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of exportation, the procedure pre-
scribed in § 18.3(d) shall be followed. 
The provisions of §§ 18.23 and 18.24 shall 
also be followed in applicable cases. 

(d) The bonded carrier shall cause the 
merchandise to be exported and provide 
such evidence of exportation as re-
quired by the port director under 
§ 113.55 of this chapter within 30 days of 
exportation. 

[28 FR 14755, Dec. 31, 1963, as amended by 
T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4489, Mar. 6, 1971; T.D. 82–
116, 47 FR 27262, June 24, 1982; T.D. 84–213, 49 
FR 41169, Oct. 19, 1984]

§ 18.27 Port marks. 
Port marks may be added by author-

ity of the port director and under the 
supervision of a Customs officer. The 
original marks and the port marks 
shall appear in all papers pertaining to 
the exportation.

MERCHANDISE TRANSPORTED BY 
PIPELINE

§ 18.31 Pipeline transportation of 
bonded merchandise. 

(a) General. Merchandise may be 
transported by pipeline under the pro-
cedures in this part, as appropriate and 
unless otherwise specifically provided 
for in this section. 

(b) Bill of lading to account for mer-
chandise. Unless Customs has reason-
able cause to suspect fraud, Customs 
shall accept a bill of lading or equiva-
lent document of receipt issued by the 
pipeline operator to the shipper and ac-
cepted by the consignee to account for 
the quantity of merchandise trans-
ported by pipeline and to maintain the 
identity of the merchandise. 

(c) Procedures when pipeline is only 
carrier. When a pipeline is the only car-
rier of bonded merchandise and there is 
no transfer to another carrier, the bill 
of lading or equivalent document of re-
ceipt issued by the pipeline operator to 
the shipper shall be included with, and 
made a part of, the Customs in-bond 
document (see § 18.2(b)). If there are no 
discrepancies between the bill of lading 
or equivalent document of receipt and 
the other documents making up the in-
bond manifest for the merchandise, and 
provided that Customs has no reason-
able cause to suspect fraud, the bill of 
lading or equivalent document of re-

ceipt shall be accepted by Customs at 
the port of destination or exportation 
(see §§ 18.2(d) and 18.7) as establishing 
the quantity and identity of the mer-
chandise transported. The pipeline op-
erator shall be responsible for any dis-
crepancies, including shortages, irreg-
ular deliveries, or nondeliveries at the 
port of destination or exportation (see 
§ 18.8). 

(d) Procedures when there is more than 
one carrier (i.e., transfer of the merchan-
dise)—(1) Pipeline as initial carrier. 
When a pipeline is the initial carrier of 
bonded merchandise and the merchan-
dise is transferred to another convey-
ance (either a different mode of trans-
portation or a pipeline operated by an-
other operator), the procedures in § 18.3 
and paragraph (c) of this section shall 
be followed, except that— 

(i) When the merchandise is to be 
transferred to one conveyance, a copy 
of the bill of lading or equivalent docu-
ment issued by the pipeline operator to 
the shipper shall be delivered to the 
person in charge of the conveyance for 
delivery, along with the in-bond docu-
ment, to the appropriate Customs offi-
cial at the port of destination or expor-
tation; or 

(ii) When the merchandise is to be 
transferred to more than one convey-
ance, a copy of the bill of lading or 
equivalent document issued by the 
pipeline operator to the shipper shall 
be delivered to the person in charge of 
each additional conveyance, along with 
the two additional copies of the in-
bond document, for delivery to the ap-
propriate Customs official at the port 
of destination or exportation. 

(2) Transfer to pipeline from initial car-
rier other than a pipeline. When bonded 
merchandise initially transported by a 
carrier other than a pipeline is trans-
ferred to a pipeline, the procedures in 
§ 18.3 and paragraph (c) of this section 
shall be followed, except that the bill 
of lading or other equivalent document 
of receipt issued by the pipeline oper-
ator to the shipper shall be delivered, 
along with the in-bond document, to 
the appropriate Customs officer at the 
port of destination or exportation. 

