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(A) The practices in the system need
to be applied at once so that the sys-
tem is fully functioning to resolve the
natural resource problem;

(B) The natural resource problem is
so severe that resolving the problem
immediately is needed;

(C) The producer needs to complete
the practices in one year so that the
farming operation is not interrupted or
disturbed by the practice installation
over a 5–10 year period; or

(D) The producer can install the prac-
tices at a lower total cost when in-
stalled in one year, thereby reducing
the program payments.

(ii) With respect to land under EQIP
contract which is inherited in the sec-
ond or subsequent years of the con-
tract, the $10,000 fiscal year limitation
shall not apply to the extent that the
payments from any contracts on the
inherited land cause an heir, who was
party to an EQIP contract on other
lands prior to the inheritance, to ex-
ceed the annual limit.

(iii) With regard to contracts on trib-
al land, Indian trust land, or BIA allot-
ted land, payments exceeding one limi-
tation may be made to the tribal ven-
ture if an official of the BIA or tribal
official certifies in writing that no one
person directly or indirectly will re-
ceive more than the limitation.

(4) Any cooperative association of
producers that markets commodities
for producers shall not be considered to
be a person eligible for payment.

(5) The status of an individual or en-
tity on the date of application shall be
the basis on which the determination
of the number of persons involved in
the farming operation is made.

(6) A participant shall not be eligible
for cost-share or incentive payments
for conservation practices on eligible
land if the participant receives cost-
share payments or other benefits for
the same land under the Conservation
Reserve Program (16 U.S.C. 3831–3836)
or the Wetlands Reserve Program (16
U.S.C. 3837 et seq.).

(d) The participant and NRCS must
certify that a conservation practice is
completed in accordance with the con-
tract before the CCC will approve the
payment of any cost-share or incentive
payments.

(e) CCC expenditures under a con-
tract entered into during a fiscal year
shall not be made until the subsequent
fiscal year.

§ 1466.24 Contract modifications and
transfers of land.

(a) The participant and CCC may
modify a contract if the participant
and CCC agree to the contract modi-
fication and the conservation plan is
revised in accordance with NRCS re-
quirements and is approved by the con-
servation district.

(b) The parties may agree to transfer
a contract with the agreement of all
parties to the contract. The transferee
must be determined by CCC to be eligi-
ble and shall assume full responsibility
under the contract, including operation
and maintenance of those conservation
practices already installed and to be
installed as a condition of the contract.

(c) CCC may require a participant to
refund all or a portion of any assist-
ance earned under EQIP if the partici-
pant sells or loses control of the land
under an EQIP contract and the new
owner or controller is not eligible to
participate in the program or refuses
to assume responsibility under the con-
tract.

§ 1466.25 Contract violations and ter-
mination.

(a)(1) If CCC determines that a par-
ticipant is in violation of the terms of
a contract or documents incorporated
by reference into the contract, CCC
shall give the participant a reasonable
time, as determined by the FSA county
committee, in consultation with NRCS,
to correct the violation and comply
with the terms of the contract and at-
tachments thereto. If a participant
continues in violation, the FSA county
committee may, in consultation with
NRCS, terminate the EQIP contract.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, a con-
tract termination shall be effective im-
mediately upon a determination by the
FSA county committee, in consulta-
tion with NRCS, that the participant
has submitted false information or
filed a false claim, or engaged in any
act for which a finding of ineligibility
for payments is permitted under the
provisions of § 1466.35, or in a case in
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which the actions of the party involved
are deemed to be sufficiently purpose-
ful or negligent to warrant a termi-
nation without delay.

(b)(1) If CCC terminates a contract,
the participant shall forfeit all rights
for future payments under the contract
and shall refund all or part of the pay-
ments received, plus interest deter-
mined in accordance with part 1403 of
this chapter. The FSA county com-
mittee, in consultation with NRCS, has
the option of requiring only partial re-
fund of the payments received if a pre-
viously installed conservation practice
can function independently, are not af-
fected by the violation or other con-
servation practices that would have
been installed under the contract, and
the participant agrees to operate and
maintain the installed conservation
practice for the life span of the prac-
tice.

(2) If CCC terminates a contract due
to breach of contract or the participant
voluntarily terminates the contract be-
fore any contractual payments have
been made, the participant shall forfeit
all rights for further payments under
the contract and shall pay such liq-
uidated damages as are prescribed in
the contract. The FSA county com-
mittee, in consultation with NRCS,
will have the option to waive the liq-
uidated damages depending upon the
circumstances of the case.

(3) When making all contract termi-
nation decisions, CCC may reduce the
amount of money owed by the partici-
pant by a proportion which reflects the
good faith effort of the participant to
comply with the contract, or the hard-
ships beyond the participant’s control
that have prevented compliance with
the contract.

(4) The participant may voluntarily
terminate a contract if CCC agrees
based on CCC’s determination that ter-
mination is in the public interest.

(5) In carrying out its role in this sec-
tion, NRCS may consult with the local
conservation district.

Subpart C—General
Administration

§ 1466.30 Appeals.
(a) A participant may obtain admin-

istrative review of an adverse decision

under EQIP in accordance with parts 11
and 614 of this title, except as provided
in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) The following decisions are not
appealable:

(1) Payment rates, payment limits,
and cost-share percentages;

(2) The designation of State-approved
priority areas, national conservation
priority areas, or significant statewide
natural resource concerns;

(3) NRCS funding allocations to
States or priority areas;

(4) Eligible conservation practices;
and

(5) Other matters of general applica-
bility.

§ 1466.31 Compliance with regulatory
measures.

Participants who carry out conserva-
tion practices shall be responsible for
obtaining the authorities, rights, ease-
ments, or other approvals necessary for
the implementation, operation, and
maintenance of the conservation prac-
tices in keeping with applicable laws
and regulations. Participants shall be
responsible for compliance with all
laws and for all effects or actions re-
sulting from the participant’s perform-
ance under the contract.

§ 1466.32 Access to operating unit.
Any authorized CCC representative

shall have the right to enter an oper-
ating unit or tract for the purpose of
ascertaining the accuracy of any rep-
resentations made in a contract or in
anticipation of entering a contract, as
to the performance of the terms and
conditions of the contract. Access shall
include the right to provide technical
assistance and inspect any work under-
taken under the contract. The CCC rep-
resentative shall make a reasonable ef-
fort to contact the participant prior to
the exercise of this provision.

§ 1466.33 Performance based upon ad-
vice or action of representatives of
CCC.

If a participant relied upon the ad-
vice or action of any authorized rep-
resentative of CCC, and did not know
or have reason to know that the action
or advice was improper or erroneous,
the FSA county committee, in con-
sultation with NRCS, may accept the
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