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(iii) Real property interest to be (or that
has been) transferred. The amending
statement must set forth a brief de-
scription of the real property interest
with respect to which the underlying
application for a withholding certifi-
cate was submitted.

(iv) Amending information. The
amending statement must fully set
forth the basis for the amendment in-
cluding any modification of the facts
supporting the application for a with-
holding certificate and any change
sought in the terms of the withholding
certificate.

(g) Early refund of overwithheld
amounts. If the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice issues a withholding certificate
pursuant to this section, and an
amount greater than that specified in
the certificate was withheld by the en-
tity or fiduciary, then pursuant to the
rules of this paragraph (g) a relevant
taxpayer may apply for an early refund
of a proportionate share of the excess
amount (without interest) prior to the
date on which the relevant taxpayer’s
return is due (without extensions). An
application for an early refund must be
addressed to the Assistant Commis-
sioner (International), at the address
provided in §1.1445-1(g)(10). No par-
ticular form is required for the applica-
tion, but the following information
must be set forth in separate para-
graphs numbered to correspond with
the numbers given below:

(1) Name, address, and identifying
number (if any) of the relevant tax-
payer seeking the refund;

(2) Amount required to be withheld
pursuant to withholding certificate;

(3) Amount withheld by entity or fi-
duciary (attach a copy of Form 8288-A
stamped by IRS pursuant to §1.1445-
5(b)(4) or provide substantial evidence
of the amount withheld in the case of a
failure to receive Form 8288-A, as pro-
vided in §1.1445-5(b)(7)); and

(4) Amount to be refunded to the rel-
evant taxpayer.

An application for an early refund can-
not be processed unless the required
copy of Form 8288-A or substantial evi-
dence of the amount withheld in the
case of a failure to receive Form 8288-
A (as provided in §1.1445-5(b)(7)) is at-
tached to the application. If an appli-
cation for a withholding certificate is
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submitted after the transfer takes
place, then that application may be
combined with an application for an
early refund. The Service will act upon
a claim for refund within the time lim-
its set forth in §1.1445-6(a)(1).

[T.D. 8113, 51 FR 46648, Dec. 24, 1986; 52 FR
3796, 3917, Feb. 6, 1987]

§1.1445-7 Treatment of foreign cor-
poration that has made an election
under section 897(i) to be treated as
a domestic corporation.

(a) In general. Pursuant to section
897(i) a foreign corporation may elect
to be treated as a domestic corporation
for purposes of sections 897 and 6039C. A
foreign corporation that has made such
an election shall also be treated as a
domestic corporation for purposes of
the withholding required under section
1445, in accordance with the provisions
of this section.

(b) Withholding under section 1445(a)—
(1) Dispositions by corporation. A foreign
corporation that has made an election
under section 897(i) may provide a
transferee with a certification of non-
foreign status in connection with the
corporation’s disposition of a U.S. real
property interest. However, in accord-
ance with the provisions of §§1.1445-
2(b)(2)(ii) and 1.1445-5(b)(3)(ii)(C), such
an electing foreign corporation must
attach to such certification a copy of
the acknowledgment of the election
provided to the corporation by the In-
ternal Revenue Service pursuant to
§1.897-3(d)(4) which states that the in-
formation required by §1.897-3 has been
determined to be complete.

(2) Dispositions of interests in corpora-
tion. Dispositions of interests in elect-
ing foreign corporations shall be sub-
ject to the withholding requirements of
section 1445(a) and the rules of §§1.1445—
1 through 1.1445-4. Therefore, if a for-
eign person disposes of an interest in
such a corporation, and that interest is
a U.S. real property interest under the
provisions of section 897 and regula-
tions thereunder, then the transferee is
required to withhold under section
1445(a).

(c) Withholding under section 1445(e).
Because a foreign corporation that has
made an election under section 897(i) is
treated as a domestic corporation for
purposes of determining withholding
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obligations under section 1445, such a
corporation is not subject to the re-
quirement of section 1445(e)(2) that a
foreign corporation withhold at the
corporate capital gain rate from the
gain recognized upon the distribution
of a U.S. real property interest. Such a
corporation is subject to the provisions
of section 1445(e)(3). Thus, if interests
in an electing corporation constitute
U.S. real property interests, then the
corporation is required to withhold
with respect to the non-dividend dis-
tribution of any property to an inter-
est-holder that is a foreign person. See
§1.1445-5(e). Dividend distributions (dis-
tributions that are described in section
301) shall be treated as provided in sec-
tions 897(f), 1441 and 1442. In addition, if
interests in an electing foreign cor-
poration do not constitute U.S. real
property interests, then distributions
by such corporation shall be treated as
provided in sections 897(f) (if applica-
ble), 1441 and 1442.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 545-0902)

[T.D. 8113, 51 FR 46650, Dec. 24, 1986; 52 FR
3796, Feb. 6, 1987]

§1.1445-8 Special rules regarding pub-
licly traded partnerships, publicly
traded trusts and real estate invest-
ment trusts (REITs).

(a) Entities to which this section ap-
plies. The rules of this section apply
to—

(1) Any partnership or trust, inter-
ests in which are regularly traded on
an established securities market (re-
gardless of the number of its partners
or beneficiaries), and

(2) Any REIT (regardless of the form

of its organization).
For purposes of paragraph (a)(1) of this
section, the rules of section 1445 (e)(1)
and this section shall not apply to a
publicly traded partnership (as defined
in section 7704) which is treated as a
corporation under section 7704(a), or to
those entities that are classified as
‘“‘associations’ and taxed as corpora-
tions. See §301.7701-2.

(b) Obligation to withhold—(1) In gen-
eral. An entity described in paragraph
(a) of this section is not required to
withhold under the provisions of
§1.1445-5(c), which states the with-
holding requirements of domestic part-
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nerships, trusts and estates upon the
disposition of U.S. real property inter-
ests. Except as otherwise provided in
this paragraph (b), an entity described
in paragraph (a) of this section shall be
liable to withhold tax upon the dis-
tribution of any amount attributable
to the disposition of a U.S. real prop-
erty interest, with respect to each
holder of an interest in the entity that
is a foreign person. The amount to be
withhold is described in paragraph (c)
of this section.

(2) Publicly traded partnerships. Pub-
licly traded partnerships which comply
with the withholding procedures under
section 1446 will be deemed to have sat-
isfied their withholding obligations
under this paragraph (b).

(3) Special rule for certain distributions
to nominees. In the case of a person
that—

(i) Is a nominee (as defined in para-
graph (d) of this section),

(ii) Receives a distribution attrib-
utable to the disposition of a U.S. real
property interest directly from an enti-
ty described in paragraph (a) of this
section or indirectly from such entity
through a nominee,

(iii) Receives the distribution for
payment to any foreign person, or the
account of any foreign person, and

(iv) Receives a qualified notice pursu-
ant to paragraph (f) of this section,

then the obligation to withhold in ac-
cordance with the general rules of sec-
tion 1445(e)(1) and this paragraph (b)
shall be imposed solely on that person
to the extent of the amount specified
by the qualified notice. A person obli-
gated to withhold by reason of this
paragraph (b)(3) is referred to as a
withholding agent.

(4) Person designated to act for with-
holding agent. The rules stated in
§1.1441-7(b) (1) and (2) regarding a per-
son designated to act for a withholding
agent shall apply for purposes of this
section.

() Effect of withholding exemption
granted under ¢§1.1441-4(f). A letter
issued by a district director under the
provisions of §1.1441-4(f), which ex-
empts a person from withholding under
section 1441 or section 1442, shall also
exempt that person from withholding
under this paragraph (b), if—
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