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23 CFR Ch. I (4–1–02 Edition)§ 655.601

§ 655.601 Purpose. 
To prescribe the policies and proce-

dures of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) to obtain basic uni-
formity of traffic control devices on all 
streets and highways in accordance 
with the following references that are 
approved by the FHWA for application 
on Federal-aid projects: 

(a) Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices (MUTCD), 2000 Millennium 
Edition, FHWA, dated December 2000, 
including Errata No. 1 to MUTCD 2000 
Millennium Edition dated June 14, 2001, 
and Revision No. 1 dated December 28, 
2001. This publication is incorporated 
by reference in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 and is 
on file at the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 800 North Capitol Street, NW., 
Suite 700, Washington, DC. These docu-
ments are available for inspection and 
copying at the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Room 3408, Washington, DC 20590, as 
provided in 49 CFR Part 7. The text is 
also available from the Federal High-
way Administration’s Office of Trans-
portation Operation’s website at: http:/
/mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov.

(b) Standard Alphabets for Highway 
Signs, FHWA, 1966 Edition, Reprinted 
May 1972. (This publication is incor-
porated by reference and is on file at 
the Office of the Federal Register in 
Washington, DC. This document is 
available for inspection and copying as 
provided in 49 CFR part 7, appendix D). 

(c) Guide to Metric Conversion, 
AASHTO, 1993. This publication is in-
corporated by reference in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 
and is on file at the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, 800 North Capitol Street, 
NW., Suite 700, Washington, DC. This 
document is available for inspection as 
provided in 49 CFR part 7. It may be 
purchased from the American Associa-
tion of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials, Suite 249, 444 North 
Capitol Street, NW., Washington, DC 
20001. 

(d) Traffic Engineering Metric Con-
version Factors, 1993—Addendum to 
the Guide to Metric Conversion, 
AASHTO, October 1993. This publica-
tion is incorporated by reference in ac-
cordance with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR 
part 51 and is on file at the Office of 

the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol 
Street, NW., Suite 700, Washington, 
DC. This document is available for in-
spection as provided in 49 CFR part 7. 
It may be purchased from the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials, Suite 249, 444 
North Capitol Street, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20001. 
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§ 655.602 Definitions. 

The terms used herein are defined in 
accordance with definitions and usages 
contained in the MUTCD and 23 U.S.C. 
101(a).

§ 655.603 Standards. 

(a) National MUTCD. The MUTCD ap-
proved by the Federal Highway Admin-
istrator is the national standard for all 
traffic control devices installed on any 
street, highway, or bicycle trail open 
to public travel in accordance with 23 
U.S.C 109(d) and 402(a). The national 
MUTCD is specifically approved by the 
FHWA for application on any highway 
project in which Federal highway funds 
participate and on projects in federally 
administered areas where a Federal de-
partment or agency controls the high-
way or supervises the traffic oper-
ations. 

(b) State or other Federal MUTCD. (1) 
Where State or other Federal agency 
MUTCDs or supplements are required, 
they shall be in substantial conform-
ance with the national MUTCD. 
Changes to the national MUTCD issued 
by the FHWA shall be adopted by the 
States or other Federal agencies within 
2 years of issuance. The FHWA Re-
gional Administrator has been dele-
gated the authority to approve State 
MUTCDs and supplements. 

(2) The Direct Federal Program Ad-
ministrator has been delegated the au-
thority to approve other Federal agen-
cy MUTCDs with the concurrence of 
the Office of Traffic Operations. States 
and other Federal agencies are encour-
aged to adopt the national MUTCD as 
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