Small Business Administration

§121.101 What are SBA size standards?

(a) SBA’s size standards define
whether a business entity is small and,
thus, eligible for Government programs
and preferences reserved for ‘‘small
business’ concerns. Size standards
have been established for types of eco-
nomic activity, or industry, generally
under the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS).

(b) NAICS is described in the North
American Industry Classification Man-
ual—United States, 1997 which is avail-
able from the National Technical Infor-
mation Service, 5285 Port Royal Road,
Springfield, VA 22161; by calling 1(800)
5563-6847 or 1(703) 605-6000; or via the
Internet at http:/www.ntis.gov/
yellowbk/Inty205.htm. The manual in-
cludes definitions for each industry, ta-
bles showing relationships between 1997
NAICS and 1987 SICs, and a comprehen-
sive index. NAICS assigns codes to all
economic activity within twenty broad
sectors. Section 121.201 provides a full
table of small business size standards
matched to the U.S. NAICS industry
codes. A full table matching a size
standard with each NAICS Industry or
U.S. Industry code is also published an-
nually by SBA in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER.
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§121.102 How does SBA establish size
standards?

(a) SBA considers economic charac-
teristics comprising the structure of an
industry, including degree of competi-
tion, average firm size, start-up costs
and entry barriers, and distribution of
firms by size. It also considers techno-
logical changes, competition from
other industries, growth trends, histor-
ical activity within an industry,
unique factors occurring in the indus-
try which may distinguish small firms
from other firms, and the objectives of
its programs and the impact on those
programs of different size standard lev-
els.

(b) As part of its review of a size
standard, SBA will investigate if any
concern at or below a particular stand-
ard would be dominant in the industry.
SBA will take into consideration mar-
ket share of a concern and other appro-
priate factors which may allow a con-
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cern to exercise a major controlling in-
fluence on a national basis in which a
number of business concerns are en-
gaged. Size standards seek to ensure
that a concern that meets a specific
size standard is not dominant in its
field of operation.

(c) Please address any requests to
change existing size standards or estab-
lish new ones for emerging industries
to the Assistant Administrator for Size
Standards, Small Business Administra-
tion, 409 3rd Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20416.

§121.103 What is affiliation?

(a) General Principles of Affiliation. (1)
Concerns are affiliates of each other
when one concern controls or has the
power to control the other, or a third
party or parties controls or has the
power to control both.

(2) SBA considers factors such as
ownership, management, previous rela-
tionships with or ties to another con-
cern, and contractual relationships, in
determining whether affiliation exists.

(3) Individuals or firms that have
identical or substantially identical
business or economic interests, such as
family members, persons with common
investments, or firms that are eco-
nomically dependent through contrac-
tual or other relationships, may be
treated as one party with such inter-
ests aggregated.

(4) SBA counts the receipts or em-
ployees of the concern whose size is at
issue and those of all its domestic and
foreign affiliates, regardless of whether
the affiliates are organized for profit,
in determining the concern’s size.

(b) Exclusion from affiliation coverage.
(1) Business concerns owned in whole
or substantial part by investment com-
panies licensed, or development compa-
nies qualifying, under the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958, as amend-
ed, are not considered affiliates of such
investment companies or development
companies.

(2) Business concerns owned and con-
trolled by Indian Tribes, Alaska Re-
gional or Village Corporations orga-
nized pursuant to the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601),
Native Hawaiian Organizations, or
Community Development Corporations
authorized by 42 U.S.C. 9805 are not
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