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§3600.1 General.

The National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) was established on
April 17, 1986, by Secretary’s Memo-
randum 1020-24, which renamed the
Statistical Reporting Service concur-
rent with an internal restructuring.
Primary NASS responsibilities are de-
velopment and dissemination of na-
tional and State agricultural statis-
tics, statistical research, and coordina-
tion of Department statistical pro-
grams.

§3600.2 Organization.

The headquarters organization con-
sists of: The Administrator and Asso-
ciate Administrator; Deputy Adminis-
trator for Field Operations; Four Divi-
sions: Estimates, Survey Management,
Research, and Systems and Informa-
tion; and the Agricultural Statistics
Board. In the field, each of the 45 State
Statistical Offices, serving the 50
States, is under a State Statistician.

§3600.3 Functions.

(a) Administrator. The Administrator
is responsible for the formulation of
current, intermediate, and long-range
policies and plans to carry out a broad
statistical program for the agricultural
sector and Departmental functions and
activities assigned to NASS. Specific
functions are:

(1) Administering an agricultural sta-
tistics program which includes esti-
mates of production, marketings, in-
ventories, and selected economic char-
acteristics of the U.S. agricultural and
rural economy.

(2) Administering a methodological
research program to improve agricul-

tural data collection and processing,
data management, estimation, and
forecasting.

(3) Administering programs to con-
duct surveys for other agencies, im-
prove statistics through statistical
standards for the Department, and co-
ordinate statistical methods and tech-
niques within the Federal Government.

(4) Administering statistical pro-
grams jointly developed through coop-
erative agreements with State agen-
cies, universities, private groups, and
other Federal agencies.

(5) Administering selected inter-
national agricultural statistics pro-
grams which provide foreign technical
assistance, training on statistical
methodology for developing countries,
and exchange of information.

(b) Associate Administrator. The Asso-
ciate Administrator is responsible for
advising and counseling the Adminis-
trator and high-level policy officials on
matters related to programs of NASS.
Major functions include:

(1) Chairing Agricultural Statistics
Board activities, designating Board
membership, presiding at Board ses-
sions, and formulating specific proce-
dures.

(2) Chairing the NASS Strategic
Planning Council which coordinates
long-range planning, information re-
sources management, and research re-
views.

(3) Chairing the Resource Manage-
ment Council which coordinates NASS
hiring, promotion, and training activi-
ties.

(c) Deputy Administrator for Field Op-
erations. The Deputy Administrator
manages and coordinates data collec-
tion and estimating programs carried
out by State Statistical Offices. This
includes supervision of statistical pro-
grams with cooperating State and pri-
vate groups, universities, and other
Federal agencies. Major functions in-
clude:

(1) Formulating policies and pro-
grams that relate to functions and re-
sponsibilities of State Statistical Of-
fices.

471



