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deceased person or of a trust. See sec-
tion 6012(b) (2) and (3) for provisions re-
lating to the obligation of the fiduciary
with respect to returns of such persons.

[T.D. 6500, 25 FR 11814, Nov. 26, 1960, as
amended by T.D. 6580, 26 FR 11486, Dec. 5,
1961]

§1.641(b)-3 Termination of estates and
trusts.

(a) The income of an estate of a de-
ceased person is that which is received
by the estate during the period of ad-
ministration or settlement. The period
of administration or settlement is the
period actually required by the admin-
istrator or executor to perform the or-
dinary duties of administration, such
as the collection of assets and the pay-
ment of debts, taxes, legacies, and be-
quests, whether the period required is
longer or shorter than the period speci-
fied under the applicable local law for
the settlement of estates. For example,
where an executor who is also named
as trustee under a will fails to obtain
his discharge as executor, the period of
administration continues only until
the duties of administration are com-
plete and he actually assumes his du-
ties as trustee, whether or not pursu-
ant to a court order. However, the pe-
riod of administration of an estate can-
not be unduly prolonged. If the admin-
istration of an estate is unreasonably
prolonged, the estate is considered ter-
minated for Federal income tax pur-
poses after the expiration of a reason-
able period for the performance by the
executor of all the duties of adminis-
tration. Further, an estate will be con-
sidered as terminated when all the as-
sets have been distributed except for a
reasonable amount which is set aside
in good faith for the payment of
unascertained or contingent liabilities
and expenses (not including a claim by
a beneficiary in the capacity of bene-
ficiary).

(b) Generally, the determination of
whether a trust has terminated de-
pends upon whether the property held
in trust has been distributed to the
persons entitled to succeed to the prop-
erty upon termination of the trust
rather than upon the technicality of
whether or not the trustee has ren-
dered his final accounting. A trust does
not automatically terminate upon the
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happening of the event by which the
duration of the trust is measured. A
reasonable time is permitted after such
event for the trustee to perform the du-
ties necessary to complete the admin-
istration of the trust. Thus, if under
the terms of the governing instrument,
the trust is to terminate upon the
death of the life beneficiary and the
corpus is to be distributed to the re-
mainderman, the trust continues after
the death of the life beneficiary for a
period reasonably necessary to a proper
winding up of the affairs of the trust.
However, the winding up of a trust can-
not be unduly postponed and if the dis-
tribution of the trust corpus is unrea-
sonably delayed, the trust is considered
terminated for Federal income tax pur-
poses after the expiration of a reason-
able period for the trustee to complete
the administration of the trust. Fur-
ther, a trust will be considered as ter-
minated when all the assets have been
distributed except for a reasonable
amount which is set aside in good faith
for the payment of unascertained or
contingent liabilities and expenses (not
including a claim by a beneficiary in
the capacity of beneficiary).

(c)(1) Except as provided in subpara-
graph (2) of this paragraph, during the
period between the occurrence of an
event which causes a trust to termi-
nate and the time when the trust is
considered as terminated under this
section, whether or not the income and
the excess of capital gains over capital
losses of the trust are to be considered
as amounts required to be distributed
currently to the ultimate distributee
for the year in which they are received
depends upon the principles stated in
§1.651(a)-2. See §1.663-1 et seq. for appli-
cation of the separate share rule.

(2)(1) Except in cases to which the
last sentence of this subdivision ap-
plies, for taxable years of a trust end-
ing before September 1, 1957, subpara-
graph (1) of this paragraph shall not
apply and the rule of subdivision (ii) of
this subparagraph shall apply unless
the trustee elects to have subparagraph
(1) of this paragraph apply. Such elec-
tion shall be made by the trustee in a
statement filed on or before April 15,
1959, with the district director with
whom such trust’s return for any such
taxable year was filed. The election
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provided by this subdivision shall not
be available if the treatment given the
income and the excess of capital gains
over capital losses for taxable years for
which returns have been filed was con-
sistent with the provisions of subpara-
graph (1) of this paragraph.

(ii) The rule referred to in subdivi-
sion (i) of this subparagraph is as fol-
lows: During the period between the oc-
currence of an event which causes a
trust to terminate and the time when a
trust is considered as terminated under
this section, the income and the excess
of capital gains over capital losses of
the trust are in general considered as
amounts required to be distributed for
the year in which they are received.
For example, a trust instrument pro-
vides for the payment of income to A
during her life, and upon her death for
the payment of the corpus to B. The
trust reports on the basis of the cal-
endar year. A dies on November 1, 1955,
but no distribution is made to B until
January 15, 1956. The income of the
trust and the excess of capital gains
over capital losses for the entire year
1955, to the extent not paid, credited,
or required to be distributed to A or
A’s estate, are treated under sections
661 and 662 as amounts required to be
distributed to B for the year 1955.

(d) If a trust or the administration or
settlement of an estate is considered
terminated under this section for Fed-
eral income tax purposes (as for in-
stance, because administration has
been unduly prolonged), the gross in-
come, deductions, and credits of the es-
tate or trust are, subsequent to the ter-
mination, considered the gross income,
deductions, and credits of the person or
persons succeeding to the property of
the estate or trust.

§1.642(a)(1)-1 Partially tax-exempt in-
terest.

An estate or trust is allowed the
credit against tax for partially tax-ex-
empt interest provided by section 35
only to the extent that the credit does
not relate to interest properly allo-
cable to a beneficiary under section 652
or 662 and the regulations thereunder.
A beneficiary of an estate or trust is
allowed the credit against tax for par-
tially tax-exempt interest provided by
section 35 only to the extent that the
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credit relates to interest properly allo-
cable to him under section 652 or 662
and the regulations thereunder. If an
estate or trust holds partially tax-ex-
empt bonds and elects under section 171
to treat the premium on the bonds as
amortizable, the credit allowable under
section 35, with respect to the bond in-
terest (whether allowable to the estate
or trust or to the beneficiary), is re-
duced under section 171(a)(3) by reduc-
ing the shares of the interest allocable,
respectively, to the estate or trust and
its beneficiary by the portion of the
amortization deduction attributable to
the shares.

§1.642(a)(2)-1 Foreign taxes.

An estate or trust is allowed the
credit against tax for taxes imposed by
foreign countries and possessions of the
United States to the extent allowed by
section 901 only for so much of those
taxes as are not properly allocable
under that section to the beneficiaries.
See section 901(b)(4). For purposes of
section 901(b)(4), the term beneficiaries
includes charitable beneficiaries.

§1.642(a)(3)-1 Dividends received by
an estate or trust.

An estate or trust is allowed a credit
against the tax for dividends received
on or before December 31, 1964 (see sec-
tion 34), only for so much of the divi-
dends as are not properly allocable to
any beneficiary under section 652 or
662. Section 642(a)(3), and this section
do not apply to amounts received as
dividends after December 31, 1964. For
treatment of the credit in the hands of
the beneficiary see §1.652(b)-1.

[T.D. 6777, 29 FR 17808, Dec. 16, 1964]

§1.642(a)(3)-2 Time of receipt of divi-
dends by beneficiary.

In general, dividends are deemed re-
ceived by a beneficiary in the taxable
year in which they are includible in his
gross income under section 652 or 662.
For example, a simple trust, reporting
on the basis of a fiscal year ending Oc-
tober 30, receives quarterly dividends
on November 3, 1954, and February 3,
May 3, and August 3, 1955. These divi-
dends are all allocable to beneficiary
A, reporting on a calendar year basis,
under section 652 and are deemed re-
ceived by A in 1955. See section 652(c).



