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§ 682.301 Eligibility of borrowers for
interest benefits on Stafford and
Consolidation loans.

(a) General. (1) To qualify for benefits
on a Stafford loan, a borrower must
demonstrate financial need in accord-
ance with Part F of the Act.

(2) The Secretary considers a member
of a religious order, group, community,
society, agency, or other organization
who is pursuing a course of study at an
institution of higher education to have
no financial need if that organization—

(i) Has as its primary objective the
promotion of ideals and beliefs regard-
ing a Supreme Being;

(ii) Requires its members to forego
monetary or other support substan-
tially beyond the support it provides;
and

(iii) (A) Directs the member to pur-
sue the course of study; or

(B) Provides subsistence support to
its members.

(3) A Consolidation loan borrower
qualifies for interest benefits during
authorized periods of deferment on the
portion of the loan that does not rep-
resent HEAL loans if the loan applica-
tion was received by the lender—

(i) On or after January 1, 1993 but
prior to August 10, 1993;

(ii) On or after August 10, 1993, but
prior to November 13, 1997 if the loan
consolidates only subsidized Stafford
loans; and

(iii) On or after November 13, 1997, for
the portion of the loan that repaid sub-
sidized FFEL loans and Direct Sub-
sidized Loans.

(b) Application for interest benefits. To
apply for interest benefits on a Staf-
ford loan, the student, or the school at
the direction of the student, must sub-
mit a statement to the lender pursuant
to § 682.603. The student must qualify
for interest benefits if the eligible in-
stitution has determined and docu-
mented the student’s amount of need
for a loan based on the student’s esti-
mated cost of attendance, estimated fi-
nancial assistance, and expected family
contribution as determined under part
F of the Act.

(c) Use of loan proceeds to replace ex-
pected family contribution. A borrower
may use the amount of a PLUS, unsub-
sidized Stafford loan, State sponsored
loan, or private program loan obtained

for a period of enrollment to replace
the expected family contribution for
that period of enrollment.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1845–0020)

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1078, 1082, 1087–1)

[57 FR 60323, Dec. 18, 1992, as amended at 58
FR 9120, Feb. 19, 1993; 59 FR 33352, June 28,
1994; 64 FR 18978, Apr. 16, 1999; 64 FR 58959,
Nov. 1, 1999]

§ 682.302 Payment of special allowance
on FFEL loans.

(a) General. The Secretary pays a spe-
cial allowance to a lender on an eligi-
ble FFEL loan. The special allowance
is a percentage of the average unpaid
principal balance of a loan, including
capitalized interest, computed in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion.

(b) Eligible loans. (1) Except for non-
subsidized Federal Stafford loans dis-
bursed on or after October 1, 1981, for
periods of enrollment beginning prior
to October 1, 1992, or as provided in
paragraphs (b)(2) through (b)(4), or (e)
of this section, FFEL loans that other-
wise meet program requirements are
eligible for special allowance pay-
ments.

(2) For a loan made under the Federal
SLS or Federal PLUS Program on or
after July 1, 1987 and prior to July 1,
1994, and for any Federal PLUS loan
made on or after July 1, 1998 or under
§ 682.209(e) or (f), no special allowance is
paid for any period for which the inter-
est rate calculated prior to applying
the interest rate maximum for that
loan does not exceed—

(i) 12 percent in the case of a Federal
SLS or PLUS loan made prior to Octo-
ber 1, 1992;

(ii) 11 percent in the case of a Federal
SLS loan made on or after October 1,
1992;

(iii) 10 percent in the case of a Fed-
eral PLUS loan made on or after Octo-
ber 1, 1992; or

(iv) 9 percent in the case of a Federal
PLUS loan made on or after July 1,
1998.

(3) In the case of a subsidized Staf-
ford loan disbursed on or after October
1, 1992, the Secretary does not pay spe-
cial allowance on a disbursement if—

(i) The disbursement check is re-
turned uncashed to the lender or the
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lender is notified that the disburse-
ment made by electronic funds transfer
or master check will not be released
from the restricted account main-
tained by the school; or

(ii) The check for the disbursement
has not been negotiated before the
120th day after the date of disburse-
ment or the disbursement made by
electronic funds transfer or master
check has not been released from the
restricted account maintained by the
school before that date.

(c) Rate. (1) Except as provided in
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the spe-
cial allowance rate for an eligible loan
during a 3-month period is calculated
by—

(i) Determining the average of the
bond equivalent rates of the 91-day
Treasury bills auctioned during the 3-
month period;

(ii) Subtracting the applicable inter-
est rate for that loan;

(iii) Adding—
(A)(1) 2.8 percent to the resulting per-

centage for a Federal Stafford loan for
which the first disbursement is made
on or after July 1, 1998; or

(2) 2.2 percent to the resulting per-
centage for a Federal Stafford loan for
which the first disbursement is made
on or after July 1, 1998 during the bor-
rower’s in-school, grace, and author-
ized period of deferment;

(B) 2.5 percent to the resulting per-
centage for a Federal Stafford loan for
which the first disbursement is made
on or after July 1, 1995 for interest that
accrues during the borrower’s in-
school, grace, and authorized period of
deferment;

