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§784.2 Administration.

(a) This part shall be administered by
the Farm Service Agency (FSA) under
the general direction and supervision
of the Deputy Administrator for Farm
Programs, FSA. The program shall be
carried out in the field by FSA State
and county committees (State and
county committees).

(b) State and county committees, and
representatives and employees thereof,
do not have the authority to modify or
waive any of the provisions of the regu-
lations in this part.

(c) The State committee shall take
any action required by this part which
has not been taken by the county com-
mittee. The State committee shall
also:

(1) Correct, or require a county com-
mittee to correct, any action taken by
such county committee which is not in
accordance with the regulations of this
part; or

(2) Require a county committee to
withhold taking any action which is
not in accordance with the regulations
of this part.

(d) No delegation herein to a State or
county committee shall preclude the
Deputy Administrator for Farm Pro-
grams, FSA, or a designee, from deter-
mining any question arising under the
program or from reversing or modi-
fying any determination made by a
State or county committee.

(e) The Deputy Administrator for
Farm Programs, FSA, may authorize
State and county committees to waive
or modify deadlines and other program
requirements in cases where timeliness
or failure to meet such other require-
ments does not adversely affect the op-
eration of the program.

§784.3 Definitions.

The definitions set forth in this sec-
tion shall be applicable for all purposes
of administering the Lamb Meat Ad-
justment Assistance Program estab-
lished by this part.

Agricultural Marketing Service or AMS
means the Agricultural Marketing
Service of the Department.

Application means the Lamb Meat
Adjustment Assistance Program Appli-
cation, Forms FSA-382 and FSA-383.

Department means the United States
Department of Agriculture.
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Eligible lambs means feeder lambs and
slaughter lambs.

Farm Service Agency or FSA means the
Farm Service Agency of the Depart-
ment.

Feeder lamb means a ewe or wether of
less than 1 year of age that when sold
is intended to be further fed a grain
concentrate diet to reach an acceptable
slaughter market weight.

Muscling confirmation score of ‘‘Aver-
age Choice’” means a muscling con-
firmation score of that designation as-
signed in accordance with official
USDA standards and procedures.

Person means any individual, group
of individuals, partnership, corpora-
tion, estate, trust, association, cooper-
ative, or other business enterprise or
other legal entity who is, or whose
members are, a citizen or citizens of, or
legal resident alien or aliens in the
United States.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture or any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department who has been
delegated the authority to act in the
Secretary’s stead with respect to the
program established in this part.

Sheep and lamb operation means any
self-contained, separate enterprise op-
erated as an independent unit exclu-
sively within the United States in
which a person or group of persons
raise sheep and/or lambs.

Sheep improvement program means the
‘“National Sheep Improvement Pro-
gram’ operated by the American Sheep
Industry Association or other similar
program for herd improvement ap-
proved by the FSA with respect to pay-
ments under this part.

Slaughter lamb means a lamb that is
sold for immediate slaughter.

United States means the 50 States of
the United States of America, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico.

USDA Choice, USDA Prime, USDA
Yield Grade 2 means, respectively, the
classifications so designated under the
Official United States Standards for
Grades of Lamb, Yearling, Mutton, and
Mutton Carcasses promulgated by the
Secretary of Agriculture under the Ag-
ricultural Marketing Act of 1946, as
amended (60 Stat. 1087; 7 U.S.C. 1621-
1627) and related authorities.
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Year 1 means the period of time be-
ginning July 22, 1999, and ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000.

Year 2 means the period of time be-
ginning August 1, 2000, and ending July
31, 2001.

Year 3 means the period of time be-
ginning August 1, 2001, and ending July
31, 2002.

§784.4 Year 1 time and method for ap-
plication.

(a) Sheep and lamb producers may
obtain a ‘“Year 1’ application, Form
FSA-382 (Lamb Meat Adjustment As-
sistance Program Payment Applica-
tion), in person, by mail, by telephone,
or by facsimile from any county FSA
office. In addition, applicants may
download a copy of the Form FSA-382
at http:/www.usda.gov/dafp/psd/.

(b) A request for ‘““Year 1 benefits
under this part must be submitted on a
completed Form FSA-382. The Form
FSA-382 should be submitted to the
FSA county office serving the county
where the sheep and lamb operation is
located but, in any case, must be re-
ceived by the FSA county office by the
close of business on October 13, 2000.
Applications not received by the close
of business on October 13, 2000, will be
returned as not having been timely
filed and the sheep and lamb operation
filing the application will not be eligi-
ble for benefits under this program.

(c) The sheep and lamb operation re-
questing ‘“Year 1’ benefits under this
part must certify to the accuracy of
the information provided in their ap-
plication for benefits. All information
provided is subject to verification and
spot checks by FSA. Refusal to allow
FSA or any other agency of the De-
partment of Agriculture to verify any
information provided will result in a
determination of ineligibility. Data
furnished by the applicant will be used
to determine eligibility for program
benefits. Furnishing the data is vol-
untary; however, without it program
benefits will not be approved. Pro-
viding a false certification may be sub-
ject to additional civil and criminal
sanctions.

(d) Not withstanding any other provi-
sions of this section, payments will not
be made under this section for the ac-
quisition of rams to the extent that
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any such purchase, at any time during
‘“Year 1, created, or help create, a
ratio of rams to ewes for the operation
that was less than 1 ram to 15 ewes.
However, the limitation on payments
provided for in the preceding sentence
shall not apply to the extent that the
operation establishes to the satisfac-
tion of the COC that a lower ratio of
rams to ewes is customary for the oper-
ation.

§784.5 Year 1 eligibility.

(a) To be eligible to receive the
“Year 17 payments under this part, as
described in §784.1, at the rates pro-
vided in §784.6, a sheep and lamb oper-
ation must be engaged in the business
of producing and marketing agricul-
tural products at the time of filing the
application, must have in 1999 gross an-
nual revenue of $2.5 million or less, and
must have done at least one of the fol-
lowing during ‘““Year 1’’:

(1) Purchased rams for breeding pur-
poses within that operation, provided
that such rams must have been at least
90 days of age when purchased and
must have been, or will be, maintained
by the operation for at least 90 days
continuously after the date of pur-
chase;

(2) Enrolled sheep in an eligible sheep
improvement program; or

(3) Made sheep and lamb operation fa-
cility improvements with respect to
their operation.

(b) With respect to paragraph (a)(3) of
this section, in order to receive pay-
ments, the sheep and lamb operation
must submit supporting documenta-
tion of the cost of the improvements
made to the facility during program
“Year 17 and must use facility im-
provements for sheep and lamb produc-
tion activities continuously for at least
the next 3 consecutive years. Upon a
failure to maintain the facility for the
full three years, the operation must re-
fund the ‘““Year 17 facility payment im-
mediately and with interest.

(c) With respect to payments made
for activities addressed in paragraph
(a)(1) of this section, upon any failure
to maintain a ram after payment for
the full required 90-day period, unless
that period has already expired, the op-
eration must immediately refund the
payment made and with interest.
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