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§1.1 Purpose.

(a) The regulations in this chapter
provide for the proper use, manage-
ment, government, and protection of
persons, property, and natural and cul-
tural resources within areas under the
jurisdiction of the National Park Serv-
ice.

(b) These regulations will be utilized
to fulfill the statutory purposes of
units of the National Park System: to
conserve scenery, natural and historic
objects, and wildlife, and to provide for
the enjoyment of those resources in a
manner that will leave them
unimpaired for the enjoyment of future
generations.

§1.2 Applicability and scope.

(a) The regulations contained in this
chapter apply to all persons entering,
using, visiting, or otherwise within:

(1) The boundaries of federally owned
lands and waters administered by the
National Park Service;

(2) The boundaries of lands and wa-
ters administered by the National Park
Service for public-use purposes pursu-
ant to the terms of a written instru-
ment;

(3) Waters subject to the jurisdiction
of the United States located within the
boundaries of the National Park Sys-
tem, including navigable waters and
areas within their ordinary reach (up
to the mean high water line in places
subject to the ebb and flow of the tide
and up to the ordinary high water
mark in other places) and without re-
gard to the ownership of submerged
lands, tidelands, or lowlands;

(4) Lands and waters in the environs
of the District of Columbia, policed
with the approval or concurrence of the
head of the agency having jurisdiction
or control over such reservations, pur-
suant to the provisions of the Act of
March 17, 1948 (62 Stat. 81);

(5) Other lands and waters over which
the United States holds a less-than-fee
interest, to the extent necessary to ful-
fill the purpose of the National Park
Service administered interest and com-
patible with the nonfederal interest.

(b) The regulations contained in
parts 1 through 5, part 7, and part 13 of
this chapter do not apply on non-feder-
ally owned lands and waters or on In-
dian tribal trust lands located within
National Park System boundaries, ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (a) or in
regulations specifically written to be
applicable on such lands and waters.

(c) The regulations contained in part
7 and part 13 of this chapter are special
regulations prescribed for specific park
areas. Those regulations may amend,
modify, relax or make more stringent
the regulations contained in parts 1
through 5 and part 12 of this chapter.

(d) The regulations contained in
parts 2 through 5, part 7, and part 13 of
this section shall not be construed to
prohibit administrative activities con-
ducted by the National Park Service,
or its agents, in accordance with ap-
proved general management and re-
source management plans, or in emer-
gency operations involving threats to
life, property, or park resources.

(e) The regulations in this chapter
are intended to treat a mobility-im-
paired person using a manual or motor-
ized wheelchair as a pedestrian, and are
not intended to restrict the activities
of such a person beyond the degree that
the activities of a pedestrian are re-
stricted by the same regulations.

[61 FR 37010, Oct. 17, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 10683, Apr. 2, 1987; 52 FR 35239, Sept. 18,
1987; 61 FR 35136, July 5, 1996]

§1.3 Penalties.

(a) A person convicted of violating a
provision of the regulations contained
in parts 1 through 7, 12 and 13 of this
chapter, within a park area not covered
in paragraphs (b) or (c) of this section,
shall be punished by a fine as provided
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by law, or by imprisonment not exceed-
ing 6 months, or both, and shall be ad-
judged to pay all costs of the pro-
ceedings.

(b) A person who knowingly and will-
fully violates any provision of the reg-
ulations contained in parts 1 through 5,
7 and 12 of this chapter, within any na-
tional military park, battlefield site,
national monument, or miscellaneous
memorial transferred to the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior
from that of the Secretary of War by
Executive Order No. 6166, June 10, 1933,
and enumerated in Executive Order No.
6228, July 28, 1933, shall be punished by
a fine as provided by law, or by impris-
onment for not more than 3 months, or
by both.

NOTE: These park areas are enumerated in
a note under 5 U.S.C. 901.

(c) A person convicted of violating
any provision of the regulations con-
tained in parts 1 through 7 of this chap-
ter, within a park area established pur-
suant to the Act of August 21, 1935, 49
Stat. 666, shall be punished by a fine as
provided by law and shall be adjudged
to pay all costs of the proceedings. 16
U.S.C. 462.

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of
paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of this sec-
tion, a person convicted of violating
§2.23 of this chapter shall be punished
by a fine as provided by law. 16 U.S.C.
460.

[61 FR 2918, Jan. 30, 1996]

§1.4 What terms do I need to know?

(a) The following definitions shall
apply to this chapter, unless modified
by the definitions for a specific part or
regulation:

Abandonment means the voluntary re-
linquishment of property with no in-
tent to retain possession.

Administrative activities means those
activities conducted under the author-
ity of the National Park Service for
the purpose of safeguarding persons or
property, implementing management
plans and policies developed in accord-
ance and consistent with the regula-
tions in this chapter, or repairing or
maintaining government facilities.

Airboat means a vessel that is sup-
ported by the buoyancy of its hull and
powered by a propeller or fan above the
waterline. This definition should not be
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construed to mean a ‘‘hovercraft,” that
is supported by a fan-generated air
cushion.

Aircraft means a device that is used
or intended to be used for human flight
in the air, including powerless flight.

Archeological resource means material
remains of past human life or activi-
ties that are of archeological interest
and are at least 50 years of age. This
term includes, but shall not be limited
to, objects made or used by humans,
such as pottery, basketry, bottles,
weapons, weapon projectiles, tools,
structures or portions of structures, pit
houses, rock paintings, rock carvings,
intaglios, or any portion or piece of the
foregoing items, and the physical site,
location or context in which they are
found, or human skeletal materials or
graves.

Authorized emergency vehicle means a
vehicle in official use for emergency
purposes by a Federal agency or an
emergency vehicle as defined by State
law.

Authorized person means an employee
or agent of the National Park Service
with delegated authority to enforce the
provisions of this chapter.

Bicycle means every device propelled
solely by human power upon which a
person or persons may ride on land,
having one, two, or more wheels, ex-
cept a manual wheelchair.

Boundary means the limits of lands
or waters administered by the National
Park Service as specified by Congress,
or denoted by presidential proclama-
tion, or recorded in the records of a
state or political subdivision in accord-
ance with applicable law, or published
pursuant to law, or otherwise published
or posted by the National Park Serv-
ice.

Camping means the erecting of a tent
or shelter of natural or synthetic mate-
rial, preparing a sleeping bag or other
bedding material for use, parking of a
motor vehicle, motor home or trailer,
or mooring of a vessel for the apparent
purpose of overnight occupancy.

Carry means to wear, bear, or have on
or about the person.

Controlled substance means a drug or
other substance, or immediate pre-
cursor, included in schedules I, II, III,
IV, or V of part B of the Controlled
Substance Act (21 U.S.C. 812) or a drug



