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Subpart B—Assurances

§ 647.10 What assurances must an ap-
plicant submit?

An applicant must submit as part of
its application, assurances that—

(a) Each participant enrolled in the
project will be enrolled in a degree pro-
gram at an institution of higher edu-
cation that participates in one or more
of the student financial assistance pro-
grams authorized under Title IV of the
HEA;

(b) Each participant given a summer
research internship will have com-
pleted his or her sophomore year of
study; and

(c)(1) At least two thirds of the stu-
dents to be served will be low-income
individuals who are first-generation
college students; and

(2) The remaining students to be
served will be members of groups
underrepresented in graduate edu-
cation.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–15)

Subpart C—How Does the
Secretary Make a Grant?

§ 647.20 How does the Secretary de-
cide which new grants to make?

(a) The Secretary evaluates an appli-
cation for a new grant as follows:

(1)(i) The Secretary evaluates an ap-
plication on the basis of the selection
criteria in § 647.21.

(ii) The maximum score for all the
criteria in § 647.21 is 100 points. The
maximum score for each criterion is
indicated in parentheses with the cri-
terion.

(2)(i) For an application from an ap-
plicant who has carried out a McNair
project in the fiscal year immediately
preceding the fiscal year for which the
applicant is applying, the Secretary
evaluates the applicant’s prior experi-
ence on the basis of the criteria in
§ 647.22.

(ii) The maximum score for all the
criteria in § 647.22 is fifteen (15) points.
The maximum score for each criterion
is indicated in parentheses with the
criterion.

(iii) If an applicant described in para-
graph (a)(2)(i) of this section applies for
more than one new grant in the same

fiscal year, the Secretary applies the
criteria in § 647.22 to a project that
seeks to continue support for an exist-
ing McNair project on that campus.

(b) The Secretary makes new grants
in rank order on the basis of the total
scores received by applications under
paragraphs (a)(1) through (a)(3) of this
section.

(c)(1) If the total scores of two or
more applications are the same and
there are insufficient funds for these
applications after the approval of high-
er-ranked applications, the Secretary
uses the remaining funds to achieve an
equitable geographic distribution of all
new projects.

(2) In making an equitable geo-
graphic distribution of new projects,
the Secretary considers only the loca-
tions of new projects.

(d) The Secretary may decline to
make a grant to an applicant that car-
ried out a Federal TRIO Program
project that involved the fraudulent
use of funds.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–11 and 1070a–15)

§ 647.21 What selection criteria does
the Secretary use?

The Secretary uses the following cri-
teria to evaluate an application for a
new grant:

(a) Need (16 Points). The Secretary
reviews each application to determine
the extent to which the applicant can
clearly and definitively demonstrate
the need for a McNair project to serve
the target population. In particular,
the Secretary looks for information
that clearly defines the target popu-
lation; describes the academic, finan-
cial and other problems that prevent
potentially eligible project partici-
pants in the target population from
completing baccalaureate programs
and continuing to postbaccalaureate
programs; and demonstrates that the
project’s target population is underrep-
resented in graduate education, doc-
torate degrees conferred and careers
where a doctorate is a prerequisite.

(b) Objectives (9 points). The Sec-
retary evaluates the quality of the ap-
plicant’s proposed project objectives on
the basis of the extent to which they—

(1) Include both process and outcome
objectives relating to the purpose of
the McNair program stated in § 647.1;
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