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Federal Highway Administration, DOT § 650.303

2 This document is available for inspection 
from the FHWA headquarters and field of-
fices as prescribed by 49 CFR part 7, appendix 
D. It may be purchased from the American 
Association of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials offices at Suite 225, 444 North 
Capitol Street, NW., Washington, DC 20001.

3 This document is available for inspection 
and copying as prescribed by 49 CFR part 7, 
appendix D.

1 The AASHTO Manual referred to in this 
part is the Manual for Maintenance Inspection 
of Bridges 1983 together with subsequent in-
terim changes or the most recent version of 
the AASHTO Manual published by the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials. A copy of the Man-
ual may be examined during normal business 
hours at the office of each Division Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion, at the office of each Regional Federal 
Highway Administrator, and at the Wash-
ington Headquarters of the Federal Highway 
Administration. The addresses of those docu-
ment insepction facilities are set forth in ap-
pendix D to part 7 of the regulations of the 
Office of the Secretary (49 CFR part 7). In ad-
dition, a copy of the Manual may be secured 
upon payment in advance by writing to the 
American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, 444 N. Capitol 
Street, NW., Suite 225, Washington, DC 20001.

available resources, such as the proce-
dures presented in the AASHTO 
‘‘Model Drainage Manual,’’ 1991.2

(c) Consistent with the requirements 
of section 6217(g) of the Coastal Zone 
Act Reauthorization Amendments of 
1990 (Pub. L. 101–508, 104 Stat. 1388–299), 
highway construction projects funded 
under title 23, United States Code, and 
located in the coastal zone manage-
ment areas of States with coastal zone 
management programs approved by the 
United States Department of Com-
merce, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, should utilize 
‘‘Guidance Specifying Management 
Measures for Sources of Nonpoint 
Source Pollution in Coastal Waters,’’ 
84–B–92–002, U.S. EPA, January 1993.3 
State highway agencies should refer to 
this Environmental Protection Agency 
guidance document for the design of 
projects within coastal zone manage-
ment areas.

Subpart C—National Bridge 
Inspection Standards

§ 650.301 Application of standards. 
The National Bridge Inspection 

Standards in this part apply to all 
structures defined as bridges located on 
all public roads. In acordance with the 
AASHTO (American Association of 
State Highway and Transportation Of-
ficials) Transportation Glossary, a 
bridge is defined as a structure includ-
ing supports erected over a depression 
or an obstruction, such as water, high-
way, or railway, and having a track or 
passageway for carrying traffic or 
other moving loads, and having an 
opening measured along the center of 
the roadway of more than 20 feet be-
tween undercopings of abutments or 
spring lines of arches, or extreme ends 
of openings for multiple boxes; it may 
also include multiple pipes, where the 
clear distance between openings is less 

than half of the smaller contiguous 
opening. 

[44 FR 25435, May 1, 1979, as amended at 51 
FR 16834, May 7, 1986]

§ 650.303 Inspection procedures. 
(a) Each highway department shall 

include a bridge inspection organiza-
tion capable of performing inspections, 
preparing reports, and determining rat-
ings in acordance with the provisions 
of the AASHTO Manual 1 and the 
Standards contained herein.

(b) Bridge inspectors shall meet the 
minimum qualifications stated in 
§ 650.307. 

(c) Each structure required to be in-
spected under the Standards shall be 
rated as to its safe load carrying capac-
ity in accordance with section 4 of the 
AASHTO Manual. If it is determined 
under this rating procedure that the 
maximum legal load under State law 
exceeds the load permitted under the 
Operating Rating, the bridge must be 
posted in conformity with the AASHTO 
Manual or in accordance with State 
law. 

(d) Inspection records and bridge in-
ventories shall be prepared and main-
tained in accordance with the Stand-
ards. 

(e) The individual in charge of the or-
ganizational unit that has been dele-
gated the responsibilities for bridge in-
spection, reporting and inventory shall 
determine and designate on the indi-
vidual inspection and inventory 
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2 The ‘‘Bridge Inspector’s Training Man-
ual’’ may be purchased from the Super-
intendent of Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.

