§151.43

shall give approval or shall state, in
writing, the reasons for disapproval.
Approved installations are subject to
periodic verification by Customs. Im-
porters desiring to modify a Customs-
approved installation shall obtain Cus-
toms approval beforehand.

(b) Duties of Customs officers. Customs
officers may perform or witness
ullaging and gauging as follows:

(1) Opening ullages.

(2) Closing ullages of carriers which
have not completely discharged cargo,
or if an importer or carrier requests
Customs to witness closing ullages be-
cause of special problems.

(3) Shore tank gauges performed by
company or related-party employees.

(4) Between 5 and 10 per cent of shore
tank gauges conducted by commercial
gaugers.

(5) Shore tank gauges, including
those conducted by a commercial gaug-
er if no carrier ullages are taken.

(c) Manifest discrepancies. Manifest
discrepancies (shortages and overages)
shall be reported by or on behalf of the
carrier in the manner specified in §4.12
of this chapter. If a reported discrep-
ancy is not explained to the satisfac-
tion of the port director, the master or
other person in charge, or the owner of
the vessel or vehicle, or any person di-
rectly or indirectly responsible for the
discrepancy, will be subject to the im-
position of the appropriate penalty
under section 460, 584, or 592, Tariff Act
of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C. 1460, 1584,
1592).

[T.D. 80-142, 45 FR 36384, May 30, 1980, as
amended by T.D. 82-224, 47 FR 53728, Nov. 29,
1982; T.D. 87-39, 52 FR 9790, Mar. 26, 1987; T.D.
89-1, 53 FR 51268, Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 91-77, 56
FR 46115, Sept. 10, 1991]

§151.43 [Reserved]

§151.44 Storage tanks.

(a) Plans and gauge tables. When pe-
troleum or petroleum products subject
to duty at a specific rate per barrel are
imported in bulk in tank vessels and
are to be transferred into shore storage
tanks, both the plans of each shore
tank showing all outlets and inlets and
the gauge table for each tank showing
its capacity in barrels per centimeter
or tenth of a centimeter of height shall
be certified as correct by the proprietor
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of the tank. One set of these plans and
gauge tables so certified shall be kept
on file at the plant of the oil company
and shall be available at all times to
Customs officers. Another certified set
of the shore tank plans and gauge ta-
bles shall be filed with the port direc-
tor for use in verifying the Customs of-
ficers’ reports. The port director may
require such additional sets of shore
tank plans, including subsidiary pipe-
line plans, and gauge tables as he may
deem necessary. The storage tank pro-
prietor shall maintain the plans and
gauge tables for 3 years after dis-
continuing use of the storage tanks as
bonded warehouses for the storage of
imported petroleum or petroleum prod-
ucts.

(b) Tags required on valves. The inlet
and outlet valves of each tank shall
have tags of a permanent type affixed
by the proprietor or lessee indicating
the use of the valves.

(c) Verification of gauge tables. When-
ever he has reason to suspect their reli-
ability, the port director may require
the measurement and calibrations
shown on the gauge tables to be
verified by a Customs officer. If no
qualified Customs officer is available,
the port director may accept an inde-
pendent certification verifying the
measurements and calibrations. The
independent verification shall be per-
formed at the expense of the storage
tank proprietor.

[T.D. 80-142, 45 FR 36384, May 30, 1980, as
amended by T.D. 89-1, 563 FR 51268, Dec. 21,
1988]

§151.45 Storage tanks bonded as ware-
houses.

(a) Application. Tanks for the storage
of imported petroleum or petroleum
products in bulk may be bonded as
warehouses of class 2 if to be used ex-
clusively for the storage of petroleum
or petroleum products belonging or
consigned to the owner or lessee of the
tank. In addition to the documents and
bonds required to be filed with the ap-
plication to bond (see §19.2 of this
chapter), the certified plans and gauge
tables required by §151.44 shall be filed.

(b) Removal of nonbonded petroleum. If
a bonded tank is not empty at the time
the first importation of bonded petro-
leum or petroleum products is to be
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