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(g) Where more than one MPO has
authority within a metropolitan plan-
ning area or a nonattainment or main-
tenance area, there shall be an agree-
ment between the State department(s)
of transportation and the MPOs de-
scribing how the processes will be co-
ordinated to assure the development of
an overall transportation plan for the
metropolitan planning area. In metro-
politan planning areas that are non-
attainment or maintenance areas, the
agreement shall include State and
local air quality agencies. The agree-
ment shall address policy mechanisms
for resolving potential conflicts that
may arise between the MPOs, e.g.,
issues related to the exclusion of a por-
tion of the nonattainment area from
the planning area boundary.

(h) For all requirements specified in
paragraphs (a) through (g) of this sec-
tion, existing agreements shall be re-
viewed for compliance and reaffirmed
or modified as necessary to ensure par-
ticipation by all appropriate modes.

§ 450.312 Metropolitan transportation
planning: Responsibilities, coopera-
tion, and coordination.

(a) The MPO in cooperation with the
State and with operators of publicly
owned transit services shall be respon-
sible for carrying out the metropolitan
transportation planning process. The
MPO, the State and transit operator(s)
shall cooperatively determine their
mutual responsibilities in the conduct
of the planning process, including cor-
ridor refinement studies, described in
§§ 450.316 through 450.318. They shall co-
operatively develop the unified plan-
ning work program, transportation
plan, and transportation improvement
program specified in §§ 450.314 through
450.318. In addition, the development of
the plan and TIP shall be coordinated
with other providers of transportation,
e.g., sponsors of regional airports, mar-
itime port operators, rail freight opera-
tors, etc.

(b) The MPO shall approve the metro-
politan transportation plan and its
periodic updates. The MPO and the
Governor shall approve the metropoli-
tan transportation improvement pro-
gram and any amendments.

(c) In nonattainment or maintenance
areas, the MPO shall coordinate the de-

velopment of the transportation plan
with the SIP development process in-
cluding the development of the trans-
portation control measures. The MPO
shall develop or assist in developing
the transportation control measures.

(d) In nonattainment or maintenance
areas for transportation related pollut-
ants, the MPO shall not approve any
transportation plan or program which
does not conform with the SIP, as de-
termined in accordance with the U.S.
EPA conformity regulation (40 CFR
Part 51).

(e) If more than one MPO has author-
ity in a metropolitan planning area (in-
cluding multi-State metropolitan plan-
ning areas) or in an area which is des-
ignated as nonattainment or mainte-
nance for transportation related pol-
lutants, the MPOs and the Governor(s)
shall cooperatively establish the
boundaries of the metropolitan plan-
ning area (including the twenty year
planning horizon and relationship to
the nonattainment or maintenance
areas) and the respective jurisdictional
responsibilities of each MPO. The
MPOs shall consult with each other
and the State(s) to assure the prepara-
tion of integrated plans and transpor-
tation improvement programs for the
entire metropolitan planning area. An
individual MPO plan and program may
be developed separately. However, each
plan and program must be consistent
with the plans and programs of other
MPOs in the metropolitan planning
area. For the overall metropolitan
planning area, the individual MPO
planning process shall reflect coordi-
nated data collection, analysis and de-
velopment. In those areas where this
provision is applicable, coordination ef-
forts shall be initiated and the process
and outcomes documented in subse-
quent transmittals of the UPWP and
various planning products (the plan,
TIP, etc.) to the State, the FHWA, and
the FTA.

(f) The Secretary must designate as
transportation management areas all
UZAs over 200,000 population as deter-
mined by the most recent decennial
census. The Secretary designated
TMAs by publishing a notice in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. Copies of this no-
tice may be obtained from the FHWA
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Metropolitan Planning Division or Of-
fice of Planning FTA. The TMAs so
designated and those designated subse-
quently by the FHWA and the FTA (in-
cluding those designated upon request
of the MPO and the Governor) must
comply with the special requirements
applicable to such areas regarding con-
gestion management systems, project
selection, and certification. The TMA
designation applies to the entire met-
ropolitan planning area boundary. If a
metropolitan planning area encom-
passes a TMA and other UZA(s), the
designation applies to the entire met-
ropolitan planning area regardless of
the population of constituent UZAs.

(g) As required by 23 CFR part 500,
the required management systems
shall be developed cooperatively by the
State, the MPOs and transit operators
for each metropolitan planning area. In
TMAs, the congestion management
system will be developed as part of the
metropolitan transportation planning
process.

(h) The State shall cooperatively par-
ticipate in the development of metro-
politan transportation plans. The rela-
tionship of the statewide transpor-
tation plan and the metropolitan plan
is specified in subpart B of this part.

(i) Where a metropolitan planning
area includes Federal public lands and/
or Indian tribal lands, the affected Fed-
eral agencies and Indian tribal govern-
ments shall be involved appropriately
in the development of transportation
plans and programs.

§ 450.314 Metropolitan transportation
planning process: Unified planning
work programs.

(a) In TMAs, the MPO(s) in coopera-
tion with the State and operators of
publicly owned transit shall develop
unified planning work programs
(UPWPs) that meet the requirements
of 23 CFR part 420, subpart A, and:

(1) Discuss the planning priorities
facing the metropolitan planning area
and describe all metropolitan transpor-
tation and transportation-related air
quality planning activities (including
the corridor and subarea studies dis-
cussed in § 450.318) anticipated within
the area during the next one or two
year period, regardless of funding
sources or agencies conducting activi-

ties, in sufficient detail to indicate
who will perform the work, the sched-
ule for completing it and the products
that will be produced;

(2) Document planning activities to
be performed with funds provided under
title 23, U.S.C., and the Federal Transit
Act.

(b) Arrangements may be made with
the FHWA and the FTA to combine the
UPWP requirements with the work
program for other Federal sources of
planning funds.

(c) The metropolitan transportation
planning process may include the de-
velopment of a prospectus that estab-
lishes a multiyear framework within
which the UPWP is accomplished. The
prospectus may be used to satisfy the
requirements of § 450.310 and paragraph
(a)(1) of this section.

(d) In areas not designated as TMAs,
the MPO in cooperation with the State
and transit operators, with the ap-
proval of the FHWA and the FTA, may
prepare a simplified statement of work,
in lieu of a UPWP, that describes who
will perform the work and the work
that will be accomplished using Fed-
eral funds. If a simplified statement of
work is used, it may be submitted as
part of the Statewide planning work
program, in accordance with 23 CFR
part 420.

§ 450.316 Metropolitan transportation
planning process: Elements.

(a) Section 134(f) of title 23, U.S.C.,
and Federal Transit Act section 8(f) (49
U.S.C. app. 1607(f)) list 15 factors that
must be considered as part of the plan-
ning process for all metropolitan areas.
The following factors shall be explic-
itly considered, analyzed as appro-
priate, and reflected in the planning
process products:

(1) Preservation of existing transpor-
tation facilities and, where practical,
ways to meet transportation needs by
using existing transportation facilities
more efficiently;

(2) Consistency of transportation
planning with applicable Federal,
State, and local energy conservation
programs, goals, and objectives;

(3) The need to relieve congestion and
prevent congestion from occurring
where it does not yet occur including:
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