(C) Except as provided in paragraph
(c)(1)(iii)(B) of this section, 3.1 percent
to the resulting percentage for a Fed-
eral Stafford Loan made on or after Oc-
tober 1, 1992 and prior to July 1, 1998,
and for any Federal SLS, Federal
PLUS, or Federal Consolidation Loan
made on or after October 1, 1992;

(D) 3.25 percent to the resulting per-
centage, for a loan made on or after
November 16, 1986, but before October 1,
1992;

(E) 3.25 percent to the resulting per-
centage, for a loan made on or after Oc-
tober 17, 1986 but before November 16,
1986, for a period of enrollment begin-
ning on or after November 16, 1986;

(F) 3.5 percent to the resulting per-
centage, for a loan made prior to Octo-
ber 17, 1986, or a loan described in para-
graph (c)(2) of this section; or

(G) 3.5 percent to the resulting per-
centage, for a loan made on or after Oc-
tober 17, 1986 but before November 16,
1986, for a period of enrollment begin-
ning prior to November 16, 1986;

(iv) Rounding the result upward to
the nearest one-eighth of 1 percent, for
a loan made prior to October 1, 1981;
and

(v) Dividing the resulting percentage
by 4.

(2) The special allowance rate deter-
mined under paragraph (c)(1)(iii)(F) of
this section applies to loans made or
purchased from funds obtained from
the issuance of an obligation of the—

(i) Maine Educational Loan Mar-
keting Corporation to the Student
Loan Marketing Association pursuant
to an agreement entered into on Janu-
ary 31, 1984; or

(ii) South Carolina Student Loan
Corporation to the South Carolina Na-
tional Bank pursuant to an agreement
entered into on July 30, 1986.

(3)(i) Subject to paragraphs (c)(3) (ii)
and (iii) of this section, the special al-
lowance rate is one-half of the rate cal-
culated under paragraph (c)(1)(iii)(F) of
this section for a loan made or guaran-
teed on or after October 1, 1980 that
was made or purchased with funds ob-
tained by the holder from—

(A) The proceeds of tax-exempt obli-
gations originally issued prior to Octo-
ber 1, 1993, the income from which is
exempt from taxation under the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 (26 U.S.C.);

(B) Collections or payments by a
guarantor on a loan that was made or
purchased with funds obtained by the
holder from obligations described in
paragraph (c)(3)(i)(A) of this section;

(C) Interest benefits or special allow-
ance payments on a loan that was
made or purchased with funds obtained
by the holder from obligations de-
scribed in paragraph (c)(3)(i)(A) of this
section;

(D) The sale of a loan that was made
or purchased with funds obtained by
the holders from obligations described
in paragraph (c)(3)(i)(A) of this section;
or
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(E) The investment of the proceeds of
obligations described in paragraph
(c)(3)(i)(A) of this section.

(ii) The special allowance rate appli-
cable to loans described in paragraph
(c)(3)(i) of this section that are made
prior to October 1, 1992, may not be less
than—

(A) 2.5 percent per year on eligible
loans for which the applicable interest
rate is 7 percent;

(B) 1.5 percent per year on eligible
loans for which the applicable interest
rate is 8 percent; or

(C) One-half of 1 percent per year on
eligible loans for which the applicable
rate is 9 percent.

(iii) The special allowance rate appli-
cable to loans described in paragraph
(c)(3)(i) of this section that are made
on or after October 1, 1992, may not be
less than 91⁄2 percent minus the applica-
ble interest rate.

(4) Loans made or purchased with
funds obtained by the holder from the
issuance of tax-exempt obligations
originally issued on or after October 1,
1993, and loans made with funds derived
from default reimbursement collec-
tions, interest, or other income related
to eligible loans made or purchased
with those tax-exempt funds, do not
qualify for the minimum special allow-
ance rate specified in paragraph
(c)(3)(iii) of this section, and are not
subject to the 50 percent limitation on
the maximum rate otherwise applica-
ble to loans made with tax-exempt
funds.

(d) Termination of special allowance
payments on a loan. (1) The Secretary’s
obligation to pay special allowance on
a loan terminates on the earliest of—

(i) The date a borrower’s loan is re-
paid;

(ii) The date a borrower’s loan check
is returned uncashed to the lender;

(iii) The date a lender receives pay-
ment on a claim for loss on the loan;

(iv) The date a loan ceases to be
guaranteed or ceases to be eligible for
reinsurance under this part, with re-
spect to that portion of the loan that
ceases to be guaranteed or reinsured,
regardless of whether the lender has
filed a claim for loss on the loan with
the guarantor;

(v) The 60th day after the borrower’s
default on the loan, unless the lender

files a claim for loss on the loan with
the guarantor together with all re-
quired documentation, on or before the
60th day;

(vi) The 120th day after the date of
disbursement, if—

(A) The loan check has not been
cashed on or before that date; or

(B) the loan proceeds disbursed by
electronic funds transfer or master
check in accordance with
§ 682.207(b)(1)(ii) (B) and (C) have not
been released from the restricted ac-
count maintained by the school on or
before that date; or

(vii) The 30th day after the date the
lender received a returned claim from
the guaranty agency on a loan sub-
mitted by the deadline specified in
(d)(1)(v) of this section for loss on the
loan to the lender due solely to inad-
equate documentation unless the lend-
er files a claim for loss on the loan
with the guarantor, together with all
required documentation, prior to the
30th day.

