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(b) Individual approval. The Certi-
fying Authority to whom a road vehi-
cle is submitted for approval shall in-
spect such road vehicle produced in ac-
cordance with the general rules con-
tained in Annex 3 of the TIR Conven-
tion, 1975. 

(c) Design type approval. The Certi-
fying Authority to whom a road vehi-
cle is submitted for design type ap-
proval shall examine the drawings and 
detailed design specifications sub-
mitted with the application for ap-
proval. The Certifying Authority shall 
advise the applicant of any changes 
that must be made to the proposed de-
sign type in order that approval may 
be granted. The Certifying Authority 
shall examine one or more vehicles to 
confirm that such vehicles comply with 
the technical conditions contained in 
Annex 2 of the TIR Convention, 1975. 
The Certifying Authority shall notify 
the applicant of its decision to grant 
design type approval, and it shall issue 
an approval certificate complying with 
Annexes 3 and 4 of the TIR Convention, 
1975. 

(d) Supplementary examinations. If a 
road vehicle approved by design type is 
the subject of an extended production 
run under one certificate of approval, 
the Certifying Authority shall confirm 
by examination of one or more road ve-
hicles during the manufacturing proc-
ess, or by other means, that such vehi-
cles continue to meet the approved 
drawings and detailed design specifica-
tions and the technical requirements of 
Annex 2 of the TIR Convention, 1975. 

For the purposes of this section, an 
extended production run shall be con-
sidered a continuous run of many units 
over long periods of time, as well as a 
new run following the completion of a 
previous run.

§ 115.9 Certifying Authorities respon-
sibilities—containers. 

(a) General. Containers may be ap-
proved for transport under seal by de-
sign type at the manufacturing stage 
or, otherwise, at a stage subsequent to 
manufacture. 

(b) Design type approval. The Certi-
fying Authority to whom a container is 
submitted for design type approval 
shall examine the drawings and de-
tailed design specifications submitted 

with the application for approval. The 
Certifying Authority shall advise the 
applicant of any changes that must be 
made to the proposed design type so 
that approval may be granted. The Cer-
tifying Authority shall examine one or 
more containers to confirm that such 
containers comply with the technical 
requirements of Part 1, Annex 7, TIR 
Convention, 1975, and Annex 4 of the 
Customs Convention on Containers, 
1972. The Certifying Authority shall 
issue a certificate authorizing the ap-
plicant to affix an approval plate, as 
described in Appendix 1 to Part II, 
Annex 7 of the TIR Convention, 1975, 
and Annex 5 of the Customs Conven-
tion on Containers, 1972, for all con-
tainers manufactured in conformity 
with the specifications of the type of 
container approved. This certificate 
shall comply with the model certificate 
in Appendix 2, Part II, Annex 7 of the 
TIR Convention, 1975, and Appendix 2 
of Annex 5 of the Customs Convention 
on Containers, 1972. 

(c) After manufacture. The Certifying 
Authority to whom containers are sub-
mitted for approval after manufacture, 
shall examine as many containers as 
necessary to ascertain that they com-
ply with the technical conditions pre-
scribed in Part 1, Annex 7, TIR Conven-
tion, 1975, and Annex 5 of the Customs 
Convention on Containers, 1972. The 
Certifying Authority shall issue a cer-
tificate of approval authorizing the ap-
plicant to affix an approval plate to the 
specific number or series of containers 
being approved. The certificate shall 
comply with the model certificate of 
approval in Appendix 3, Part II, Annex 
7, TIR Convention, 1975, and Appendix 
3, Annex 5, Customs Convention on 
Containers, 1972. 

(d) Supplementary examinations. If a 
container approved by design type is 
the subject of an extended production 
run or several production runs under 
one certificate of approval, the Certi-
fying Authority shall confirm by exam-
ination of one or more containers dur-
ing the manufacturing process, or by 
other means, that such containers con-
tinue to meet the approved drawings 
and detailed design specifications and 
the technical requirements of Annex 7 
of the TIR Convention, 1975, and Annex 
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4 of the Customs Convention on Con-
tainers, 1972. For the purposes of this 
section, an extended production run 
shall be considered as a continuous run 
of many units over long periods of 
time, as well as a new run following 
completion of a previous run.

