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is not income and is not taxable as in-
terest if subsequently paid. Such pay-
ments are returns of capital which re-
duce the remaining cost basis. Interest
which accrues after the date of pur-
chase, however, is taxable interest in-
come for the year in which received or
accrued (depending on the method of
accounting used by the taxpayer).

(d) Bonds sold between interest dates;
amounts received in excess of original
issue discount; interest on life insurance.
When bonds are sold between interest
dates, part of the sales price represents
interest accrued to the date of the sale
and must be reported as interest in-
come. Amounts received in excess of
the original issue discount upon the re-
tirement or sale of a bond or other evi-
dence of indebtedness may under some
circumstances constitute capital gain
instead of ordinary income. See section
1232 and the regulations thereunder. In-
terest payments on amounts payable as
employees’ death benefits (whether or
not section 101(b) applies thereto) and
on the proceeds of life insurance poli-
cies payable by reason of the insured’s
death constitute gross income under
some circumstances. See section 101
and the regulations thereunder for de-
tails. Where accrued interest on
unwithdrawn insurance policy divi-
dends is credited annually and is sub-
ject to withdrawal annually by the tax-
payer, such interest credits constitute
gross income to such taxpayer as of the
year of credit. However, if under the
terms of the insurance policy the inter-
est on unwithdrawn policy dividends is
subject to withdrawal only on the anni-
versary date of the policy (or some
other date specified therein), then such
interest shall constitute gross income
to the taxpayer for the taxable year in
which such anniversary date (or other
specified date) falls.

[T.D. 6500, 256 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6723, 29 FR 5342, Apr. 21,
1964; T.D. 6873, 31 FR 941, Jan. 25, 1966]

§1.61-8 Rents and royalties.

(a) In general. Gross income includes
rentals received or accrued for the oc-
cupancy of real estate or the use of per-
sonal property. For the inclusion of
rents in income for the purpose of the
retirement income credit, see section
37 and the regulations thereunder.
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Gross income includes royalties. Roy-
alties may be received from books, sto-
ries, plays, copyrights, trademarks,
formulas, patents, and from the exploi-
tation of natural resources, such as
coal, gas, oil, copper, or timber. Pay-
ments received as a result of the trans-
fer of patent rights may under some
circumstances constitute capital gain
instead of ordinary income. See section
1235 and the regulations thereunder.
For special rules for certain income
from natural resources, see Subchapter
I (section 611 and following), Chapter 1
of the Code, and the regulations there-
under.

(b) Advance rentals; cancellation pay-
ments. Except as provided in section 467
and the regulations thereunder, gross
income includes advance rentals, which
must be included in income for the
year of receipt regardless of the period
covered or the method of accounting
employed by the taxpayer. An amount
received by a lessor from a lessee for
cancelling a lease constitutes gross in-
come for the year in which it is re-
ceived, since it is essentially a sub-
stitute for rental payments. As to
amounts received by a lessee for the
cancellation of a lease, see section 1241
and the regulations thereunder.

(c) Expenditures by lessee. As a general
rule, if a lessee pays any of the ex-
penses of his lessor such payments are
additional rental income of the lessor.
If a lessee places improvements on real
estate which constitute, in whole or in
part, a substitute for rent, such im-
provements constitute rental income
to the lessor. Whether or not improve-
ments made by a lessee result in rental
income to the lessor in a particular
case depends upon the intention of the
parties, which may be indicated either
by the terms of the lease or by the sur-
rounding circumstances. For the exclu-
sion from gross income of income
(other than rent) derived by a lessor of
real property on the termination of a
lease, representing the value of such
property attributable to buildings
erected or other improvements made
by a lessee, see section 109 and the reg-
ulations thereunder. For the exclusion
from gross income of a lessor corpora-
tion of certain of its income taxes on
rental income paid by a lessee corpora-
tion under a lease entered into before
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January 1, 1954, see section 110 and the
regulations thereunder.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960; 256 FR
14021, Dec. 31, 1960, as amended by T.D. 8820,
64 FR 26851, May 18, 1999]

§1.61-9 Dividends.

(a) In general. Except as otherwise
specifically provided, dividends are in-
cluded in gross income under sections
61 and 301. For the principal rules with
respect to dividends includible in gross
income, see section 316 and the regula-
tions thereunder. As to distributions
made or deemed to be made by regu-
lated investment companies, see sec-
tions 851 through 855, and the regula-
tions thereunder. As to distributions
made by real estate investment trusts,
see sections 856 through 858, and the
regulations thereunder. See section 116
for the exclusion from gross income of
$100 ($50 for dividends received in tax-
able years beginning before January 1,
1964) of dividends received by an indi-
vidual, except those from certain cor-
porations. Furthermore, dividends may
give rise to a credit against tax under
section 34, relating to dividends re-
ceived by individuals (for dividends re-
ceived on or before December 31, 1964),
and under section 37, relating to retire-
ment income.

(b) Dividends in kind; stock dividends;
stock redemptions. Gross income in-
cludes dividends in property other than
cash, as well as cash dividends. For
amounts to be included in gross income
when distributions of property are
made, see section 301 and the regula-
tions thereunder. A distribution of
stock, or rights to acquire stock, in the
corporation making the distribution is
not a dividend except under the cir-
cumstances described in section 305(b).
However, the term ‘‘dividend’ includes
a distribution of stock, or rights to ac-
quire stock, in a corporation other
than the corporation making the dis-
tribution. For determining when dis-
tributions in complete liquidation
shall be treated as dividends, see sec-
tion 333 and the regulations there-
under. For rules determining when
amounts received in exchanges under
section 354 or exchanges and distribu-
tions under section 355 shall be treated
as dividends, see section 356 and the
regulations thereunder.
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(c) Dividends on stock sold. When
stock is sold, and a dividend is both de-
clared and paid after the sale, such div-
idend is not gross income to the seller.
When stock is sold after the declara-
tion of a dividend and after the date as
of which the seller becomes entitled to
the dividend, the dividend ordinarily is
income to the seller. When stock is
sold between the time of declaration
and the time of payment of the divi-
dend, and the sale takes place at such
time that the purchaser becomes enti-
tled to the dividend, the dividend ordi-
narily is income to him. The fact that
the purchaser may have included the
amount of the dividend in his purchase
price in contemplation of receiving the
dividend does not exempt him from
tax. Nor can the purchaser deduct the
added amount he advanced to the seller
in anticipation of the dividend. That
added amount is merely part of the
purchase price of the stock. In some
cases, however, the purchaser may be
considered to be the recipient of the
dividend even though he has not re-
ceived the legal title to the stock itself
and does not himself receive the divi-
dend. For example, if the seller retains
the legal title to the stock as trustee
solely for the purpose of securing the
payment of the purchase price, with
the understanding that he is to apply
the dividends received from time to
time in reduction of the purchase price,
the dividends are considered to be in-
come to the purchaser.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11402, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6777, 29 FR 17807, Dec. 16,
1964]

§1.61-10 Alimony and separate main-
tenance payments; annuities; in-
come from life insurance and en-
dowment contracts.

(a) In general. Alimony and separate
maintenance payments, annuities, and
income from life insurance and endow-
ment contracts in general constitute
gross income, unless excluded by law.
Annuities paid by religious, charitable,
and educational corporations are gen-
erally taxable to the same extent as
other annuities. An annuity charged
upon devised land is taxable to the
donee-annuitant to the extent that it
becomes payable out of the rents or
other income of the land, whether or