(3) Initial carrier liable for discrep-
ancies. In the case of either paragraph 
(d)(1) or (d)(2) of this section, the ini-
tial carrier shall be responsible for any 
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discrepancies, including shortages, ir-
regular deliveries, or nondeliveries, at 
the port of destination or exportation 
(see § 18.8). 

(e) Recordkeeping. The shipper, pipe-
line operator, and consignee are sub-
ject to the recordkeeping requirements 
in 19 U.S.C. 1508 and 1509, as provided 
for in part 162 of this chapter. 

[T.D. 96–18, 61 FR 6779, Feb. 22, 1996]

MERCHANDISE NOT OTHERWISE SUBJECT 
TO CUSTOMS CONTROL EXPORTED 
UNDER COVER OF A TIR CARNET

§ 18.41 Applicability. 
The provisions of §§ 18.41 through 

18.45 apply only to merchandise to be 
exported under cover of a TIR carnet 
for the convenience of the U.S. ex-
porter or other party in interest and do 
not apply to merchandise otherwise re-
quired to be transported in bond under 
the provisions of this chapter. Mer-
chandise to be exported under cover of 
a TIR carnet for the convenience of the 
U.S. exporter or other party in interest 
may be transported with the use of the 
facilities of either bonded or non-
bonded carriers. 

[T.D. 71–263, 36 FR 20291, Oct. 20, 1971]

§ 18.42 Direct exportation. 
At the port of exportation, the con-

tainer or road vehicle, the merchan-
dise, and the TIR carnet shall be made 
available to the port director. Any re-
quired export declarations shall be 
filed in accordance with the applicable 
regulations of the Bureau of the Census 
(15 CFR part 30) and the Office of Ex-
port Control (15 CFR part 386). The port 
director shall examine the merchandise 
to the extent he believes necessary to 
determine that the carnet has been 
properly completed and shall verify 
that the container or road vehicle has 
the necessary certificate of approval or 
approval plate intact and is in satisfac-
tory condition. After completion of any 
required examination and supervision 
of loading, the port director shall cause 
the container or road vehicle to be 
sealed with Customs seals and ascer-
tain that the TIR plates are properly 
affixed and sealed. (See § 18.4a.) In the 
case of heavy or bulky goods moving 
under cover of a TIR carnet, the port 

director shall cause a Customs seal or 
label, as appropriate, to be affixed. He 
shall also remove two vouchers from 
the carnet, execute the appropriate 
counterfoils, and return the carnet to 
the carrier or agent to accompany the 
merchandise. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4489, Mar. 6, 1971]

§ 18.43 Indirect exportation. 
(a) When merchandise is to move 

from one U.S. port to another for ac-
tual exportation at the second port, 
any export declarations required to be 
validated shall be filed in accordance 
with the port of origin procedure de-
scribed in the applicable regulations of 
the Bureau of the Census and of the Of-
fice of Export Control. 

(b) The port director shall follow the 
procedure provided in § 18.42 in respect 
to examination of the merchandise, su-
pervision of loading, sealing or label-
ing, and affixing of TIR plates. He shall 
remove one voucher from the carnet, 
execute the appropriate counterfoil, 
and return the carnet to the carrier or 
agent to accompany the container or 
road vehicle to the port of actual ex-
portation. 

(c) At the port of actual exportation, 
the carnet and the container (or heavy 
or bulky goods) or road vehicle shall be 
presented to the port director who 
shall verify that seals or labels are in-
tact and that there is no evidence of 
tampering. After verification, the port 
director shall remove the appropriate 
voucher from the carnet, execute the 
counterfoil, and return the carnet to 
the carrier or agent. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4489, Mar. 6, 1971]

§ 18.44 Abandonment of exportation. 
In the event that exportation is 

abandoned at any time after merchan-
dise has been placed under cover of a 
TIR carnet, the carrier or agent shall 
deliver the carnet to the nearest cus-
toms office or to the Customs office at 
the port of origin for cancellation (see 
§ 114.26(c) of this chapter). When the 
carnet has been canceled, the carrier or 
agent may remove Customs seals or la-
bels and unload the container (or heavy 
or bulky goods) or road vehicle without 
customs supervision. 

[T.D. 71–70, 36 FR 4489, Mar. 6, 1971]
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