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(1) Housing in compatible groups is
not in accordance with a research pro-
posal and the proposal has been ap-
proved by the research facility Com-
mittee;

(2) In the opinion of the attending
veterinarian, such housing would ad-
versely affect the health or well-being
of the dog(s); or

(3) Any dog exhibits aggressive or vi-
cious behavior.

(c) Methods and period of providing ex-
ercise opportunity. (1) The frequency,
method, and duration of the oppor-
tunity for exercise shall be determined
by the attending veterinarian and, at
research facilities, in consultation with
and approval by the Committee.

(2) Dealers, exhibitors, and research
facilities, in developing their plan,
should consider providing positive
physical contact with humans that en-
courages exercise through play or
other similar activities. If a dog is
housed, held, or maintained at a facil-
ity without sensory contact with an-
other dog, it must be provided with
positive physical contact with humans
at least daily.

(3) The opportunity for exercise may
be provided in a number of ways, such
as:
(i) Group housing in cages, pens or
runs that provide at least 100 percent
of the required space for each dog if
maintained separately under the min-
imum floor space requirements of
§3.6(c)(1) of this subpart;

(ii) Maintaining individually housed
dogs in cages, pens, or runs that pro-
vide at least twice the minimum floor
space required by §3.6(c)(1) of this sub-
part;

(iii) Providing access to a run or open
area at the frequency and duration pre-
scribed by the attending veterinarian;
or

(iv) Other similar activities.

(4) Forced exercise methods or de-
vices such as swimming, treadmills, or
carousel-type devices are unacceptable
for meeting the exercise requirements
of this section.

(d) Exemptions. (1) If, in the opinion of
the attending veterinarian, it is inap-
propriate for certain dogs to exercise
because of their health, condition, or
well-being, the dealer, exhibitor, or re-
search facility may be exempted from
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meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion for those dogs. Such exemption
must be documented by the attending
veterinarian and, unless the basis for
exemption is a permanent condition,
must be reviewed at least every 30 days
by the attending veterinarian.

(2) A research facility may be ex-
empted from the requirements of this
section if the principal investigator de-
termines for scientific reasons set forth
in the research proposal that it is inap-
propriate for certain dogs to exercise.
Such exemption must be documented
in the Committee-approved proposal
and must be reviewed at appropriate
intervals as determined by the Com-
mittee, but not less than annually.

(3) Records of any exemptions must
be maintained and made available to
USDA officials or any pertinent fund-
ing Federal agency upon request.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 0579-0093)

§3.9 Feeding.

(a) Dogs and cats must be fed at least
once each day, except as otherwise
might be required to provide adequate
veterinary care. The food must be
uncontaminated, wholesome, palat-
able, and of sufficient quantity and nu-
tritive value to maintain the normal
condition and weight of the animal.
The diet must be appropriate for the
individual animal’s age and condition.

(b) Food receptacles must be used for
dogs and cats, must be readily acces-
sible to all dogs and cats, and must be
located so as to minimize contamina-
tion by excreta and pests, and be pro-
tected from rain and snow. Feeding
pans must either be made of a durable
material that can be easily cleaned and
sanitized or be disposable. If the food
receptacles are not disposable, they
must be kept clean and must be sani-
tized in accordance with §3.11(b) of this
subpart. Sanitization is achieved by
using one of the methods described in
§3.11(b)(3) of this subpart. If the food
receptacles are disposable, they must
be discarded after one use. Self-feeders
may be used for the feeding of dry food.
If self-feeders are used, they must be
kept clean and must be sanitized in ac-
cordance with §3.11(b) of this subpart.
Measures must be taken to ensure that
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there is no molding, deterioration, and
caking of feed.

§3.10 Watering.

If potable water is not continually
available to the dogs and cats, it must
be offered to the dogs and cats as often
as necessary to ensure their health and
well-being, but not less than twice
daily for at least 1 hour each time, un-
less restricted by the attending veteri-
narian. Water receptacles must be kept
clean and sanitized in accordance with
§3.11(b) of this subpart, and before
being used to water a different dog or
cat or social grouping of dogs or cats.

§8.11 Cleaning, sanitization,
keeping, and pest control.

(a) Cleaning of primary enclosures. Ex-
creta and food waste must be removed
from primary enclosures daily, and
from under primary enclosures as often
as necessary to prevent an excessive
accumulation of feces and food waste,
to prevent soiling of the dogs or cats
contained in the primary enclosures,
and to reduce disease hazards, insects,
pests and odors. When steam or water
is used to clean the primary enclosure,
whether by hosing, flushing, or other
methods, dogs and cats must be re-
moved, unless the enclosure is large
enough to ensure the animals would
not be harmed, wetted, or distressed in
the process. Standing water must be
removed from the primary enclosure
and animals in other primary enclo-
sures must be protected from being
contaminated with water and other
wastes during the cleaning. The pans
under primary enclosures with grill-
type floors and the ground areas under
raised runs with mesh or slatted floors
must be cleaned as often as necessary
to prevent accumulation of feces and
food waste and to reduce disease haz-
ards pests, insects and odors.

(b) Sanitization of primary enclosures
and food and water receptacles. (1) Used
primary enclosures and food and water
receptacles must be cleaned and sani-
tized in accordance with this section
before they can be used to house, feed,
or water another dog or cat, or social
grouping of dogs or cats.

(2) Used primary enclosures and food
and water receptacles for dogs and cats
must be sanitized at least once every 2
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weeks using one of the methods pre-
scribed in paragraph (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, and more often if necessary to
prevent an accumulation of dirt, de-
bris, food waste, excreta, and other dis-
ease hazards.

(3) Hard surfaces of primary enclo-
sures and food and water receptacles
must be sanitized using one of the fol-
lowing methods:

(i) Live steam under pressure;

(ii) Washing with hot water (at least
180 °F (82.2 °C)) and soap or detergent,
as with a mechanical cage washer; or

(iii) Washing all soiled surfaces with
appropriate detergent solutions and
disinfectants, or by using a combina-
tion detergent/disinfectant product
that accomplishes the same purpose,
with a thorough cleaning of the sur-
faces to remove organic material, so as
to remove all organic material and
mineral buildup, and to provide saniti-
zation followed by a clean water rinse.

(4) Pens, runs, and outdoor housing
areas using material that cannot be
sanitized using the methods provided
in paragraph (b)(3) of this section, such
as gravel, sand, grass, earth, or absorb-
ent bedding, must be sanitized by re-
moving the contaminated material as
necessary to prevent odors, diseases,
pests, insects, and vermin infestation.

(c) Housekeeping for premises. Prem-
ises where housing facilities are lo-
cated, including buildings and sur-
rounding grounds, must be kept clean
and in good repair to protect the ani-
mals from injury, to facilitate the hus-
bandry practices required in this sub-
part, and to reduce or eliminate breed-
ing and living areas for rodents and
other pests and vermin. Premises must
be kept free of accumulations of trash,
junk, waste products, and discarded
matter. Weeds, grasses, and bushes
must be controlled so as to facilitate
cleaning of the premises and pest con-
trol, and to protect the health and
well-being of the animals.

(d) Pest control. An effective program
for the control of insects, external
parasites affecting dogs and cats, and
birds and mammals that are pests,
must be established and maintained so
as to promote the health and well-



