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Section 18.10 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1557; 

Section 18.11 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1484; 

Section 18.12 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1448, 1484, 1490; 

Section 18.13 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1498(a); 

Section 18.14 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1498. 

Section 18.31 also issued under 19 U.S.C. 
1553a.

SOURCE: 28 FR 14755, Dec. 31, 1963, unless 
otherwise noted.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 18.1 Carriers; application to bond. 
(a)(1) Merchandise to be transported 

from one port to another in the United 
States in bond, except as provided for 
in paragraph (b) of this section, shall 
be delivered to a common carrier, con-
tract carrier, freight forwarder, or pri-
vate carrier bonded for that purpose, 
but such merchandise delivered to a 
common carrier, contract carrier, or 
freight forwarder may be transported 
with the use of facilities of other bond-
ed or nonbonded carriers. For the pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘‘com-
mon carrier’’ means a common carrier 
of merchandise owning or operating a 
railroad, steamship, pipeline, or other 
transportation line or route. Only ves-
sels entitled to engage in the coastwise 
trade (see § 4.80 of this chapter) shall be 
entitled to transport merchandise 
under this section. 

(2) Merchandise to be transported 
from one port to another in the United 
States under cover of a TIR carnet (see 
part 114 of this chapter), except mer-
chandise not otherwise subject to Cus-
toms control, as provided in §§ 18.41 
through 18.45, shall be delivered to a 
common carrier or contract carrier 
bonded for that purpose, but the mer-
chandise thereafter may be transported 
with the use of other bonded or non-
bonded common or contract carriers. 
The TIR carnet shall be responsible for 
liability incurred in the carriage of 
merchandise under the carnet, and the 
carrier’s bond shall be responsible as 
provided in § 114.22(d) of this chapter. 

(3) Merchandise to be transported 
from one port to another in the United 
States under cover of an A.T.A. or 
TECRO/AIT carnet (see part 114 of this 

chapter) shall be delivered to a com-
mon carrier or contract carrier bonded 
for that purpose, but the merchandise 
thereafter may be transported with the 
use of other bonded or nonbonded com-
mon or contract carriers. The A.T.A. or 
TECRO/AIT carnet shall be responsible 
for liability incurred in the carriage of 
merchandise under the carnet, and the 
carrier’s bond shall be responsible as 
provided in § 114.22(d) of this chapter. 

(b) Pursuant to Public Resolution 
108, of June 19, 1936, (19 U.S.C. 1551, 
1551a) and subject to compliance with 
all other applicable provisions of this 
part, the port director, upon the re-
quest of the party in interest, may per-
mit merchandise entered and examined 
for Customs purposes to be transported 
in bond between the ports named in the 
resolution by bonded cartmen or 
lightermen duly qualified in accord-
ance with the provisions of part 112 of 
this chapter, if the port director is sat-
isfied that the transportation of such 
merchandise in this manner will not 
endanger the revenue. 

[28 FR 14755, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4485, Mar. 6, 1971; T.D. 71–
263, 36 FR 20291, Oct. 20, 1971; T.D. 73–140, 38 
FR 13550, May 23, 1973; T.D. 78–99, 43 FR 13061, 
Mar. 29, 1978; T.D. 82–116, 47 FR 27261, June 
24, 1982; T.D. 82–145, 47 FR 35478, Aug. 16, 1982; 
47 FR 39478, Sept. 8, 1982; T.D. 84–149, 49 FR 
28698, July 16, 1984; T.D. 89–1, 53 FR 51254, 
Dec. 21, 1988; T.D. 96–18, 61 FR 6779, Feb. 22, 
1996; T.D. 98–10, 63 FR 4167, Jan. 28, 1998]

§ 18.2 Receipt by carrier; manifest. 

(a)(1) Merchandise other than from 
warehouse or foreign trade zone delivered 
to bonded carrier. Except as set forth in 
paragraphs (a)(2) and (a)(3) of this sec-
tion, within 5 working days after pres-
entation of an entry for merchandise to 
be transported in-bond, the forwarding 
carrier shall take receipt of the mer-
chandise if no other entry is filed. If 
the forwarding carrier fails to take re-
ceipt of the merchandise within the 
prescribed period, the transportation 
entry shall be canceled and the mer-
chandise shall be treated as unclaimed 
as of the date of original arrival. 