3 The following publications are supple-
ments to the ‘‘Bridge Inspector’s Training 
Manual’’: ‘‘Bridge Inspector’s Manual for 
Movable Bridges.’’ 1977, GPO Stock No. 050–
002–00103–5; ‘‘Culvert Inspector’s Training 
Manual,’’ July 1986, GPO Stock No. 050–001–
0030–7; and ‘‘Inspection of Fracture Critical 
Bridge Members,’’ 1986, GPO Stock No. 050–
001–00302–3.

records and maintain a master list of 
the following: 

(1) Those bridges which contain frac-
ture critical members, the location and 
description of such members on the 
bridge and the inspection frequency 
and procedures for inspection of such 
members. (Fracture critical members 
are tension members of a bridge whose 
failure will probably cause a portion of 
or the entire bridge to collapse.) 

(2) Those bridges with underwater 
members which cannot be visually 
evaluated during periods of low flow or 
examined by feel for condition, integ-
rity and safe load capacity due to ex-
cessive water depth or turbidity. These 
members shall be described, the inspec-
tion frequency stated, not to exceed 
five years, and the inspection proce-
dure specified. 

(3) Those bridges which contain 
unique or special features requiring ad-
ditional attention during inspection to 
ensure the safety of such bridges and 
the inspection frequency and procedure 
for inspection of each such feature. 

(4) The date of last inspection of the 
features designated in paragraphs (e)(1) 
through (3) of this section and a de-
scription of the findings and follow-up 
actions, if necessary, resulting from 
the most recent inspection of fracture 
critical details, underwater members 
or special features of each so des-
ignated bridge. 

[36 FR 7851, Apr. 27, 1971. Redesignated at 39 
FR 10430, Mar. 20, 1974, as amended at 44 FR 
25435, May 1, 1979; 53 FR 32616, Aug. 26, 1988]

§ 650.305 Frequency of inspections. 
(a) Each bridge is to be inspected at 

regular intervals not to exceed 2 years 
in accordance with section 2.3 of the 
AASHTO Manual. 

(b) Certain types or groups of bridges 
will require inspection at less than 2-
year intervals. The depth and fre-
quency to which bridges are to be in-
spected will depend on such factors as 
age, traffic characteristics, state of 
maintenance, and known deficiencies. 
The evaluation of these factors will be 
the responsibility of the individual in 
charge of the inspection program. 

(c) The maximum inspection interval 
may be increased for certain types or 
groups of bridges where past inspection 
reports and favorable experience and 

analysis justify the increased interval 
of inspection. If a State proposes to in-
spect some bridges at greater than the 
specified two-year interval, the State 
shall submit a detailed proposal and 
supporting data to the Federal High-
way Administrator for approval. The 
maximum time period between inspec-
tions shall not exceed four years. 

[36 FR 7851, Apr. 27, 1971. Redesignated at 39 
FR 10430, Mar. 20, 1974, as amended at 39 FR 
29590, Aug. 16, 1974; 53 FR 32616, Aug. 26, 1988; 
57 FR 53281, Nov. 9, 1992]

§ 650.307 Qualifications of personnel. 

(a) The individual in charge of the or-
ganizational unit that has been dele-
gated the responsibilities for bridge in-
spection, reporting, and inventory 
shall possess the following minimum 
qualifications: 

(1) Be a registered professional engi-
neer; or 

(2) Be qualified for registration as a 
professional engineer under the laws of 
the State; or 

(3) Have a minimum of 10 years expe-
rience in bridge inspection assignments 
in a responsible capacity and have 
completed a comprehensive training 
course based on the ‘‘Bridge Inspector’s 
Training Manual,’’ 2 which has been de-
veloped by a joint Federal-State task 
force, and subsequent additions to the 
manual.3

(b) An individual in charge of a 
bridge inspection team shall possess 
the following minimum qualifications: 

(1) Have the qualifications specified 
in paragraph (a) of this section; or 

(2) Have a minimum of 5 years experi-
ence in bridge inspection assignments 
in a responsible capacity and have 
completed a comprehensive training 
course based on the ‘‘Bridge Inspector’s 
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