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inspection

§309.1 Ante-mortem inspection in pens
of official establishments.

(a) All livestock offered for slaughter
in an official establishment shall be ex-
amined and inspected on the day of and
before slaughter unless, because of un-
usual circumstances, prior arrange-
ments acceptable to the Administrator
have been made in specific cases by the
circuit supervisor for such examination
and inspection to be made on a dif-
ferent day before slaughter.

(b) Such ante-mortem inspection
shall be made in pens on the premises
of the establishment at which the live-
stock are offered for slaughter before
the livestock shall be allowed to enter
into any department of the establish-
ment where they are to be slaughtered
or dressed or in which edible products
are handled. When the holding pens of
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an official establishment are located in
a public stockyard and are reserved for
the exclusive use of the establishment,
such pens shall be regarded as part of
the premises of that establishment and
the operator of the establishment shall
be responsible for compliance with all
requirements of the regulations in this
subchapter with respect to such pens.

§309.2 Livestock suspected of being
diseased or affected with certain
conditions; identifying suspects;
disposition on post-mortem inspec-
tion or otherwise.

(a) Any livestock which, on ante-
mortem inspection, do not clearly
show, but are suspected of being af-
fected with any disease or condition
that, under part 311 of this subchapter,
may cause condemnation of the carcass
on post-mortem inspection, and any
livestock which show, on ante-mortem
inspection, any disease or condition
that, under part 311 of this subchapter
would cause condemnation of only part
of the carcass on post-mortem inspec-
tion, shall be so handled as to retain
its identity as a suspect until it is
given final post-mortem inspection,
when the carcass shall be marked and
disposed of as provided in parts 310 and
311 of this subchapter, or until it is dis-
posed of as otherwise provided in this
part.

(b) All seriously crippled animals and
animals commonly termed ‘‘downers,”’
shall be identified as U.S. Suspects and
disposed of as provided in §311.1 of this
subchapter unless they are required to
be classed as condemned under §309.3.

(c) Livestock which have reacted to a
test for leptospirosis, or anaplasmosis,
but which show no symptoms of the
disease, shall be identified as U.S. Sus-
pects and disposed of as provided in
§311.10 of this subchapter.

(d) Livestock which are known to
have reacted to the tuberculin test
shall be identified as U.S. Suspects and
disposed of as provided in §311.2 of this
subchapter, except that livestock bear-
ing an official “USDA Reactor” or
similar State reactor tag shall not be
tagged as U.S. Suspects.

(e) Any cattle found on ante-mortem
inspection to be affected with
epithelioma of the eye or of the orbital
region to a lesser extent than as de-
scribed in §309.6 shall be identified as a
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