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time of entry of the watermelons into
the United States.

(b) Assessment rates shall be fixed by
the Secretary in accordance with sec-
tion 1647(f) of the Act. No assessments
shall be levied on watermelons grown
by producers of less than 10 acres of
watermelons.

(c) Each handler, as defined, is re-
sponsible for payment to the Board of
both the producer’s and the handler’s
assessment pursuant to regulations
issued hereunder. The handler may col-
lect producer assessments from the
producer or deduct such assessments
from the proceeds paid to the producer
on whose watermelons the assessments
are made. The handler shall maintain
separate records for each producer’s
watermelons handled, including water-
melons produced by said handler. In ad-
dition, the handler shall indicate the
total quantity of watermelons handled
by the handler, including those that
are exempt under this Plan, and such
other information as may be prescribed
by the Board.

(d) Bach importer shall be respon-
sible for payment of the assessment to
the Board on watermelons imported
into the United States through the
U.S. Customs Service or in such other
manner as may be established by rules
and regulations approved by the Sec-
retary.

(e) Producer-handlers and handlers
shall pay assessments to the Board at
such time and in such manner as the
Board, with the Secretary’s approval,
directs, pursuant to regulations issued
under this part. Such regulations may
provide for different handlers or classes
of handlers and different handler pay-
ment and reporting schedules to recog-
nize differences in marketing practices
or procedures used in any State or pro-
duction area.

(f) There shall be a late payment
charge imposed on any handler or im-
porter who fails to remit to the Board
the total amount for which any such
handler or importer is liable on or be-
fore the payment due date established
by the Board under paragraph (e) of
this section. The amount of the late
payment charge shall be set by the
Board subject to approval by the Sec-
retary.
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(g) There shall also be imposed on
any handler or importer subject to a
late payment charge, an additional
charge in the form of interest on the
outstanding portion of any amount for
which the handler or importer is liable.
The rate of such interest shall be pre-
scribed by the Board subject to ap-
proval by the Secretary.

(h) The Board is hereby authorized to
accept advance payment of assess-
ments by handlers and importers that
shall be credited toward any amount
for which the handlers and importers
may become liable. The Board shall not
be obligated to pay interest on any ad-
vance payment.

(i) The Board is hereby authorized to
borrow money for the payment of ad-
ministrative expenses subject to the
same fiscal, budget, and audit controls
as other funds of the Board.

(j) The Board may authorize other or-
ganizations to collect assessments in
its behalf with the approval of the Sec-
retary. Any reimbursement by the
Board for such services shall be based
on reasonable charges for services ren-
dered.

[564 FR 24545, June 8, 1989, as amended at 60
FR 10798, Feb. 28, 1995]
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(a) The Board may exempt water-
melons used for nonfood purposes from
the provisions of this Plan and shall es-
tablish adequate safeguards against
improper use of such exemptions.

(b) Importers of less than 150,000
pounds of watermelons per year shall
be entitled to apply for a refund that is
equal to the rate of assessment paid by
domestic producers.

(c) The Secretary may adjust the
quantity of the weight exemption spec-
ified in paragraph (b) of this section on
the recommendation of the Board after
an opportunity for public notice and
comment to reflect significant changes
in the 5-year average yield per acre of
watermelons produced in the United
States.

(d) The Board shall have the author-
ity to establish rules, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, for certifying

Exemption from assessment.
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whether a person meets the definition
of a producer under section 1210.306.

[64 FR 24545, June 8, 1989, as amended at 60
FR 10799, Feb. 28, 1995]

§1210.343 [Reserved]

§1210.344 Operating reserve.

The Board may establish an oper-
ating monetary reserve and may carry
over to subsequent fiscal periods excess
funds in a reserve so established; Pro-
vided, That funds in the reserve shall
not exceed approximately two fiscal
periods’ expenses. Such reserve funds
may be used to defray any expenses au-
thorized under this subpart.

REPORTS, BOOKS, AND RECORDS

§1210.350 Reports.

(a) Each handler shall maintain a
record with respect to each producer
for whom watermelons were handled
and for watermelons produced and han-
dled by the handler. Handlers shall re-
port to the Board at such times and in
such manner as the Board may pre-
scribe by regulations whatever infor-
mation as may be necessary in order
for the Board to perform its duties.
Such reports may include, but shall
not be limited to, the following infor-
mation:

(1) Total quantity of watermelons
handled for each producer and by the
handler, including those which are ex-
empt under this Plan;

(2) Total quantity of watermelons
handled for each producer and by the
handler, on which the producer assess-
ment was collected;

(3) Name and address of each person
from whom an assessment was col-
lected, the amount collected from each
person, and the date such collection
was made; and

(4) Name and address of each person
claiming exemption from assessment
and a copy of each such person’s claim
of exemption.

(b) Each importer of watermelons
shall maintain a separate record that
includes a record of:

(1) The total quantity of watermelons
imported into the United States that
are included under the terms of this
Plan;
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(2) The total quantity of watermelons
that are exempt from the Plan; and

(3) Such other information as may be
prescribed by the Board.

(c) Each importer shall report to the
Board at such times and in such man-
ner as it may prescribe such informa-
tion as may be necessary for the Board
to perform its duties under this part.

[64 FR 24545, June 8, 1989, as amended at 60
FR 10799, Feb. 28, 1995]

§1210.351 Books and records.

Each handler and importer subject to
this Plan shall maintain, and during
normal business hours make available
for inspection by employees of the
Board or Secretary, such books and
records as are necessary to carry out
the provisions of this Plan and the reg-
ulations issued thereunder, including
such records as are necessary to verify
any required reports. Such records
shall be maintained for 2 years beyond
the fiscal period of their applicability.

[64 FR 24545, June 8, 1989, as amended at 60
FR 10799, Feb. 28, 1995]

§1210.352 Confidential treatment.

(a) All information obtained from the
books, records, or reports required to
be maintained under §§1210.350 and
1210.351 shall be kept confidential and
shall not be disclosed to the public by
any person. Only such information as
the Secretary deems relevant shall be
disclosed to the public and then only in
a suit or administrative hearing
brought at the direction, or on the re-
quest, of the Secretary, or to which the
Secretary or any officer of the United
States is a party, and involving this
Plan: Except that nothing in this sub-
part shall be deemed to prohibit:

(1) The issuance of general state-
ments based on the reports of a number
of handlers or importers subject to this
Plan if such statements do not identify
the information furnished by any per-
son; or

(2) The publication by direction of
the Secretary of the name of any per-
son violating this Plan together with a
statement of the particular provisions
of this Plan violated by such person.

(b) Any disclosure of confidential in-
formation by any employee of the
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