§ 115.10 Certificate of approval. 
A Certifying Authority shall issue a 

certificate of approval by design type 
for a specified number or unlimited se-
ries of containers that are approved in 
accordance with the procedures con-
tained in §§ 115.29, 115.31, 115.38, and 
115.41, and road vehicles that are ap-
proved in accordance with the proce-
dures contained in §§ 115.49, 115.52, 
115.63, and 115.66 of this part. 

(a) Road vehicles. A Certifying Au-
thority shall issue a certificate of ap-
proval conforming to the model in 
Annex 4 of the 1975 TIR Convention for 
vehicles submitted for individual or de-
sign type approval, if satisfied that the 
vehicles comply with the technical 
conditions prescribed in Annex 2 of the 
TIR Convention, 1975. 

(b) Containers—(1) Approval after man-
ufacture. A Certifying Authority shall 
issue a certificate of approval con-
forming to the model in Appendix 3, 
Part II to Annex 7 of the TIR Conven-
tion, 1975, and Appendix 3 to Annex 5 of 
the Customs Convention on Containers, 
1972, for containers approved at a stage 
after manufacture, when it has been 
ascertained that the containers comply 
with the technical conditions pre-
scribed in Annex 7 of the TIR Conven-
tion, 1975, and Annex 4 of the Customs 
Convention on Containers, 1972. The 
certificate shall be valid for the num-
ber of containers approved. 

(2) Design type approved. A Certifying 
Authority shall issue a single certifi-
cate of approval conforming to the 
model in Appendix 2, Part II to Annex 
7 of the TIR Convention, 1975, and Ap-
pendix 2 to Annex 5 of the Customs 
Convention on Containers, 1972, for 
containers approved by design type 
when it has been ascertained that the 
container type complies with the tech-
nical conditions prescribed in Annex 7 
of the 1975 TIR Convention, and Annex 
4 of the Customs Convention on Con-
tainers, 1972. The certificate shall be 
valid for all containers manufactured 

in conformity with the specifications 
of the type approved. 

(c) Provisions common to both approval 
procedures. The certificate of approval 
issued pursuant to paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of this section shall be valid for ei-
ther the specific number of containers 
approved, or for an unlimited series of 
containers of the approved type.

§ 115.11 Establishment of fees. 

(a) Each Certifying Authority shall 
establish and file with the Commis-
sioner a schedule of fees for the per-
formance of the certification proce-
dures under this chapter. The fees shall 
be based on the costs (including trans-
portation expense) actually incurred by 
the Certifying Authority. The fees are 
subject to approval by the Commis-
sioner before their use by the Certi-
fying Authority. 

(b) Each Certifying Authority shall 
make available a schedule of its fees 
approved by the Commissioner. In addi-
tion, the schedules of approved fees for 
all the Certifying Authorities are 
available from the Headquarters, U.S. 
Customs Service, Office of Field Oper-
ations, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20229. 

[T.D. 86–92, 51 FR 16161, May 1, 1986, as 
amended by T.D. 99–27, 64 FR 13675, Mar. 22, 
1999]

§ 115.12 Records maintained by Certi-
fying Authority. 

(a) Each Certifying Authority shall 
maintain— 

(1) A copy of each individual certifi-
cate of approval issued, together with a 
copy of the plans and the application 
to which the approval refers, along 
with any information submitted by the 
manufacturer and/or owner or operator 
for the certification of a container or a 
road vehicle. 

(2) A record of each serial number as-
signed and affixed by the manufacturer 
to the road vehicles and containers 
manufactured under a design type ap-
proval, and containers approved at a 
stage after manufacture. 

(b) The Commissioner may examine 
the Certifying Authority’s files re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section.
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