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which a claim of refund or credit is
being made.
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§301.6402-4 Payments in excess of
amounts shown on return.

In certain cases, the taxpayer’s pay-
ments in respect of his tax liability,
made before the filing of his return,
may exceed the amount of tax shown
on the return. For example, such pay-
ments may arise in the case of the in-
come tax when the estimated tax or
the credit for income tax withheld at
the source on wages exceeds the
amount of tax shown on the return, or
where a corporation obtains an exten-
sion of time for filing its return and
makes installment payments based on
its estimate of its tax liability which
exceed the tax liability shown on the
return subsequently filed. In any case
in which the district director or the di-
rector of the regional service center de-
termines that the payments by the tax-
payer (made within the period pre-
scribed for payment and before the fil-
ing of the return) are in excess of the
amount of tax shown on the return, he
may make credit or refund of such
overpayment without awaiting exam-
ination of the completed return and
without awaiting filing of a claim for
refund. However, the provisions of
§§301.6402-2 and 301.6402-3 are applica-
ble to such overpayment, and tax-
payers should submit claims for refund
(if the income tax return is not itself a
claim for refund, as provided in
§301.6402-3) to protect themselves in
the event the district director or the
director of the regional service center
fails to make such determination and
credit or refund. The provisions of sec-
tion 6405 (relating to reports of refunds
of more than $100,000 to the Joint Com-
mittee on Internal Revenue Taxation)
are not applicable to the overpayments
described in this section caused by
timely payments of tax which exceed
the amount of tax shown on a timely
return.

§301.6402-5

§301.6402-5 Offset of past-due support
against overpayment.

(a) Introduction—(1) Scope. Section
6402(c) requires the Secretary of the
Treasury or his delegate to reduce the
amount of any overpayment to be re-
funded to a person making an overpay-
ment by the amount of past-due sup-
port owed by that person of which the
Secretary has been notified in accord-
ance with section 464 of the Social Se-
curity Act. Past-due support shall be
collected by offset under section 6402(c)
and this section in the same manner as
if it were a liability for tax imposed by
the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (ex-
cept that a liability for tax shall be
given priority with respect to offset
arising under section 6402(a)). Collec-
tion by offset under section 6402(c) of
this section is a collection procedure
separate from the collection proce-
dures provided by section 6305 and
§301.6305-1, relating to assessment and
collection of certain child and spousal
support liabilities. The sole collection
procedure provided by section 6402(c)
and this section is that of offset
against overpayment. Section 6305 and
§301.6305-1, by contrast, provide for
other collection procedures in addition
to collection by offset against overpay-
ment. Sections 6305 and 6402(c) have
differing procedural requirements and
may be used separately or in conjunc-
tion with each other.

(2) General rule. An amount of past-
due support qualifies for offset under
this section if it satisfies the require-
ments of paragraph (b) of this section.
A State shall submit to the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services a
notification of liability for qualifying
past-due support containing the infor-
mation described in paragraph (c) of
this section. A qualifying amount of
past-due support owed by a taxpayer
who has made an overpayment shall be
collected in accordance with the proce-
dures set forth in paragraph (d) of this
section. Under paragraph (d), the bal-
ance of any overpayment remaining
after crediting of the overpayment
under section 6402(a) to any liability
for an internal revenue tax on the part
of the taxpayer shall be offset by the
amount of past-due support of which
the Internal Revenue Service has been
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