§121.405

§121.405 May a business concern self-
certify its small business size sta-
tus?

(a) A concern must self-certify it is
small under the size standard specified
in the solicitation, or as clarified, com-
pleted or supplied by SBA pursuant to
§121.402(d).

(b) A contracting officer may accept
a concern’s self-certification as true
for the particular procurement in-
volved in the absence of a written pro-
test by other offerors or other credible
information which causes the con-
tracting officer or SBA to question the
size of the concern.

(c) Procedures for protesting the self-
certification of an offeror are set forth
in §§121.1001 through 121.1009.

§121.406 How does a small business
concern qualify to provide manu-
factured products under small busi-
ness set-aside or MED procure-
ments?

(a) General. In order to qualify as a
small business concern for a small
business set-aside or 8(a) contract to
provide manufactured products, an of-
feror must either:

(1) Be the manufacturer of the end
item being procured (and the end item
must be manufactured or produced in
the United States); or

(2) Comply with the requirements of
paragraph (b), (¢) or (d) of this section
as a nonmanufacturer, a kit assembler
or a supplier under Simplified Acquisi-
tion Procedures.

(b) Nommanufacturers. (1) A concern
may qualify for a requirement to pro-
vide manufactured products as a non-
manufacturer if it:

(i) Does not exceed 500 employees;

(ii) Is primarily engaged in the
wholesale or retail trade and normally
sells the items being supplied to the
general public; and

(iii) Will supply the end item of a
small business manufacturer or proc-
essor made in the United States, or ob-
tains a waiver of such requirement pur-
suant to paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion.

(2) For size purposes, there can be
only one manufacturer of the end item
being acquired. The manufacturer is
the concern which, with its own facili-
ties, performs the primary activities in
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transforming inorganic or organic sub-
stances, including the assembly of
parts and components, into the end
item being acquired. The end item
must possess characteristics which, as
a result of mechanical, chemical or
human action, it did not possess before
the original substances, parts or com-
ponents were assembled or trans-
formed. The end item may be finished
and ready for utilization or consump-
tion, or it may be semifinished as a raw
material to be used in further manufac-
turing. Firms which perform only
minimal operations upon the item
being procured do not qualify as manu-
facturers of the end item. SBA will
evaluate the following factors in deter-
mining whether a concern is the manu-
facturer of the end item:

(i) The proportion of total value in
the end item added by the efforts of the
concern, excluding costs of overhead,
testing, quality control, and profit; and

(ii) The importance of the elements
added by the concern to the function of
the end item, regardless of their rel-
ative value.

(3) The Administrator or designee
may waive the requirement set forth in
paragraph (b)(1)(iii) of this section
under the following two circumstances:

(i) The contracting officer has deter-
mined that no small business manufac-
turer or processor reasonably can be
expected to offer a product meeting the
specifications (including period for per-
formance) required by a particular so-
licitation and SBA reviews and accepts
that determination; or

(ii) SBA determines that no small
business manufacturer or processor of
the product or class of products is
available to participate in the Federal
procurement market.

(4) The two waiver possibilities iden-
tified in paragraph (b)(3) of this section
are called ‘‘individual”’ and ‘‘class”
waivers respectively, and the proce-
dures for them are contained in
§121.1204 .

(5) Any SBA waiver of the nonmanu-
facturer rule has no effect on require-
ments external to the Small Business
Act which involve domestic sources of
supply, such as the Buy American Act.

(c) Kit assemblers. (1) Where the man-
ufactured item being acquired is a kit
of supplies or other goods provided by
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