Federal Highway Administration, DOT

meet, to an acceptable degree, the re-
quirements of 23 U.S.C. 135 and these
regulations (including subpart C where
a metropolitan TIP is involved), they
will approve the STIP. Approval action
will take one of the following forms, as
appropriate:

(1) Joint approval of the STIP;

(2) Joint approval of the STIP subject
to certain corrective actions being
taken;

(3) Joint approval of the STIP as the
basis for approval of identified cat-
egories of projects; and/or

(4) Under special circumstances, joint
approval of a partial STIP covering
only a portion of the State.

(d) The joint approval period for a
new STIP or amended STIP will not ex-
ceed two years. Where the State dem-
onstrates that extenuating cir-
cumstances will delay the submittal of
a new STIP or amended STIP for ap-
proval, FHWA and FTA will consider
and take appropriate action on re-
quests to extend the approval beyond
two years for all or part of the STIP
for a limited period of time. Where the
request involves projects in a metro-
politan planning area(s), the affected
MPO(s) must concur in the request and
if the delay was due to the develop-
ment and approval of the TIP, the af-
fected MPO(s) must provide supporting
information for the request. If non-
attainment and/or maintenance areas
are involved, a request for an extension
cannot be granted if the conformity de-
termination on the TIP is no longer
valid under EPA’s conformity regula-
tions (40 CFR part 51).

(e) If, upon review, the FHWA and
the FTA Administrators jointly deter-
mine that the STIP or amendment does
not substantially meet the require-
ments of 23 U.S.C. 135 and this part for
any identified categories of projects,
they will not approve the STIP.

(f) The FHWA and the FTA will no-
tify the State of actions taken under
this section.

(g) Where necessary in order to main-
tain or establish operations, the Fed-
eral Transit Administrator and/or the
Federal Highway Administrator may
approve operating assistance for spe-
cific projects or programs even though
the projects or programs may not be
included in an approved STIP.

§450.222

§450.222 Project selection for imple-
mentation.

(a) Except as provided in §§450.220(f)
and 450.216(a)(7), only projects included
in the Federally approved STIP shall
be eligible for funds administered by
the FHWA or the FTA.

(b) In metropolitan planning areas,
transportation projects requiring title
23 or Federal Transit Act funds admin-
istered by the FHWA or the FTA shall
be selected in accordance with proce-
dures established pursuant to the
project selection portion of the metro-
politan planning regulation in subpart
C of this part.

(c) Outside metropolitan planning
areas, transportation projects under-
taken on the National Highway System
with title 23 funds and under the bridge
and Interstate maintenance programs
shall be selected by the State in con-
sultation with the affected local offi-
cials. Federal lands highway projects
shall be selected in accordance with 23
U.S.C.  204. Other transportation
projects undertaken with funds admin-
istered by the FHWA shall be selected
by the State in cooperation with the
affected local officials, and projects un-
dertaken with Federal Transit Act
funds shall be selected by the State in
cooperation with the appropriate af-
fected local officials and transit opera-
tors.

(d) The projects in the first year of
an approved STIP shall constitute an
‘“‘agreed to’’ list of projects for subse-
quent scheduling and implementation.
No further project selection action is
required for the implementing agency
to proceed with these projects except
that if appropriated Federal funds
available are significantly less than
the authorized amounts, §450.332(c)
provides for a revised list of ‘‘agreed
to”’ projects to be developed upon the
request of the State, MPO, or transit
operators. If an implementing agency
wishes to proceed with a project in the
second and third year of the STIP, the
specific project selection procedures
stated in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this
section must be used. Expedited selec-
tion procedures which provide for the
advancement of projects from the sec-
ond or third years of the STIP may be
used if agreed to by all the parties in-
volved in the selection.

101



