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select additional candidates as re-
quired. The slates shall be prepared not
later than 5 days after the date for re-
ceiving names of candidates by the
election committee.

(f) After all candidates have been
listed on the slates of candidates, the
slates shall be supplied to an inde-
pendent certified public accounting
(CPA) firm contracted by the election
committee. The ballots shall be printed
and distributed by the CPA firm by
U.S. mail, or other means selected by
the election committee, not later than
15 days after the slates of candidates
are received from the election com-
mittee. To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, ballots will be distributed to
all persons who are eligible to vote for
candidates under this subpart in the
segment of the industry, the region, or
in the United States as a whole, as ap-
plicable, to which the ballot pertains.
Ballots that are not returned to the
CPA firm within 20 days shall be de-
clared invalid. The votes for each can-
didate on the ballots shall be tallied by
the CPA firm at the end of the voting
period and the results furnished to the
election committee. The election com-
mittee shall issue a news release set-
ting forth the names of the candidates
and the number of votes received by
each candidate within 5 days after the
voting period has ended. Those can-
didates on each of the ballots who rank
first, second, third, and fourth in the
number of votes received for each seat
on the Council shall be declared the
nominees for each such seat.

(g) The names of those declared the
nominees for each of the seats on the
Council representing the various seg-
ments of the industry and the des-
ignated regions or production areas,
where applicable, shall be submitted to
the Secretary in order of rank with the
number of votes received by each such
nominee shown after the nominee’s
name and with the recommendation
that the nominee with the most votes
for each of such seats be declared the
member of the Council and the nomi-
nee with the next greatest number of
votes for each of such seats be declared
the alternate member. The Secretary
shall then appoint from the nominees
so provided the members and their al-

ternates for each of such seats on the
Council.

(h) Subsequent elections of nominees
and appointment of members and alter-
nates as terms expire shall be con-
ducted by the Council or the Council
staff in the manner similar to that de-
scribed above except that the Council
shall act as the election committee for
which provision is made in this section.
The nomination and election process
shall be completed at least 90 days be-
fore the beginning of each nominee’s
term of office.

(i) The Council shall periodically re-
view the cut flower and greens market
in the United States for changes in the
geographic distribution of importing,
producing, and marketing facilities
and shall, if appropriate, recommend
changes in the regions and production
areas described in this section to the
Secretary for approval.

§ 1208.32 Designation and appointment
of retailer members and alternates.

(a) Four nominations for one of the
traditional retailer members of the
Council and that member’s alternate
shall be received from the American
Floral Marketing Council (AFMC) or a
successor entity.

(b) Four nominations for each of two
members of the Council and their alter-
nates shall be received from national
traditional retail florist organizations
other than the AFMC. In order to be el-
igible to submit nominations for mem-
bers and alternates to serve on the
Council, such organizations must cer-
tify that their activities and member-
ship are nationwide in scope. No more
than four nominations for each seat
may be submitted by each organiza-
tion.

(c) The Secretary shall choose from
among the names submitted by the
AFMC the names of the member and
alternate who shall fill the seat on the
Council representing the AFMC. The
Secretary shall choose from among the
names submitted by national tradi-
tional retail florist organizations other
than the AFMC the two members and
their alternates who shall fill the other
two seats on the Council representing
traditional retailers.
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