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§ 151.15 Movement of merchandise to a 
centralized examination station. 

(a) Permission to transfer merchandise 
for examination. When a shipment re-
quires examination at a centralized ex-
amination station (CES), Customs 
Form 3461, or Customs Form 3461 (ALT) 
for land border cargo, or an attach-
ment to either, may be used to request 
permission to transfer the merchandise 
to a CES. The entry filer must write, 
type or stamp the following lines on 
the form or attachment, and must sup-
ply the information called for on the 
first three lines:

Containers to be transferred: lll All or, 
Container #’s lll, lll, lllª

To CESlllllllllllllllllª

Approved by: U.S. Customs Inspectorlllª

Datelllllllllllllllllª

Unless the port director exercises his 
authority pursuant to paragraph (d) of 
this section, the reviewing inspector 
will initial and date the form or at-
tachment being used, or stamp one 
copy of the Customs Form 3461 or 3461 
(ALT) if required by the port director. 
A copy of this document will act as no-
tification and authorization to the 
entry filer that the merchandise must 
be transferred to the importer-des-
ignated CES unless another CES is des-
ignated by the port director under 
paragraph (d) of this section. 

(b) Assumption of liability during trans-
fer. Merchandise designated for exam-
ination may be transferred from the 
importing carrier’s point of unlading or 
from a bonded facility, to a CES, only 
if the transfer takes place under bond. 
The entry filer shall select one of the 
following bonded movements for the 
transfer to the CES unless the type of 
bonded movement to be used is speci-
fied by the port director under para-
graph (d) of this section: 

(1) If the merchandise is tranferred 
directly to a CES by an importing car-
rier, the importing carrier shall remain 
liable under the terms of its inter-
national carrier bond for the proper 
safekeeping and delivery of the mer-
chandise until it is receipted for by the 
CES operator. 

(2) If the merchandise is transferred 
directly from a bonded carrier’s facil-
ity to a CES or is delivered directly to 
the CES by a bonded carrier, the bond-

ed carrier shall remain liable under the 
terms of its custodial bond for the 
proper safekeeping and delivery of the 
merchandise until it is receipted for by 
the CES operator. 

(3) If containerized cargo, including 
excess loose cargo that is part of the 
containerized cargo, is transferred to a 
CES operator’s own facility using his 
own vehicles, the CES operator shall be 
liable under the terms of his custodial 
bond for the proper safekeeping and de-
livery of the merchandise to the CES 
facility. 

(4) If the importer or his agent acting 
as importer of record transfers the 
merchandise to a CES, that importer 
or agent shall assume liability under 
his importation and entry bond (see 
§ 151.7(d) of this part) for the proper 
transfer of the merchandise until it is 
receipted for by the CES operator. 

(c) Annual blanket transfer. Port di-
rectors may institute an annual blan-
ket transfer application procedure to 
facilitate any of the bonded move-
ments described in paragraph (b) of 
this section. 

(d) Designation of bonded movement 
and CES to be used. In the event the 
port director deems it necessary, he 
may direct the type of bonded move-
ment to be used to transfer merchan-
dise to a CES and may designate the 
CES at which examination must take 
place. In either case the port director’s 
action will be noted on the Customs 
Form 3461 or 3461 (ALT) or attachment 
thereto. 

[T.D. 93–6, 58 FR 5606, Jan. 22, 1993]

§ 151.16 Detention of merchandise. 
(a) Exemptions from applicability. The 

provisions of this section are not appli-
cable to detentions effected by Cus-
toms on behalf of other agencies of the 
U.S. Government in whom the deter-
mination of admissibility is vested and 
to detentions arising from possibly pi-
ratical copies (see part 133, subpart E, 
of this chapter) or import of goods 
bearing marks which are confusingly 
similar to recorded trademarks or re-
stricted gray market merchandise (see 
part 133, subpart C, of this chapter.) 

(b) Decision to detain or release. Within 
the 5-day period (excluding weekends 
and holidays) following the date on 
which merchandise is presented for 
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