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147.1113 Platform GAIL safety zone.
147.1114 Platform HARMONY safety zone.
147.1115 Platform HERITAGE safety zone.
147.1116 Platform IRENE safety zone.

AUTHORITY: 14 U.S.C. 85; 43 U.S.C. 1333; 49
CFR 1.46.

SOURCE: CGD 78–160, 47 FR 9386, Mar. 4,
1982, unless otherwise noted.

§ 147.1 Purpose of safety zones.
Safety zones may be established

around OCS facilities being con-
structed, maintained, or operated on
the Outer Continental Shelf to promote
the safety of life and property on the
facilities, their appurtenances and at-
tending vessels, and on the adjacent
waters within the safety zones. Regula-
tions adopted for safety zones may ex-
tend to the prevention or control of
specific activities and access by vessels
or persons, and include measures to
protect the living resources of the sea
from harmful agents. The regulations
do not encompass the operating equip-
ment or procedures used in the drilling
for and production of oil, gas, or other
minerals, or the transportation of oil,
gas, or other minerals by pipeline ex-
cept as they relate to the safety of life
and property on OCS facilities and on
the waters adjacent to OCS facilities or
to the protection of the living re-
sources of the sea within a safety zone
from harmful agents.

§ 147.5 Delegation of authority.
The authority to establish safety

zones and to issue and enforce safety
zone regulations in accordance with
the provisions of this part is delegated
to District Commanders.

§ 147.10 Establishment of safety zones.
(a) Whenever it comes to the atten-

tion of the District Commander that a
safety zone and regulations may be re-
quired concerning any OCS facility
being constructed, maintained, or oper-
ated on the Outer Continental Shelf or
its appurtenances and attending ves-
sels, or the adjacent waters, the Dis-
trict Commander may initiate appro-
priate inquiry to determine whether a
safety zone and regulations should be
established. In making this determina-
tion, the District Commander considers
all relevant safety factors, including
existing or reasonably foreseeable con-

gestion of vessels, the presence of un-
usually harmful or hazardous sub-
stances, and any obstructions within
500 meters of the OCS facility. If the
District Commander determines that
the circumstances warrant the estab-
lishment of a safety zone and regula-
tions the District Commander takes
action as necessary consistent with the
provisions of this part.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, a safety zone and
necessary regulations may be estab-
lished concerning any OCS facility
being constructed, maintained or oper-
ated on the Outer Continental Shelf,
following publication of a notice of
proposed rule making in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and after interested parties
have been given the opportunity to
submit comments. A zone and nec-
essary regulations may be in effect
during any period when construction
equipment and materials are within 500
meters of the construction site until
the removal of all portions of the facil-
ity.

(c) A safety zone and necessary regu-
lations may be established without
public rule making procedures when
the District Commander determined
that imminent danger exists with re-
spect to the safety of life and property
on an OCS facility constructed, main-
tained, or operated on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf, its appurtenances and at-
tending vessels or adjacent waters. A
safety zone and regulations may be
made effective on the date the rule is
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
However, if circumstances require,
they may be placed into effect imme-
diately, followed promptly by publica-
tion in the FEDERAL REGISTER. The
District Commander may utilize, in ad-
dition to broadcast Notices to Mari-
ners, Local Notices to Mariners, and
Notices to Mariners, newspapers, and
broadcasting stations to disseminate
information concerning a safety zone
and regulations pertaining thereto.
The public may comment concerning
the establishment of a safety zone or
regulations under this paragraph. A
safety zone or regulations may be
modified or withdrawn, as appropriate,
based on the comments received.

(d) Geographic coordinates expressed
in terms of latitude or longitude, or
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