,
2008.

Deadline for Transmittal of
Applications: September 26, 2008.

Deadline for Intergovernmental
Review: November 25, 2008.

Full Text of Announcement
I. Funding Opportunity Description

Purpose of Program: The Fulbright-
Hays Group Projects Abroad (GPA)
Program supports overseas projects in
training, research, and curriculum
development in modern foreign
languages and area studies for groups of
teachers, students, and faculty engaged
in a common endeavor. Projects are
short-term and include seminars,
curriculum development, or group
research or study.

Priorities: In accordance with 34 CFR
75.105(b)(2)(ii), these priorities are from
the regulations for this program (34 CFR
664.31(g) and 664.32).

Absolute Priority: For FY 2009, this
priority is an absolute priority. Under 34
CFR 75.105(c)(3) we consider only
applications that meet this priority.

This priority is:

Specific geographic regions of the
world: A group project funded under
this priority must focus on one or more
of the following geographic regions of
the world: Africa, East Asia, South Asia,
Southeast Asia and the Pacific, the
Western Hemisphere (Central and South
America, Mexico, and the Caribbean),
East Central Europe and Eurasia, and
the Near East.

Competitive Preference and
Invitational Priorities: Within this
absolute priority, we are establishing the
following competitive preference and
invitational priorities.

Competitive Preference Priority I: For
FY 2009, this priority is a competitive
preference priority. Under 34 CFR
75.105(c)(2)(i) and 664.31(g) we award
an additional five (5) points to an
application that meets this priority.

This priority is:

Projects that focus on any of the
seventy-eight (78) languages deemed

critical on the U.S. Department of
Education’s list of Less Commonly
Taught Languages (LCTLs) found below.

This list includes the following: Akan
(Twi-Fante), Albanian, Amharic, Arabic
(all dialects), Armenian, Azeri
(Azerbaijani), Balochi, Bamanakan
(Bamana, Bambara, Mandikan,
Mandingo, Maninka, Dyula), Belarusian,
Bengali (Bangla), Berber (all languages),
Bosnian, Bulgarian, Burmese, Cebuano
(Visayan), Chechen, Chinese
(Cantonese), Chinese (Gan), Chinese
(Mandarin), Chinese (Min), Chinese
(Wu), Croatian, Dari, Dinka, Georgian,
Gujarati, Hausa, Hebrew (Modern),
Hindi, Igbo, Indonesian, Japanese,
Javanese, Kannada, Kashmiri, Kazakh,
Khmer (Cambodian), Kirghiz, Korean,
Kurdish (Kurmanji), Kurdish (Sorani),
Lao, Malay (Bahasa Melayu or
Malaysian), Malayalam, Marathi,
Mongolian, Nepali, Oromo, Panjabi,
Pashto, Persian (Farsi), Polish,
Portuguese (all varieties), Quechua,
Romanian, Russian, Serbian, Sinhala
(Sinhalese), Somali, Swahili, Tagalog,
Tajik, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Tibetan,
Tigrigna, Turkish, Turkmen, Ukranian,
Urdu, Uyghur/Uigur, Uzbek,
Vietnamese, Wolof, Xhosa, Yoruba, and
Zulu.

Competitive Preference Priority II: For
FY 2009, this priority is a competitive
preference priority. Under 34 CFR
75.105(c)(2)(i) and 664.31(g), we award
up to an additional five (5) points to a
short-term project abroad application
that meets this priority.

This priority is:

Short-term seminars that develop and
improve foreign language and area
studies at elementary and secondary
schools.

Invitational Priority: For FY 2009 this
priority is an invitational priority.
Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1) we do not
give an application that meets this
invitational priority a competitive or
absolute preference over other
applications.

This priority is:

Projects that support increasing
participation of underrepresented
minorities in foreign languages and in
area and international studies are
encouraged.

Program Authority: 22 U.S.C. 2452.

Applicable Regulations: (a) The
Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in
34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 81, 82,
84, 85, 86, 97, 98, and 99. (b) The
regulations for this program in 34 CFR
part 664.

Note: The regulations in 34 CFR part 86

apply to institutions of higher education
only.

II. Award Information

Type of Award: Discretionary grants.

Estimated Available Funds: The
Administration has requested
$13,372,000 for the Overseas programs
for FY 2009, of which we intend to
allocate $2,353,370 for new short-term
projects under the Fulbright-Hays Group
Projects Abroad Program. The actual
level of funding, if any, depends on
final congressional action. However, we
are inviting applications to allow
enough time to complete the grant
process if Congress appropriates funds
for this program.

Note: As part of its FY 2009 budget request,
the Administration proposed to continue to
allow funds under this program to be used
to support the participation of individuals
who plan to apply their language skills and
knowledge of countries vital to the United
States’s national security in fields outside
teaching, including government, the
professions, or international development.
Therefore, institutions of higher education
may propose projects for visits and study in
foreign countries by individuals in these
fields, in addition to those planning a
teaching career. However, authority to use
funds for participants outside of the field of
teaching depends on final congressional
action. Applicants will be given an
opportunity to amend their applications if
this authority is not provided.

Estimated Range of Awards: $50,000—
$90,000.

Estimated Average Size of Awards:
$78,446.

Estimated Number of Awards: 30.

Note: The Department is not bound by any
estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 12 months.
III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Applicants: (1) Institutions
of higher education, (2) State
departments of education, (3) Private
nonprofit educational organizations,
and (4) Consortia of these entities.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching: This
program does not require cost sharing or
matching.

IV. Application and Submission
Information

1. Address to Request Application
Package: Michelle Guilfoil, U.S.
Department of Education, 1990 K Street,
NW., Room 6088, Washington, DG
20006-8521. Telephone: (202) 502-7625
or by e-mail: michelle.guilfoil@ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD), call the
Federal Relay Service (FRS), toll-free, at
1-800-877-8339.

Individuals with disabilities can
obtain a copy of the application package
in an alternative format (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, or computer



