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Subpart A—General Provisions
§ 36.1 Purpose and scope.

(a) This part contains requirements
for the issuance of a license author-
izing the use of sealed sources con-
taining radioactive materials in
irradiators used to irradiate objects or
materials using gamma radiation. This
part also contains radiation safety re-
quirements for operating irradiators.
The requirements of this part are in
addition to other requirements of this
chapter. In particular, the provisions of
parts 19, 20, 21, 30, 71, 170, and 171 of this
chapter apply to applications and li-
censes subject to this part. Nothing in
this part relieves the licensee from
complying with other applicable Fed-
eral, State and local regulations gov-
erning the siting, zoning, land use, and
building code requirements for indus-
trial facilities.

(b) The regulations in this part apply
to panoramic irradiators that have ei-
ther dry or wet storage of the radio-
active sealed sources and to under-
water irradiators in which both the
source and the product being irradiated
are under water. Irradiators whose dose
rates exceed 5 grays (500 rads) per hour
at 1 meter from the radioactive sealed
sources in air or in water, as applicable
for the irradiator type, are covered by
this part.

(c) The regulations in this part do
not apply to self-contained dry-source-
storage irradiators (those in which
both the source and the area subject to
irradiation are contained within a de-
vice and are not accessible by per-
sonnel), medical radiology or tele-
therapy, radiography (the irradiation
of materials for nondestructive testing
purposes), gauging, or open-field (agri-
cultural) irradiations.

§ 36.2 Definitions.
Annually means either (1) at inter-

vals not to exceed 1 year or (2) once per
year, at about the same time each year
(plus or minus 1 month).

Doubly encapsulated sealed source
means a sealed source in which the ra-
dioactive material is sealed within a
capsule and that capsule is sealed with-
in another capsule.

Irradiator means a facility that uses
radioactive sealed sources for the irra-

diation of objects or materials and in
which radiation dose rates exceeding 5
grays (500 rads) per hour exist at 1
meter from the sealed radioactive
sources in air or water, as applicable
for the irradiator type, but does not in-
clude irradiators in which both the
sealed source and the area subject to
irradiation are contained within a de-
vice and are not accessible to per-
sonnel.

Irradiator operator means an indi-
vidual who has successfully completed
the training and testing described in
§ 36.51 and is authorized by the terms of
the license to operate the irradiator
without a supervisor present.

Panoramic dry-source-storage irradiator
means an irradiator in which the irra-
diations occur in air in areas poten-
tially accessible to personnel and in
which the sources are stored in shields
made of solid materials. The term in-
cludes beam-type dry-source-storage
irradiators in which only a narrow
beam of radiation is produced for per-
forming irradiations.

Panoramic irradiator means an
irradiator in which the irradiations are
done in air in areas potentially acces-
sible to personnel. The term includes
beam-type irradiators.

Panoramic wet-source-storage irradiator
means an irradiator in which the irra-
diations occur in air in areas poten-
tially accessible to personnel and in
which the sources are stored under
water in a storage pool.

Pool irradiator means any irradiator
at which the sources are stored or used
in a pool of water including panoramic
wet-source-storage irradiators and un-
derwater irradiators.

Product conveyor system means a sys-
tem for moving the product to be irra-
diated to, from, and within the area
where irradiation takes place.

Radiation room means a shielded room
in which irradiations take place. Un-
derwater irradiators do not have radi-
ation rooms.

Radiation safety officer means an indi-
vidual with responsibility for the over-
all radiation safety program at the fa-
cility.
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