§3017.305

any mitigating factors shall be consid-
ered in making any debarment deci-
sion.

§3017.305 Causes for debarment.

Debarment may be imposed in ac-
cordance with the provisions of
§§3017.300 through §3017.314 for:

(a) Conviction of or civil judgment
for:

(1) Commission of fraud or a criminal
offense in connection with obtaining,
attempting to obtain, or performing a
public or private agreement or trans-
action;

(2) Violation of Federal or State anti-
trust statutes, including those pro-
scribing price fixing between competi-
tors, allocation of customers between
competitors, and bid rigging;

(3) Commission of embezzlement,
theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or
destruction of records, making false
statements, receiving stolen property,
making false claims, or obstruction of
justice; or

(4) Commission of any other offense
indicating a lack of business integrity
or business honesty that seriously and
directly affects the present responsi-
bility of a person.

(b) Violation of the terms of a public
agreement or transaction so serious as
to affect the integrity of an agency
program, such as:

(1) A willful failure to perform in ac-
cordance with the terms of one or more
public agreements or transactions;

(2) A history of failure to perform or
of unsatisfactory performance of one or
more public agreements or trans-
actions; or

(3) A willful violation of a statutory
or regulatory provision or requirement
applicable to a public agreement or
transaction.

(c) Any of the following causes:

(1) A nonprocurement debarment by
any Federal agency taken before March
1, 1989, the effective date of these regu-
lations or a procurement debarment by
any Federal agency taken pursuant to
48 CFR Subpart 9.4;

(2) Knowingly doing business with a
debarred, suspended, ineligible, or vol-
untarily excluded person, in connection
with a covered transaction, except as
permitted in §3017.215 or §3017.220;
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(3) Failure to pay a single substantial
debt, or a number of outstanding debts
(including disallowed costs and over-
payments, but not including sums owed
the Federal Government under the In-
ternal Revenue Code) owed to any Fed-
eral agency or instrumentality, pro-
vided the debt is uncontested by the
debtor or, if contested, provided that
the debtor’s legal and administrative
remedies have been exhausted;

(4) Violation of a material provision
of a voluntary exclusion agreement en-
tered into under §3017.315 or of any set-
tlement of a debarment or suspension
action; or

(5) Violation of any requirement of
Subpart F of this part, relating to pro-
viding a drug-free workplace, as set
forth in §3017.615 of this part.

(d) Any other cause of so serious or
compelling a nature that it affects the
present responsibility of a person.
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§3017.310 Procedures.

USDA shall process debarment ac-
tions as informally as practicable, con-
sistent with the principles of funda-
mental fairness, using the procedures
in §§3017.311 through 3017.314.

§3017.311 Investigation and referral.

Information concerning the existence
of a cause for debarment from any
source shall be promptly reported, in-
vestigated, and referred, when appro-
priate, to the debarring official for con-
sideration. After consideration, the de-
barring official may issue a notice of
proposed debarment.

(a) The decision to utilize agency
personnel, the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral (OIG), or other appropriate re-
sources to conduct the investigation
and develop the documentation re-
quired by paragraph (b) of this section
is the responsibility of the agency pos-
sessing the information.

(b) Basic documentation shall be de-
veloped that includes but is not limited
to:

(1) The name of the specific respond-
ent(s) against whom the action is being
proposed or taken;

(2) The reason(s) for proposing the de-
barment;
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