§1435.103

§1435.103 Loan rates.

(a) The national average loan rate for
raw cane sugar produced from the 1996
through 2002 crops of domestically-
grown sugarcane is 18 cents per pound,
raw value.

(b) The national average loan rate for
refined beet sugar from 1996-2002-crop
domestically-grown sugar beets is 22.90
cents per pound of refined beet sugar.

(¢c) The loan rates for eligible sugar
are adjusted to reflect the processing
location of the sugar offered as loan
collateral and are available from State
and county offices.

§1435.104 Eligibility requirements.

(a) An eligible producer is the owner
of a portion or all of the domestically-
produced sugar beets or sugarcane, in-
cluding share rent landowners, at both
the time of harvest and the time of de-
livery to the processor, except pro-
ducers determined to be ineligible as a
result of the regulations governing
highly erodible land and wetland con-
servation found at 7 CFR part 12, regu-
lations governing crop insurance at 7
CFR part 400, or the regulations gov-
erning controlled substance violations
at 7 CFR part 718.

(b) A sugar beet or sugarcane proc-
essor is eligible for loans if the proc-
essor agrees to all the terms and condi-
tions in the loan application and the
note and security agreement.

(c) Sugar pledged as collateral during
the crop year:

(1) May not exceed the quantity de-
rived from processing domestically-
grown sugar beets or sugarcane from
eligible producers during the applicable
crop year;

(2) Must be processed and owned by
the eligible processor and stored in
suitable storage;

(3) May not have been processed from
imported sugarcane, sugar beets, or
molasses;

(4) Must have been processed in the
United States or Puerto Rico; and

(5) Must have processor certification
in the loan application that the sugar
is eligible and available to be pledged
as collateral.

(d) Sugar must meet the following
minimum quality requirements to be
eligible to be pledged as loan collat-
eral:
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(1) Refined beet sugar to be pledged
as loan collateral must be:

(i) Dry and free flowing;

(ii) Free of excessive sediment; and

(iii) Free of any objectionable color,
flavor, odor, or other characteristic
which would impair its
merchantability or which would impair
or prevent its use for normal commer-
cial purposes.

(2) Raw cane sugar to be pledged as
loan collateral must be:

(i) Of reasonable grain size;

(ii) Free from excessive color or
moisture; and

(iii) Free of any objectionable color,
flavor, odor, or other characteristic
which would impair its
merchantability or which would impair
or prevent its use for normal refining
or commercial purposes.

(3) Sugarcane syrup or edible molas-
ses must be free from any objectionable
color, flavor, odor, or other char-
acteristic which would impair the
merchantability of such syrup or mo-
lasses or would impair or prevent the
use of such syrup or molasses for nor-
mal commercial purposes.

§1435.105 Availability, disbursement,

and maturity of loans.

(a) To obtain a loan, a processor
must:

(1) File a loan request, as CCC pre-
scribes, no later than September 30,
1997, for the 1996 crop year, no earlier
than October 1 and no later than Sep-
tember 30 of the applicable crop year
for the 1997-2001 crop years, and no ear-
lier than October 1, 2002 and no later
than June 30, 2003, for the 2002 crop
year, with the State committee of the
State where such  processor is
headquartered, or with a county com-
mittee designated by the State com-
mittee;

(2) Execute a note and security agree-
ment as CCC prescribes; and

(3) Pay CCC a loan service fee in con-
nection with the disbursement of each
loan. The Executive Vice President,
CCC, will determine and announce the
service fee amount.

(b) If there are any liens or encum-
brances on sugar pledged as collateral
for a loan, the processor must obtain

488



