United States Customs Service, Treasury

Subpart C—Review and
Disposition of Protests

§174.21 Time for review of protests.

(a) In general. Except as provided in
paragraph (b) of this section, the port
director shall review and act on a pro-
test filed in accordance with section
514, Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1514), within 2 years from the
date the protest was filed. If several
timely filed protests are treated as
part of a single protest pursuant to
§174.15, the 2-year period shall be
deemed to run from the date the last
such protest was filed in accordance
with section 514, Tariff Act of 1930, as
amended (19 U.S.C. 1514).

(b) Protests relating to exclusion of mer-
chandise. If the protest relates to an
administrative action involving exclu-
sion of merchandise from entry or de-
livery under any provision of the Cus-
toms laws, the port director shall re-
view and act on a protest filed in ac-
cordance with section 514(a)(4), Tariff
Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.S.C.
1514(a)(4)), within 30 days from the date
the protest was filed. Any protest filed
pursuant to this paragraph shall clear-
ly so state on its face. Any protest filed
pursuant to this paragraph which is
not allowed or denied in whole or in
part before the 30th day after the day
on which the protest was filed shall be
treated as having been denied on such
30th day for purposes of 28 U.S.C. 15681.

[T.D. 7437, 39 FR 2470, Jan. 22, 1974, as
amended by T.D. 99-65, 64 FR 43612, Aug. 11,
1999]

§174.22 Accelerated disposition of pro-
test.

(a) Request for accelerated disposition.
Accelerated disposition of a protest
filed in accordance with section 514,
Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1514) may be obtained at any
time after 90 days from the filing of
such protest, by filing by registered or
certified mail a written request for ac-
celerated disposition with the port di-
rector to whom the protest was ad-
dressed.

(b) Contents of request. A request for
accelerated disposition of protest shall
contain the following information:

(1) The name, address, and importer
number of the protestant, i.e., the im-
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porter of record or consignee, and the
name and address of his agent or attor-
ney if filed by one of these; and

(2) The date of filing and number of
the protest for which accelerated dis-
position is requested.

(c) Review following request. The port
director shall review the protest which
is the subject of the request within 30
days from the date of mailing of a re-
quest for accelerated disposition filed
in accordance with the provisions of
this section, and may allow or deny the
protest in whole or in part.

(d) Failure to allow or deny protest
within 30-day period. If the port director
fails to allow or deny a protest which is
the subject of a request for accelerated
disposition within 30 days from the
date of mailing of such request, the
protest shall be deemed to have been
denied at the close of the 30th day fol-
lowing such date of mailing.

(e) Multiple protests. If several pro-
tests by different persons are timely
filed and treated as part of a single pro-
test pursuant to §174.15, a request for
accelerated disposition filed by any one
of the protesting parties shall be treat-
ed as a request for accelerated disposi-
tion by all the parties.

§174.23 Further review of protests.

A protesting party may seek further
review of a protest in lieu of review by
the port director by filing, on the form
prescribed in §174.25, an application for
such review within the time allowed
and in the manner prescribed by §174.12
for the filing of a protest. The filing of
an application for further review shall
not preclude a preliminary examina-
tion by the port director whose deci-
sion is the subject of the protest for
the purpose of determining whether the
protest may be allowed in full. If such
preliminary examination indicates
that the protest would be denied in
whole or in part by the port director in
the absence of an application for fur-
ther review, however, he shall forward
the protest and application for consid-
eration in accordance with §174.26.

§174.24 Criteria for further review.

Further review of a protest which
would otherwise be denied by the port
director shall be accorded a party fil-
ing an application for further review
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