(2) When merchandise is delivered to 
a bonded carrier for transportation in-
bond, the merchandise shall be laden 
on the conveyance under supervision of 
a Customs officer unless— 

VerDate Mar<13>2002 12:40 Apr 10, 2002 Jkt 197056 PO 00000 Frm 00272 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197056T.XXX pfrm03 PsN: 197056T



273

United States Customs Service, Treasury § 18.2

(i) The transporting conveyance is 
not to be sealed with Customs seals, or 

(ii) The lading inspector accepts the 
check of the carrier as to the merchan-
dise laden. The carrier’s receipt shall 
be given immediately to the lading in-
spector on the Customs in-bond docu-
ment (the appropriate Customs Form 
7512, or the carnet) covering the mer-
chandise. In the case of a carnet, the 
receipt shall be given on the appro-
priate vouchers in the following form:

Received the cargo listed herein for deliv-
ery to Customs at the indicated port of des-
tination or exportation, or for direct expor-
tation.
Name of Carrier (or Exporter) lllllll

Attorney-in-fact or Agent of Carrier (or Ex-
porter) llllllllllllllllll

llllllllllllllllllllllll

Date lllllllllllllllllllll

(3) Merchandise delivered from ware-
house. When merchandise is delivered 
from a warehouse to a bonded carrier 
for transportation in bond, supervision 
of lading shall be accomplished in ac-
cordance with the procedure set forth 
in § 19.6(b) of this chapter. 

(4) Merchandise delivered from foreign 
trade zone. When merchandise is deliv-
ered from a foreign trade zone to a 
bonded carrier for transportation in 
bond, supervision of lading will be ac-
complished in accordance with the pro-
cedure set forth in § 146.71(a) of this 
chapter. 

(b) A Customs in-bond document, 
containing a description of the mer-
chandise, shall be prepared by the car-
rier or any of the parties named in 
§ 18.11(b), whenever merchandise is 
being transported in bond. The Cus-
toms in-bond document thus prepared 
shall then be signed by the carrier or 
any of the parties named in § 18.11(b). 
All copies of the in-bond document 
shall be signed by the importing car-
rier or his agent and the in-bond car-
rier or his agent to indicate the quan-
tity delivered for transportation in 
bond. When there is no discrepancy be-
tween the quantity manifested by the 
importing carrier and the quantity de-
livered to the in-bond carrier, the port 
director may authorize waiving the sig-
nature of the parties in interest as to 
delivered quantities. Quantities of 
goods transported in bond from a Cus-
toms bonded warehouse shall be ac-

counted for under the procedures set 
forth in § 19.6 of this chapter. Except as 
prescribed in subpart D of part 123 of 
this chapter, relating to merchandise 
in transit through the United States 
between ports in contiguous foreign 
territory, a separate set shall be pre-
pared for each entry and, if the con-
signment is contained in more than 
one conveyance, a separate set shall be 
prepared for each conveyance. 

(c)(1) After the merchandise has been 
laden and the in-bond carrier or his 
agent has receipted the in-bond docu-
ment, Customs Form 7512 (in dupli-
cate), together with any related carnet 
shall be delivered as a manifest to the 
conductor, master, or person in charge 
to accompany the merchandise to its 
port of destination or exportation. If 
more than one conveyance is used to 
transport the merchandise, two copies 
of Customs Form 7512 shall accompany 
each conveyance as a manifest of the 
merchandise transported by that con-
veyance. A TIR carnet (see § 18.3(b)) 
shall not be used if more than one con-
veyance is required. 

(2) Except transit air cargo provided 
for in § 122.118 of this chapter, bonded 
merchandise destined to a final port of 
destination in the United States, or for 
export from the United States, shall be 
delivered to Customs at the port of des-
tination or exportation within 30 days 
after the date of receipt by the for-
warding carrier at the port of origin, if 
transported on land. If the merchandise 
is transported on board a vessel en-
gaged in the United States coastwise 
trade, delivery to Customs at the port 
of destination or exportation shall be 
within 60 days after the date of receipt 
by the forwarding carrier at the port of 
origin. Failure to deliver the merchan-
dise within the prescribed period shall 
constitute an irregular delivery and 
the initial bonded carrier shall be sub-
ject to applicable penalties (see § 18.8). 

