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Subpart A—General Provisions

§1466.1 Applicability.

Through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP), the Com-
modity Credit Corporation (CCC) pro-
vides technical, educational, and finan-
cial assistance to eligible farmers and
ranchers to address soil, water, and re-
lated natural resources concerns, and
to encourage environmental enhance-
ments, on their lands in an environ-
mentally beneficial and cost-effective
manner. The purposes of the program
are achieved through the implementa-
tion of structural, vegetative, and land
management practices on eligible land.

7 CFR Ch. XIV (1-1-01 Edition)

§1466.2 Administration.

(a) Administration of EQIP is shared
by the Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) and the Farm Service
Agency (FSA) as set forth below.

(b) NRCS shall:

(1) Provide overall program manage-
ment and implementation leadership
for EQIP;

(2) Establish policies, procedures, pri-
orities, and guidance for program im-
plementation, including determination
of priority areas;

(3) Establish cost-share and incentive
payment limits;

(4) Determine eligibility of practices;

(5) Provide technical leadership for
conservation planning and implemen-
tation, quality assurance, and evalua-
tion of program performance; and

(6) Make funding decisions and deter-
mine allocations of program funds.

(c) FSA shall:

(1) Be responsible for the administra-
tive processes and procedures for appli-
cations, contracting, and financial
matters, including allocation and pro-
gram accounting; and

(2) Provide leadership for estab-
lishing, implementing, and overseeing
administrative processes for applica-
tions, contracts, payment processes,
and administrative and financial per-
formance reporting.

(d) NRCS and FSA shall concur in es-
tablishing policies, priorities, and
guidelines related to the implementa-
tion of this part.

(e) No delegation herein to lower or-
ganizational levels shall preclude the
Chief of NRCS, or the Administrator of
FSA, or a designee, from determining
any question arising under this part or
from reversing or modifying any deter-
mination made under this part that is
the responsibility of their respective

agencies.
(f) CCC may enter into cooperative
agreements with other Federal or

State agencies, Indian tribes, conserva-
tion districts, units of local govern-
ment, and public and private not for
profit organizations to assist CCC with
implementation of this part.

§1466.3 Definitions.

The following definitions shall apply
to this part and all documents issued
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in accordance with this part, unless
specified otherwise:

Administrator means the Adminis-
trator of the FSA, United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA), or
designee.

Agricultural land means cropland,
rangeland, pasture, forest land, and
other land on which crops or livestock
are produced.

Animal unit means 1,000 pounds of live
weight of any given livestock species
or any combination of livestock spe-
cies.

Animal waste management facility
means a structural practice used for
the storage or treatment of animal
waste.

Applicant means a producer who has
requested in writing to participate in
EQIP. Producers who are members of a
joint operation shall be considered one
applicant.

Chief means the Chief of NRCS,
USDA, or designee.

Confined livestock operation means a
livestock facility that stables, con-
fines, feeds, or maintains animals for a
total of 45 days or more in any 12-
month period and does not sustain
crops, vegetation, forage growth, or
post-harvest residues within the con-
fined area in the normal growing sea-
son over any portion of the confine-
ment facility.

Conservation district means a political
subdivision of a State, Indian tribe, or
territory, organized pursuant to the
State or territorial soil conservation
district law, or tribal law. The subdivi-
sion may be a conservation district,
soil conservation district, soil and
water conservation district, resource
conservation district, natural resource
district, land conservation committee,
or similar legally constituted body.

Conservation management system
(CMS) means any combination of con-
servation practices and management
practices that, if applied, will protect
or improve the soil, water, or related
natural resources. A CMS may treat
one or all of the natural resources to
the sustainable level, or to a greater or
lesser extent than the sustainable
level.

Conservation plan means a record of a
participant’s decisions, and supporting
information, for treatment of a unit of
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land or water, and includes the sched-
ule of operations, activities, and esti-
mated expenditures needed to solve
identified natural resource problems.

Conservation practice means a speci-
fied treatment, such as a structural or
vegetative practice or a land manage-
ment practice, which is planned and
applied according to NRCS standards
and specifications as a part of a CMS.

