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employees are subject to the applicable
provisions of the Department’s admin-
istrative regulations relating to polit-
ical activity.

§ 51.48 Inspector’s identification.

Each inspector shall have in his pos-
session at all times, and present upon
request, while on duty, the means of
identification furnished by the Depart-
ment to such person.

§ 51.49 Approved identifications.

(a) Grade marks. The approved shield
mark with the appropriate U.S. grade
designation may be used on containers,
labels or otherwise indicated on the
package when: (1) The product has been
packed under continuous inspection as
provided by the Inspection Service, (2)
the plant in which the product is
packed is maintained under good com-
mercial sanitary practices, and (3) the
product has been certified by an inspec-
tor as meeting the requirements of
U.S. Grade A, U.S. Grade No. 1, or a
higher U.S. grade as shown within the
shield. The shields with approved grade
designation for use shall be similar in
form and design to the examples in fig-
ures 1 and 2 of this section.

(b) Inspection legends. The approved
continuous inspection legends may be

used on containers, labels or otherwise
indicated on the package when: (1) The
product has been packed under contin-
uous inspection provided by the Inspec-
tion Service, (2) the plant in which the
product is packed is maintained under
good commercial sanitary practices,
and (3) the product meets the require-
ments of such quality, grade, or speci-
fication as may be approved by the Ad-
ministrator. The continuous inspection
legends approved for use shall be simi-
lar in form and design to the examples
in figures 3 and 4.

(c) Combined grade and inspection leg-
ends. The grade marks set forth in
paragraph (a) of this section and illus-
trated by figures 1 and 2 of this section
and the inspection legends set forth in
paragraph (b) of this section and illus-
trated by figures 3 and 4 of paragraph
(b) of this section may be combined
into a consolidated grade and inspec-
tion legend for use on products which
meet the requirements of both of these
paragraphs. See figure 5.
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(d) Packer identification. The packer’s
name and address or assigned code
number or other mark identifying the
packer as may be approved by the Ad-
ministrator, shall appear on any con-
tainer bearing grade marks or inspec-
tion legends approved under paragraph
(a), (b), or (c) of this section, as illus-
trated by the example in figure 6.

(e) Other identification marks. Prod-
ucts may be inspected on a lot inspec-
tion basis as provided in this part and
identified by an official inspection

mark similar in form and design to fig-
ure 7 of this paragraph. The use of this
mark or other comparable identifica-
tion marks may be required by the Ad-
ministrator whenever he determines
that such identification is necessary in
order to maintain the identity of lots
which have been inspected and cer-
tified.

[38 FR 7448, Mar. 22, 1973. Redesignated at 42
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981]

§ 51.50 Custody of official inspection
marking devices.

All official inspection marking de-
vices as shown in figure 6 of § 51.49 shall
be kept in the custody of the Agricul-
tural Marketing Service and accurate
records shall be kept of these devices.
Each inspection office shall keep a
record of the devices assigned to it.
Such devices shall be distributed only
to authorized employees of the Depart-
ment who shall keep the devices in
their official possession or control at
all times and keep complete records of
such devices.

§ 51.51 Prohibited uses of approved
identification.

No label or advertising material used
on, or in conjunction with any product,
shall bear a brand name, trademark,
product name or any other descriptive
material that incorporates, resembles,
simulates, or alludes to any official
U.S. Department of Agriculture grade
mark, grade statement, continuous in-
spection legend, sampling mark or
sampling statement, or combination of
one or more thereof.
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