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and completed RD&T activities, in-
cluding abstracts of RD&T reports and 
articles.

§ 420.205 Policy. 
(a) It is the FHWA’s policy to admin-

ister the RD&T program activities uti-
lizing FHWA planning and research 
funds consistent with the policy speci-
fied in § 420.105 and the following gen-
eral principles in paragraphs (b) 
through (g) of this section. 

(b) State transportation agencies 
shall provide information necessary for 
peer reviews. 

(c) States are encouraged to develop, 
establish, and implement an RD&T 
program, funded with Federal and 
State resources, that anticipates and 
addresses transportation concerns be-
fore they become critical problems. To 
promote effective utilization of avail-
able resources, States are encouraged 
to cooperate with other States, the 
FHWA, and other appropriate agencies 
to achieve RD&T objectives established 
at the national level and to develop a 
technology transfer program to pro-
mote and use those results. 

(d) States will be allowed the author-
ity and flexibility to manage and di-
rect their RD&T activities as presented 
in their work programs, and to initiate 
RD&T activities supported by FHWA 
planning and research funds, subject to 
the limitation of Federal funds and to 
compliance with program conditions 
set forth in subpart A of this part and 
§ 420.207. 

(e) States will have primary responsi-
bility for managing RD&T activities 
supported with FHWA planning and re-
search funds carried out by other State 
agencies and organizations and for en-
suring that such funds are expended for 
purposes consistent with this subpart. 

(f) Each State shall develop, estab-
lish, and implement a management 
process that ensures effective use of 
available FHWA planning and research 
funds for RD&T activities on a state-
wide basis. Each State is permitted to 
tailor its management process to meet 
State or local needs; however, the proc-
ess must comply with the minimum re-
quirements and conditions of this sub-
part. 

(g) States are encouraged to make ef-
fective use of the FHWA Division, Re-

gional, and Headquarters office exper-
tise in developing and carrying out 
their RD&T activities. Participation of 
the FHWA on advisory panels and in 
program review meetings is encour-
aged.

§ 420.207 Conditions for grant ap-
proval. 

(a) As a condition for approval of 
FHWA planning and research funds for 
RD&T activities, a State shall imple-
ment a program of RD&T activities for 
planning, design, construction, and 
maintenance of highways, public trans-
portation, and intermodal transpor-
tation systems. Not less than 25 per-
cent of the State’s apportioned SPR 
funds shall be spent on such activities, 
unless waived by the FHWA, in accord-
ance with the provisions of § 420.107. In 
addition the State shall develop, estab-
lish, and implement a management 
process that identifies and implements 
RD&T activities expected to address 
highest priority transportation issues, 
and includes: 

(1) An interactive process for identi-
fication and prioritization of RD&T ac-
tivities for inclusion in an RD&T work 
program; 

(2) Utilization, to the maximum ex-
tent possible, of all FHWA planning 
and research funds set aside for RD&T 
activities either internally or for par-
ticipation in national, regional pooled, 
or cooperatively funded studies; 

(3) Procedures for tracking program 
activities, schedules, accomplishments, 
and fiscal commitments; 

(4) Support and use of the TRIS data-
base for program development, report-
ing of active RD&T activities, and 
input of the final report information; 

(5) Procedures to determine the effec-
tiveness of the State’s management 
process in implementing the RD&T 
program, to determine the utilization 
of the State’s RD&T outputs, and to fa-
cilitate peer reviews of its RD&T Pro-
gram on a periodic basis and; 

(6) Procedures for documenting 
RD&T activities through the prepara-
tion of final reports. As a minimum, 
the documentation shall include the 
data collected, analyses performed, 
conclusions, and recommendations. 
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