Contract means a legal document that
specifies the rights and obligations of
any person who has been accepted for
participation in the program.

Cost-share payment means the mone-
tary or financial assistance from CCC
to the participant to share the cost of
installing a structural or vegetative
practice.

County executive director means the
FSA employee responsible for directing
and managing program and administra-
tive operations in one or more FSA
county offices.

Designated conservationist means a
NRCS employee whom the State con-
servationist has designated as respon-
sible for administration of EQIP. In the
case of a priority area or other area
that crosses State borders, the Chief or
the Chief’s designee will designate the
NRCS official responsible for adminis-
tration of EQIP in the priority area.

Farm Service Agency county committee
means a committee elected by the agri-
cultural producers in the county or
area, in accordance with Section 8(b) of
the Soil Conservation and Domestic Al-
lotment Act, as amended, or designee.

Farm Service Agency State committee
means a committee in a State or the
Caribbean Area (Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands) appointed by the Sec-
retary in accordance with Section 8(b)
of the Soil Conservation and Domestic
Allotment Act, as amended.

Field office technical guide means the
official NRCS guidelines, criteria, and
standards for planning and applying
conservation treatments and conserva-
tion management systems. It contains
detailed information on the conserva-
tion of soil, water, air, plant, and ani-
mal resources applicable to the local
area for which it is prepared.

Incentive payment means the mone-
tary or financial assistance from CCC
to the participant in an amount and at
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a rate determined appropriate to en-
courage the participant to perform a
land management practice that would
not otherwise be initiated without pro-
gram assistance.

Indian tribe means any Indian tribe,
band, nation, or other organized group
or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village
corporation as defined in or established
pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.)
which is recognized as eligible for the
special programs and services provided
by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians.

Indian trust lands means real prop-
erty in which:

(1) The United States holds title as
trustee for a Indian or tribal bene-
ficiary, or

(2) A Indian or tribal beneficiary
holds title and the United States main-
tains a trust relationship.

Land management practice means con-
servation practices that primarily re-
quire site-specific management tech-
niques and methods to conserve, pro-
tect from degradation, or improve soil,
water, or related natural resources in
the most cost-effective manner. Land
management practices include, but are
not limited to, nutrient management,
manure management, integrated pest
management, integrated crop manage-
ment, irrigation water management,
tillage or residue management,
stripcropping, contour farming, grazing
management, and wildlife habitat man-
agement.

Life span means the period of time
specified in the contract or conserva-
tion plan during which the conserva-
tion management systems or compo-
nent conservation practices are to be
maintained and used for the intended
purpose.

Liquidated damages means a sum of
money stipulated in the contract which
the participant agrees to pay if the
participant breaches the contract. The
sum represents an estimate of the an-
ticipated or actual harm caused by the
breach, and reflects the difficulties of
proof of loss and the inconvenience or
nonfeasibility of otherwise obtaining
an adequate remedy.

Livestock means animals produced for
food or fiber such as dairy cattle, beef
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cattle, poultry, turkeys, swine, sheep,
horses, fish and other animals raised
by aquaculture, or animals the State
conservationist identifies in consulta-
tion with the State technical com-
mittee.

Livestock production means farm and
ranch operations involving the produc-
tion, growing, raising, breeding, and re-
production of livestock or livestock
product.

Livestock-related natural resource con-
cern means any environmental condi-
tion, either on-site or off-site, that is
directly related to livestock activity or
to livestock manure or waste.

Local work group means representa-
tives of FSA, the Cooperative State Re-
search, Education, and Extension Serv-
ice (CSREES), the conservation dis-
trict, and other Federal, State, and
local government agencies, including
Tribes and Resource Conservation and
Development councils, with expertise
in natural resources who consult with
NRCS on decisions related to EQIP im-
plementation.

National conservation priority area
means a watershed, multi-state area,
or region of specific environmental
sensitivity designated by the Chief.

