
83

Library of Congress § 703.7

and to delete exempted matter where
appropriate to do so. Blanket or gener-
alized requests (such as ‘‘all matters
relating to’’ a general subject) shall
not be honored and shall be returned to
the requester.

(c) Records shall be available for in-
spection and copying in person during
business hours.

(d) Records in media other than print
(e.g., microforms and machine-readable
media) shall be available for inspection
in the medium in which they exist.
Copies of records in machine-readable
media shall be made in media deter-
mined by the Chief, OSS.

(e) Library staff shall respond to re-
quests with reasonable dispatch. Use of
a record by the Library or Library em-
ployees, however, shall take prece-
dence over any request. Under no cir-
cumstances shall official records be re-
moved from Library control without
the written authorization of The Li-
brarian.

(f) The Chief, OSS, shall make the
initial determination on whether:

(1) The record described in a request
can be identified and located pursuant
to a reasonable search; and

(2) The record (or portions thereof)
may be made available or withheld
from disclosure under the provisions of
this part. In making the initial deter-
minations, the Chief shall consult with
any unit in the Library having a con-
tinuing substantial interest in the
record requested. Where the Chief finds
no valid objection or doubt as to the
propriety of making the requested
record available, the Chief shall honor
the request upon payment of prescribed
fees, if any are required by §703.7.

(g) If the Chief, OSS, determines that
a requested record should be withheld,
the Chief shall inform the requester in
writing that the request has been de-
nied; shall identify the material with-
held; and shall explain the basis for the
denial. The Chief shall inform the re-
quester that further consideration of
the denied request may be obtained by
a letter to the General Counsel setting
out the basis for the belief that the de-
nial of the request was unwarranted.

(h) The General Counsel shall make
the final determination on any request
for reconsideration and shall notify the
requester in writing of that determina-

tion. The decision of the General Coun-
sel shall be the final administrative re-
view within the Library.

(1) If the General Counsel’s decision
reverses in whole or in part the initial
determination by the Chief, OSS, the
Chief shall make the requested record,
or parts thereof, available to the re-
quester, subject to the provisions of
§ 703.7.

(2) If the General Counsel’s decision
sustains in whole or in part the initial
determination by the Chief, OSS, the
General Counsel shall explain the basis
on which the record, or portions there-
of, will not be made available.

§ 703.6 Public reading facility.
(a) The Chief, OSS, shall maintain a

reading facility for the public inspec-
tion and copying of Library records.
This facility shall be open to the public
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., except Sat-
urdays, Sundays, holidays, and such
other times as the Library shall be
closed to the public.

(b) The General Counsel shall advise
the Chief, OSS, of the records to be
available in the public reading facility
following consultation with the Li-
brary managers who may be concerned.

§ 703.7 Fees and charges.
(a) The Library will charge no fees

for:
(1) Access to or copies of records

under the provisions of this part when
the direct search and reproduction
costs are less than $10.

(2) Records requested which are not
found or which are determined to be
exempt under the provisions of this
part.

(3) Staff time spent in resolving any
legal or policy questions pertaining to
a request.

(4) Copies of records, including those
certified as true copies, that are fur-
nished for official use to any officer or
employee of the federal government.

(5) Copies of pertinent records fur-
nished to a party having a direct and
immediate interest in a matter pend-
ing before the Library, when furnishing
such copies is necessary or desirable to
the performance of a Library function.

(b) When the costs for services are $10
or more, the Chief, OSS, shall assess
and collect the fees and charges set out
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