(d) Promptly, but no more than 2 
working days after the arrival of any 
portion of the in-bond shipment at the 
port of destination, the delivering car-
rier shall surrender the in-bond mani-
fest (the in-bond document any related 
carnet) to the port director as notice of 
arrival of the merchandise. If the in-
bond manifest is lost in transit, the in-
bond carrier shall report the arrival of 
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the merchandise within the prescribed 
period and shall be responsible for ob-
taining copies of the original in-bond 
manifest. Failure to surrender the in-
bond manifest or report the arrival of 
bonded merchandise within the pre-
scribed period shall constitute an irreg-
ular delivery and the initial bonded 
carrier shall be subject to applicable 
penalties (see § 18.8). 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4485, Mar. 6, 1971, as amend-
ed by T.D. 81–243, 46 FR 45602, Sept. 14, 1981; 
T.D. 82–204, 47 FR 49368, Nov. 1, 1982; T.D. 84–
212, 49 FR 39046, Oct. 3, 1984; T.D. 86–16, 51 FR 
5063, Feb. 11, 1986; T.D. 87–75, 52 FR 20067, 
May 29, 1987; T.D. 88–12, 53 FR 9315, Mar. 22, 
1988; T.D. 98–74, 63 FR 51288, Sept. 25, 1998; 
T.D. 00–22, 65 FR 16517, Mar. 29, 2000]

§ 18.3 Transshipment; transfer by 
bonded cartmen. 

(a) When bonded merchandise in one 
conveyance is to be transshipped under 
Customs supervision to another single 
conveyance while en route to the port 
of destination or exportation, the in-
bond document which accompanied the 
merchandise shall be presented to the 
port director at the place of trans-
shipment for execution of a certificate 
of transfer thereon. The in-bond docu-
ment shall be returned to the carrier to 
accompany the merchandise to the 
port of destination or exportation. Ex-
cept as provided in paragraph (c) of 
this section, merchandise covered by a 
TIR carnet shall not be transshipped if 
the transshipment involves the unlad-
ing of the merchandise from a con-
tainer or road vehicle. 

(b) When bonded merchandise, other 
than merchandise covered by a TIR 
carnet, is to be transshipped to more 
than one conveyance, the carrier or 
any of the parties named in § 18.11(b) 
shall prepare for each such conveyance 
two additional copies of the Customs 
Form 7512 which accompanied the mer-
chandise to the place of transshipment. 
The Customs Form 7512 which accom-
panied the shipment to the place of 
transshipment shall be presented to 
the port director there. The Customs 
officer supervising the transshipment 
shall execute a certificate of transfer 
on all copies of the Customs Form 7512. 
The original copies of the Customs 
Form 7512 shall be delivered to the con-

ductor, master, or person in charge of 
the first conveyance. Two additional 
copies of the Customs Form 7512 shall 
be delivered to the person in charge of 
each additional conveyance in which 
the merchandise is forwarded for deliv-
ery to the director of the port of des-
tination or exportation. 

(c) Merchandise covered by a TIR 
carnet may be transshipped in a case 
involving the unlading of the merchan-
dise from a container or road vehicle 
only if the transshipment is neces-
sitated by casualty en route. In the 
event of transshipment, a TIR ap-
proved container or road vehicle shall 
be used if available. If the trans-
shipment takes place under Customs 
supervision, the Customs officer shall 
excute a certificate of transfer on the 
appropriate TIR carnet voucher. 

(d) If it becomes necessary at any 
point in transit to remove the Customs 
seals from a conveyance or container 
containing bonded merchandise for the 
purpose of transferring its contents to 
another conveyance or container, or to 
gain access to the shipment because of 
casualty or for other good reason, and 
it cannot be done under Customs super-
vision because of the element of time 
involved or because there is no Cus-
toms officer stationed at such point, a 
responsible agent of the carrier may re-
move the seals, supervise the transfer 
or handling of the merchandise, seal 
the conveyance or container in which 
the shipment goes forward, and make 
appropriate notation of his action on 
the conductor’s or master’s copy of the 
manifest, or the outside back cover of 
the TIR carnet, including the date, se-
rial numbers of the new seals applied, 
and the reason therefor. This author-
ization shall not apply in any case not 
involving a real emergency. 

(e) All transfers to or from the con-
veyance or warehouse of merchandise 
undergoing transportation in bond 
shall be made under the provisions of 
part 125 of this chapter and at the ex-
pense of the parties in interest, unless 
the bond of the carrier on Customs 
Form 301, containing the bond condi-
tions set forth in § 113.63 of this chapter 
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