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POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Australia — Follow-On Support for F/A-18E/F Aircraft

The Government of Australia has requested a possible sale of follow-on support of the
F/A-18 aircraft to include up to 4 AIM-9X SIDEWINDER Captive Air Training
Missiles, 10 AN/ALE-47 Electronic Warfare Countermeasure Systems, 8 AN/ALQ-214
Radio Frequency Countermeasure Systems, and 10 AN/ALR-67(V)3 Electronic
Warfare Countermeasure Receiving Sets. Also included: avionics software, engine
component improvement and spare parts, technical ground support equipment, spare
and repair parts, supply support, publications and technical data, engineering change
proposals, personnel training and training equipment, U.S. Government and
contractor technical and logistics personnel services, and other related elements of
program support. The estimated cost is $1.5 billion.

Australia is one of our most important allies in the Western Pacific. The strategic
location of this political and economic power contributes significantly to ensuring
peace and economic stability in the region. Australia’s efforts in peacekeeping and
humanitarian operations in Iraq and in Afghanistan have had a significant impact on
regional political and economic stability and have served U.S. national security
interests. This proposed sale is consistent with those objectives and facilitates burden-
sharing with our allies. ’

The Government of Australia needs this follow-on support, contractor maintenance,
and technical services to maintain the operational capabilities of its aircraft.

The proposed sale of this equipment and support will not affect the basic military
balance in the region. ,

The principal contractors will be: Raytheon Missile Systems of Tucson, AZ, Boeing
Company of St. Louis, MO, Raytheon EW Systems of Goleta, CA, ITT EW Systems of
Clifton, NJ, and Symetrics Industries of Melbourne, FL. There are no known offset
agreements proposed in connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will not require the assignment of any U.S.
Government or contractor representatives to Australia.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. defense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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Transmittal No. 08-80

Notice of Propeosed Issuance of Letter of Offer
Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1)
of the Arms Export Control Act

Annex
Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-9X SIDEWINDER Missile represents a substantial increase in
missile acquisition and kinematics performance over previous AIM-9 variants. The
missile includes a high off bore-sight seeker, enhanced countermeasure rejection
capability, low drag/high angle of attack airframe and the ability to integrate the Joint
Helmet Mounted Cueing System. The software algorithms are the most sensitive
portions of the AIM-9X missile. No software source code or algorithms will be
released. Sensitive and/or classified (up to Secret) elements of the AIM-9X missiles
include equipment/hardware, and software, and classified portions of operational
performance. Maintenance training documentation is unclassified up to and including
missile sectionalization training. The external view of the AIM-9X Sidewinder Missile
is Unclassified and is not sensitive. The seeker/guidance and control section and the
target detector are Confidential and contain sensitive state-of-the-art technology.
Specifically, the infrared seeker sensitivity is a significant improvement over the
previous AIM-9 variants. Manuals and technical documents for the AIM-9X that
support the ability to integrate with aircraft sensors are classified up to Secret.
Performance and operating logic of the counter-countermeasures circuits are Secret.
The hardware, software, and data identified are classified to protect vulnerabilities,
design and performance parameters and similar critical information.

2. The AN/ALE-47 Countermeasures Dispensing Systems is classified Secret.
The AN/ALE-47 is a threat-adaptive dispensing system that dispenses chaff, flares, and
expendable jammers for self-protection against airborne and ground based Radio
Frequency (RF) and Infrared threats. The ALE-47 Programmer is classified
Confidential. The OFP and Mission Data Files used in the AN/ALE-47 are classified
Secret. Those software programs contain algorithms used to calculate the best defense
against specific threats.

3. The AN/ALQ-214 is an advanced air-borne Integrated Defensive
Electronic Countermeasures (IDECM) programmable modular automated system
capable of intercepting, identifying, processing received radar signals (pulsed and
continuous) and applying an optimum countermeasures technique in the direction of
the radar signal, thereby improving individual aircraft probability of survival from a
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variety of surface-to-air and air-to-air RF threats. The system operates in a standalone
or Electronic Warfare (EW) suite mode. In the EW suite mode, the ALQ-214 operates
in a fully coordinated mode with the towed dispensable decoy, Radar Warning
Receiver (RWR), and the onboard radar in the F/A-18E/F in a coordinated, non-
interference manner sharing information for enhanced information. The ALQ-214
was designed to operate in a high-density Electromagnetic Hostile Environment with
the ability to identify and counter a wide variety of multiple threats, including those
with Doppler characteristics. Hardware within the AN/ALQ-214 is classified
Confidential.

4. The AN/ALR-67(V)3 Electric Warfare Countermeasures Receiving Set is
classified Confidential. The AN/ALR-67(V)3 provides the F/A-18F aircrew with radar
threat warnings by detecting and evaluating friendly and hostile radar frequency
threat emitters and providing identification and status information about the emitters
to on-board Electronic Warfare (EW) equipment and the aircrew. The OFP and User

Data Files (UDF) used in the AN/ALR-67(V)3 are classified Secret. Those software
programs contain threat parametric data used to identify and establish priority of

detected radar emitters.

S. If a technologically advanced adversary were to obtain knowledge of the
specific hardware and software elements, the information could be used to develop
countermeasures, which might reduce weapon system effectiveness or be used in the
development of a system with similar or advanced capabilities.

[FR Doc. E8—19500 Filed 8—22—08; 8:45 am]
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GENERAL SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION
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[OMB Control No. 9000-0144]

Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Submission for OMB Review; Payment
by Electronic Funds Transfer

AGENCIES: Department of Defense (DOD),
General Services Administration (GSA),
and National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).

ACTION: Notice of request for public
comments regarding an extension to an
existing OMB clearance (9000—0144).

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35), the Federal
Acquisition Regulation (FAR)
Secretariat will be submitting to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) a request to review and approve
an extension of a currently approved
information collection requirement

concerning payment by electronic funds
transfer. A request for public comments
was published in the Federal Register at
73 FR 30611, May 28, 2008. No
comments were received.

Public comments are particularly
invited on: Whether this collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of functions of the FAR,
and whether it will have practical
utility; whether our estimate of the
public burden of this collection of
information is accurate, and based on
valid assumptions and methodology;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways in which we can
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, through the use of appropriate
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
September 24, 2008.

ADDRESSES: Submit comments regarding
this burden estimate or any other aspect
of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this
burden to the General Services
Administration, FAR Secretariat (VPR),
1800 F Street, NW., Room 4041,
Washington, DC 20405. Please cite OMB
Control No. 9000-0144, Payment by

Electronic Funds Transfer, in all
correspondence.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT Ms.
Meredith Murphy, Contract Policy
Division, GSA, (202) 208-6925.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Purpose

The FAR requires certain information
to be provided by contractors which
would enable the Government to make
payments under the contract by
electronic funds transfer (EFT). The
information necessary to make the EFT
transaction is specified in clause
52.232-33, Payment by Electronic
Funds Transfer—Central Contractor
Registration, which the contractor is
required to provide prior to award, and
clause 52.232—34, Payment by
Electronic Funds Transfer—Other than
Central Contractor Registration, which
requires EFT information to be provided
as specified by the agency to enable
payment by EFT.

B. Annual Reporting Burden

Respondents: 14,000.

Responses Per Respondent: 10.

Annual Responses: 140,000.

Hours Per Response: .5.

Total Burden Hours: 70,000.

Obtaining Copies of Proposals:
Requesters may obtain a copy of the