(2) In the case of a loan disbursed on
or after October 1, 1992, the Secretary
does not pay special allowance on a
loan if—

(i) The disbursement check is re-
turned uncashed to the lender or the
lender is notified that the disburse-
ment made by electronic funds transfer
or master check will not be released
from the account maintained by the
school; or

(ii) The check for the disbursement
has not been negotiated before the
120th day after the date of disburse-
ment or the disbursement made by
electronic funds transfer or master
check has not been released from the
account maintained by the school be-
fore that date.

(3) Section 682.413 sets forth the cir-
cumstances under which a lender may
be required to repay the special allow-
ance received on a loan guaranteed by
a guaranty agency.

(e) Special allowance payments for
loans financed by proceeds of tax-exempt
obligations. (1) The Secretary pays a
special allowance on a loan described
in paragraph (c)(3)(i) of this section
that is held by or on behalf of an Au-
thority only if the loan meets the re-
quirements of § 682.800.
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(2) The Secretary pays a special al-
lowance to an Authority at the rate
prescribed in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section on a loan described in para-
graph (c)(3)(i) of this section—

(i) After the loan is pledged or other-
wise transferred in consideration of
funds derived from sources other than
those described in paragraph (c)(3)(i) of
this section; and

(ii) If the authority retains a legal or
equitable interest in the loan—

(A) The prior tax-exempt obligation
is retired; or

(B) The prior tax-exempt obligation
is defeased by means of obligations
that the Authority certifies in writing
to the Secretary bear a yield that does
not exceed the yield permitted under
Internal Revenue Service regulations,
26 CFR 1.103–14, with regard to invest-
ments of proceeds of a tax-exempt re-
funding obligation.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1077, 1078, 1078–1, 1078–2,
1078–3, 1082, 1087–1)

[57 FR 60323, Dec. 18, 1992, as amended at 59
FR 25746, May 17, 1994; 59 FR 33353, June 28,
1994; 59 FR 61428, Nov. 30, 1994; 64 FR 18978,
Apr. 16, 1999; 64 FR 58626, Oct. 29, 1999; 66 FR
34763, June 29, 2001]

§ 682.303 [Reserved]

§ 682.304 Methods for computing inter-
est benefits and special allowance.

(a) General. The Secretary pays a
lender interest benefits and special al-
lowance on eligible loans on a quar-
terly basis. These calendar quarters
end on March 31, June 30, September
30, and December 31 of each year. A
lender may use either the average daily
balance method or the actual accrual
method to determine the amount of in-
terest benefits payable on a lender’s
loans. A lender shall use the average
daily balance method to determine the
balance on which the Secretary com-
putes the amount of special allowance
payable on its loans.

(b) Average daily balance method for
interest benefits. (1) Under this method,
the lender adds the unpaid principal
balance outstanding on all loans quali-
fying for interest benefits at each ac-
tual interest rate for each day of the
quarter, divides the sum by the number
of days in the quarter, and rounds the
result to the nearest whole dollar. The

resulting figure is the average daily
balance for qualified loans outstanding
at each actual interest rate.

(2) The Secretary computes the inter-
est benefits due on all qualified loans
at each actual interest rate by multi-
plying the average daily balance there-
of by the actual interest rate, multi-
plying this result by the number of
days in the quarter, and then dividing
this result by the actual number of
days in the year.

(c) Actual accrual method for interest
benefits. (1) Under this method, the
lender computes the total unpaid prin-
cipal balance outstanding on all quali-
fied loans at each actual interest rate
on each day of the quarter, multiplies
this result by the actual interest rate,
and divides this result by the actual
number of days in the year, or, alter-
natively, 365.25 days. A lender who
chooses to divide by 365.25 days must
do so for four consecutive years.

(2) The interest benefits due for a
quarter equal the sum of the daily in-
terest benefits due, computed under
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, for
each day of the quarter.

(d) Average daily balance method for
special allowance. (1) To compute the
average daily balance outstanding for
purposes of special allowance, the lend-
er adds the unpaid principal balance
outstanding on all qualified loans at
each applicable interest rate for each
day of the quarter, divides this sum by
the number of days in the quarter, and
rounds the result to the nearest whole
dollar. The resulting figure is the aver-
age daily balance for the quarter for
qualifying loans at each applicable in-
terest rate.

(2) The Secretary computes the spe-
cial allowance payable to a lender
based upon the average daily balance
computed by the lender under para-
graph (d)(1) of this section.

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1082, 1087–1)

§ 682.305 Procedures for payment of
interest benefits and special allow-
ance and collection of origination
and loan fees.

(a) General. (1) If a lender owes origi-
nation fees or loan fees under para-
graph (a) of this section, it must sub-
mit quarterly reports to the Secretary
on a form provided or prescribed by the
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