§655.601

§655.601 Purpose.

To prescribe the policies and proce-
dures of the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA) to obtain basic uni-
formity of traffic control devices on all
streets and highways in accordance
with the following references that are
approved by the FHWA for application
on Federal-aid projects:

(a) Manual on Uniform Traffic Con-
trol Devices (MUTCD), 2000 Millennium
Edition, FHWA, dated December 2000,
including Errata No. 1 to MUTCD 2000
Millennium Edition dated June 14, 2001,
and Revision No. 1 dated December 28,
2001. This publication is incorporated
by reference in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51 and is
on file at the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 800 North Capitol Street, NW.,
Suite 700, Washington, DC. These docu-
ments are available for inspection and
copying at the Federal Highway Ad-
ministration, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Room 3408, Washington, DC 20590, as
provided in 49 CFR Part 7. The text is
also available from the Federal High-
way Administration’s Office of Trans-
portation Operation’s website at: htip:/
/mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov.

(b) Standard Alphabets for Highway
Signs, FHWA, 1966 Edition, Reprinted
May 1972. (This publication is incor-
porated by reference and is on file at
the Office of the Federal Register in
Washington, DC. This document is
available for inspection and copying as
provided in 49 CFR part 7, appendix D).

(c) Guide to Metric Conversion,
AASHTO, 1993. This publication is in-
corporated by reference in accordance
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51
and is on file at the Office of the Fed-
eral Register, 800 North Capitol Street,
NW., Suite 700, Washington, DC. This
document is available for inspection as
provided in 49 CFR part 7. It may be
purchased from the American Associa-
tion of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials, Suite 249, 444 North
Capitol Street, NW., Washington, DC
20001.

(d) Traffic Engineering Metric Con-
version Factors, 1993—Addendum to
the Guide to Metric Conversion,
AASHTO, October 1993. This publica-
tion is incorporated by reference in ac-
cordance with 5 U.S.C. 5562(a) and 1 CFR
part 51 and is on file at the Office of
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the Federal Register, 800 North Capitol
Street, NW., Suite 700, Washington,
DC. This document is available for in-
spection as provided in 49 CFR part 7.
It may be purchased from the Amer-
ican Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials, Suite 249, 444
North Capitol Street, NW., Wash-
ington, DC 20001.

[61 FR 16834, May 7, 1986, as amended at 60
FR 18521, Apr. 11, 1995; 61 FR 29626, June 11,
1996; 62 FR 1373, Jan. 9, 1997; 63 FR 8351, Feb.
19, 1998; 63 FR 33549, June 19, 1998; 64 FR
337563, June 24, 1999; 656 FR 13, Jan. 3, 2000; 65
FR 78958, Dec. 18, 2000; 67 FR 7076, Feb. 15,
2002]

§655.602 Definitions.

The terms used herein are defined in
accordance with definitions and usages
contained in the MUTCD and 23 U.S.C.
101(a).

§655.603 Standards.

(a) National MUTCD. The MUTCD ap-
proved by the Federal Highway Admin-
istrator is the national standard for all
traffic control devices installed on any
street, highway, or bicycle trail open
to public travel in accordance with 23
U.S.C 109(d) and 402(a). The national
MUTCD is specifically approved by the
FHWA for application on any highway
project in which Federal highway funds
participate and on projects in federally
administered areas where a Federal de-
partment or agency controls the high-
way or supervises the traffic oper-
ations.

(b) State or other Federal MUTCD. (1)
Where State or other Federal agency
MUTCDs or supplements are required,
they shall be in substantial conform-
ance with the national MUTCD.
Changes to the national MUTCD issued
by the FHWA shall be adopted by the
States or other Federal agencies within
2 years of issuance. The FHWA Re-
gional Administrator has been dele-
gated the authority to approve State
MUTCDs and supplements.

(2) The Direct Federal Program Ad-
ministrator has been delegated the au-
thority to approve other Federal agen-
cy MUTCDs with the concurrence of
the Office of Traffic Operations. States
and other Federal agencies are encour-
aged to adopt the national MUTCD as
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their official Manual on Uniform Traf-
fic Control Devices.

(c) Color specifications. Color deter-
minations and specifications of sign
and pavement marking materials shall
conform to requirements of the FHWA
Color Tolerance Charts.2 An alternate
method of determining the color of
retroreflective sign material is pro-
vided in the appendix.

(d) Compliance—(1) Existing highways.
Each State, in cooperation with its po-
litical subdivisions, and Federal agen-
cies shall have a program as required
by Highway Safety Program Standard
Number 13, Traffic Engineering Serv-
ices (23 CFR 1204.4) which shall include
provisions for the systematic upgrad-
ing of substandard traffic control de-
vices and for the installation of needed
devices to achieve conformity with the
MUTCD.

(2) New or reconstructed highways.
Federal-aid projects for the construc-
tion, reconstruction, resurfacing, res-
toration, or rehabilitation of streets
and highways shall not be opened to
the public for unrestricted use until all
appropriate traffic control devices, ei-
ther temporary or permanent, are in-
stalled and functioning properly. Both
temporary and permanent devices shall
conform to the MUTCD.

(38) Construction area activities. All
traffic control devices installed in con-
struction areas using Federal-aid funds
shall conform to the MUTCD. Traffic
control plans for handling traffic and
pedestrians in construction zones and
for protection of workers shall conform
to the requirements of 23 CFR part 630,
subpart J, Traffic Safety in Highway
and Street Work Zones.

(4) MUTCD changes. The FHWA may
establish target dates for achieving
compliance with changes to specific de-
vices in the MUTCD.

(e) Specific information signs. Stand-
ards for specific information signs are
contained in the MUTCD.

[48 FR 46776, Oct. 14, 1983, as amended at 51
FR 16834, May 7, 1986]

2 Available for inspection from the Office of
Traffic Operations, Federal Highway Admin-
istration, 400 Seventh Street, SW., Wash-
ington, DC 20590.

§655.606

§655.604 Achieving basic uniformity.

(a) Programs. Programs for the or-
derly and systematic upgrading of ex-
isting traffic control devices or the in-
stallation of needed traffic control de-
vices on or off the Federal-aid system
should be based on inventories made in
accordance with 23 CFR 1204.4, High-
way Safety Program Standards. These
inventories provide the information
necessary for programming traffic con-
trol device upgrading projects.

(b) Inventory. An inventory of all
traffic control devices is required by
Highway Safety Program Standard
Number 13, Traffic Engineering Serv-
ices (23 CFR 1204.4). Highway planning
and research funds and highway related
safety grant program funds may be
used in statewide or systemwide stud-
ies or inventories. Also, metropolitan
planning (PL) funds may be used in ur-
banized areas provided the activity is
included in an approved unified work
program.

§655.605

(a) Federal-aid highways. Federal-aid
projects involving the installation of
traffic control devices shall follow pro-
cedures as established in 23 CFR part
630, subpart A, Federal-Aid Programs
Approval and Project Authorization.
Simplified and timesaving procedures
are to be used to the extent permitted
by existing policy.

(b) Off-system highways. Certain fed-
erally funded programs are available
for installation of traffic control de-
vices on streets and highways that are
not on the Federal-aid system. The
procedures used in these programs may
vary from project to project but, essen-
tially, the guidelines set forth herein
should be used.

Project procedures.

§655.606 Higher cost materials.

The use of signing, pavement mark-
ing, and signal materials (or equip-
ment) having distinctive performance
characteristics, but costing more than
other materials (or equipment) com-
monly used may be approved by the
FHWA Division Administrator when
the specific use proposed is considered
to be in the public interest.
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