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applicable in the case of drug and alcoholic
treatment centers and those group homes
which act as authorized representatives for
their residents. However, drug and alcohol
treatment centers and the heads of group liv-
ing arrangements that act as authorized rep-
resentatives for their residents, and which
intentionally misrepresent households cir-
cumstances, may be prosecuted under appli-
cable Federal and State statutes for their
acts.

(D) Homeless meal providers, as defined in
§ 271.2 of this chapter, may not act as author-
ized representatives for homeless food stamp
recipients.

(ii) In order to prevent abuse of the pro-
gram, the State agency may set a limit on
the number of households an authorized rep-
resentative may represent.

(iii) In the event employers, such as those
that employ migrant or seasonal farm-
workers, are designated as authorized rep-
resentatives or that a single authorized rep-
resentative has access to a large number of
authorization documents or coupons, the
State agency should exercise caution to as-
sure that each household has freely re-
quested the assistance of the authorized rep-
resentative, the household’s circumstances
are correctly represented, the household is
receiving the correct amount of benefits and
that the authorized representative is prop-
erly using the benefits.

§ 273.3 Residency.

(a) A household shall live in the
State in which it files an application
for participation. The State agency
may also require a household to file an
application for participation in a speci-
fied project area (as defined in § 271.2 of
this chapter) or office within the State.
No individual may participate as a
member of more than one household or
in more than one project area, in any
month, unless an individual is a resi-
dent of a shelter for battered women
and children as defined in § 271.2 and
was a member of a household con-
taining the person who had abused him
or her. Residents of shelters for bat-
tered women and children shall be han-
dled in accordance with § 273.11(g). The
State agency shall not impose any
durational residency requirements. The
State agency shall not require an oth-
erwise eligible household to reside in a
permanent dwelling or have a fixed
mailing address as a condition of eligi-
bility. Nor shall residency require an
intent to reside permanently in the
State or project area. Persons in a

project area solely for vacation pur-
poses shall not be considered residents.

(b) When a household moves within
the State, the State agency may re-
quire the household to reapply in the
new project area or it may transfer the
household’s casefile to the new project
area and continue the household’s cer-
tification without reapplication. If the
State agency chooses to transfer the
case, it shall act on changes in house-
hold circumstances resulting from the
move in accordance with § 273.12(c) or
§ 273.21. It shall also ensure that dupli-
cate participation does not occur in ac-
cordance with § 272.4(f) of this chapter,
and that the transfer of a household’s
case shall not adversely affect the
household.

[46 FR 60166, Dec. 8, 1981, as amended by
Amdt. 211, 47 FR 53317, Nov. 26, 1982; Amdt.
269, 51 FR 10785, Mar. 28, 1986; Amdt. 274, 51
FR 18750, May 21, 1986; Amdt. 364, 61 FR 54317,
Oct. 17, 1996]

§ 273.4 Citizenship and alien status.

(a) Citizens and eligible aliens. State
agencies shall prohibit participation in
the program by any person who is not
a resident of the United States and one
of the following:

(1) A United States citizen.
(2) An alien lawfully admitted for

permanent residence as an immigrant
as defined in sections 101(a)(15) and
101(a)(20) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act. However, an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence
pursuant to section 245A of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act must be
eligible as specified in paragraph (a)(8)
of this section.

(3) An alien who entered the United
States prior to January 1, 1972 or some
later date as required by law, and has
continuously maintained residency in
the United States since then, and is
not ineligible for citizenship, but is
considered to be lawfully admitted for
permanent residence as a result of an
exercise of discretion by the Attorney
General pursuant to section 249 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act.

(4) An alien who is qualified for entry
pursuant to section 207 or 208 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act.
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