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Trade Representative as provided in 
section 131(a) or 503(a), and in Execu-
tive Order No. 11846, as amended, which 
may be considered for modification of 
United States duties, or as eligible ar-
ticles for duty-free treatment under 
the generalized system of preferences, 
respectively, the Commission shall ini-
tiate an investigation to obtain infor-
mation pertinent to the fomulation of 
its advice to the President under sec-
tion 131(b) with respect to such articles 
to assist him in making an informed 
judgment as to the impact which might 
be caused by such duty modifications 
or duty-free treatment on U.S. manu-
facturing, agriculture, mining, fishing, 
labor, and consumers, including wheth-
er any reductions in rates of duty 
should take place over a period longer 
than the minimum periods provided by 
section 109(a) of the Trade Act of 1974 
(88 Stat. 1985; 19 U.S.C. 2119). 

(2) Section 131(c). Upon the receipt of 
a request from the President or from 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive as provided in section 131(c) and in 
Executive Order No. 11846, as amended, 
to assist him in his determination of 
whether to enter into any trade agree-
ment under section 102, the Commis-
sion shall institute an investigation to 
obtain information pertinent to the 
formulation of its views with respect to 
the probable economic effects of modi-
fications of any barrier to (or other dis-
tortion of) international trade on do-
mestic industries and purchasers and 
on prices and quantities of articles in 
the United States. 

(b) Institution and notice of investiga-
tion. An investigation to which this 
subpart A relates will be instituted 
promptly after the receipt from the 
President or the United States Trade 
Representative of (1) a list of articles 
which may be considered for duty 
modifications or duty-free treatment, 
or (2) a request for an investigation and 
report concerning the probable eco-
nomic effects of modifications of any 
barrier to (or other distortion of) inter-
national trade. 

(c) Hearings. Public hearings will be 
held in connection with every inves-
tigation to which this subpart A re-
lates. For other applicable rules, see 
§ 201.11 of this chapter. 

(d) Report to the President. After the 
completion of its investigation, the 
Commission will incorporate its advice 
or views in a report which together 
with hearing transcripts, briefs and 
other information will be transmitted 
to the President through the United 
States Trade Representative. 

[42 FR 40426, Aug. 10, 1977, as amended at 63 
FR 29351, May 29, 1998]

§ 205.4 [Reserved]

Subpart B—Investigations Con-
cerning the Probable Impact 
on the Economy of the United 
States of the President’s Tak-
ing Retaliatory Action to Ob-
tain the Elimination of Unjusti-
fiable or Unreasonable For-
eign Acts or Policies Which 
Restrict U.S. Commerce

§ 205.5 Applicability of subpart. 
This subpart B of part 205 applies to 

investigations for the purpose of sec-
tion 301(e)(3) of the Trade Act of 1974. 
For other applicable rules, see part 201 
of this chapter.

§ 205.6 Investigations under section 
301(e)(3) of the Trade Act of 1974. 

(a) Purpose of investigation. The pur-
pose of an investigation by the Com-
mission is to provide the President 
with its views pursuant to section 
301(e)(3) as to the probable impact on 
the economy of the United States of 
imposing retaliatory restrictions on 
imports into the United States from 
countries or foreign instrumentalities 
which maintain restrictions against 
U.S. exports. 

(b) Institution and notice of investiga-
tion. An investigation to which this 
subpart B relates will be instituted 
promptly after the receipt from the 
President of a request for the views of 
the Commission with regard to the 
matters indicated in paragraph (a) of 
this section. 

(c) Public hearings. If, in the judg-
ment of the Commission, there is good 
and sufficient reason therefor, the 
Commission, in the course of its inves-
tigation, will hold a public hearing and 
afford interested parties opportunity to 
appear and be heard at such hearing. If 
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