Operation and maintenance means
work performed by the participant to
keep the applied conservation practice
functioning for the intended purpose
during its life span. Operation includes
the administration, management, and
performance of non-maintenance ac-
tions needed to keep the completed
practice safe and functioning as in-
tended. Maintenance includes work to
prevent deterioration of the practice,
repairing damage, or replacement of
the practice to its original condition if
one or more components fail.

Participant means an applicant who is
a party to an EQIP contract.

Priority area means a watershed, area,
or region that is designated under this
part because of specific environmental
sensitivities or significant soil, water,
or related natural resource concerns.

Private agribusiness sector means agri-
cultural producers, certified crop advi-
sors, professional crop consultants that
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are certified or certified and inde-
pendent, agricultural cooperatives, in-
tegrated pest management coordina-
tors and scouts, agricultural input re-
tail dealers, and other technical con-
sultants.

Producer means a person who is en-
gaged in livestock or agricultural pro-
duction.

Regional conservationist means the
NRCS employee authorized to direct
and supervise NRCS activities in a
NRCS region.

Related natural resources means those
natural resources that are associated
with soil and water, including air,
plants, and animals, and the land or
water on which they may occur, in-
cluding grazing land, wetland, forest
land, and wildlife habitat.

Resource management system means a
conservation management system that,
when implemented, achieves sustain-
able use of the soil, water, and related
natural resources.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture.

State conservationist means the NRCS
employee authorized to direct and su-
pervise NRCS activities in a State, the
Caribbean Area, or the Pacific Basin
Area.

State executive director means the FSA
employee authorized to direct and su-
pervise FSA activities in a State or the
Caribbean Area (Puerto Rico and the
Virgin Islands).

State technical committee means a
committee established by the Sec-
retary in a State pursuant to 16 U.S.C.
3861.

Structural practice means a conserva-
tion practice which primarily involves
the establishment, construction, or in-
stallation of a site-specific measure to
conserve, protect from degradation, or
improve soil, water, or related natural
resources in the most cost-effective
manner. Examples include, but are not
limited to, animal waste management
facilities, terraces, grassed waterways,
tailwater pits, livestock water develop-
ments, and capping of abandoned wells.

Technical assistance means the per-
sonnel and support resources needed to
conduct conservation planning; con-
servation practice survey, layout, de-
sign, installation, and certification;
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training, certification, and provide
quality assurance for professional con-
servationists; and evaluation and as-
sessment of the program.

Unit of concern means a parcel of ag-
ricultural land that has natural re-
source conditions that are of concern
to the participant.

Vegetative practice means a conserva-
tion practice which primarily involves
the establishment or planting of a site-
specific vegetative measure to con-
serve, protect from degradation, or im-
prove soil, water, or related natural re-
sources in the most cost-effective man-
ner. Examples include, but are not lim-
ited to, contour grass strips,
filterstrips, critical area plantings,
tree planting, and permanent wildlife
habitat.

§1466.4 Program requirements.

(a) Program participation is vol-
untary. The participant, in cooperation
with the local conservation district,
develops a conservation plan for the
farm or ranching unit of concern. The
participant’s conservation plan serves
as the basis for the EQIP contract. CCC
provides cost-share or incentive pay-
ments to apply needed conservation
practices and land use adjustments
within a time schedule specified by the
conservation plan.

(b) The Chief determines the funds
available to NRCS for technical assist-
ance according to the purpose and pro-
jected cost for which the technical as-
sistance is provided by NRCS or des-
ignee in a fiscal year. The Chief allo-
cates an amount according to the type
of expertise required, the quantity of
time involved, the timeliness required,
the technology needed, and other fac-
tors as determined appropriate by the
Chief. Funding shall not exceed the
projected cost to NRCS of the technical
assistance provided in a fiscal year.

(c) To be eligible to participate in
EQIP, an applicant must:

(1) Be in compliance with the highly
erodible land and wetland conservation
provisions found at part 12 of this title;

(2) Have control of the land for the
life of the proposed contract period.

(i) An exception may be made by the
Chief in the case of land allotted by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), tribal
land, or other instances in which the
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