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§ 1.410(a)–6 Amendment of break in 
service rules; Transition period. 

(a) In general. Under section 1017(f) (1) 
of the Employee retirement Income Se-
curity Act of 1974, a plan is not a quali-
fied plan (and a trust forming a part of 
such plan is not a qualified trust) if the 
rules of the plan relating to breaks in 
service are amended, and— 

(1) Such amendment is effective after 
January 1, 1974, and before the date on 
which section 410 becomes applicable 
to the plan, and 

(2) Under such amendment, any em-
ployee’s participation in the plan com-
mences at any date later than the later 
of— 

(i) The date on which his participa-
tion would commence under the break 
in service rules of section 410(a)(5), or 

(ii) The earliest date on which his 
participation would commence under 
the plan as in effect on or after Janu-
ary 1, 1974. 

(b) Break in service rules. For purposes 
of paragraph (a), the term ‘‘break in 
service rules’’ means the rules provided 
by a plan relating to circumstances 
under which a period of an employee’s 
service or plan participation is dis-
regarded for purposes of determining 
his rights to participate in the plan, if 
under such rules such service is dis-
regarded by reason of the employee’s 
failure to complete a required period of 
service within a specified period of 
time. 

(Sec. 410 (88 Stat. 898; 26 U.S.C. 410)) 

[T.D. 7508, 42 FR 47197, Sept. 20, 1977; 43 FR 
2721, Jan. 19, 1978]

§ 1.410(a)–7 Elapsed time. 
(a) In general—(1) Introduction to 

elapsed time method of crediting service. 
(i) 29 CFR 2530.200b–2 sets forth the gen-
eral method of crediting service for an 
employee. The general method is based 
upon the actual counting of hours of 
service during the applicable 12-con-
secutive-month computation period. 
The equivalencies set forth in 29 CFR 
2530.200b–3 are also methods for cred-
iting hours of service during 
computaton periods. Under the general 
method and the equivalencies an em-
ployee receives a year’s credit (in units 
of years of service or years of partici-
pation) for a computation period dur-

ing which the employee is credited 
with a specified number of hours of 
service. In general, an employee’s stat-
utory entitlement with respect to eligi-
bility to participate, vesting and ben-
efit accrual is determined by totalling 
the number of years’ credit to which an 
employee is entitled. 

(ii) Under the alternative method set 
forth in this section, by contrast, an 
employee’s statutory entitlement with 
respect to eligibility to participate, 
vesting and benefit accrual is not based 
upon the actual completion of a speci-
fied number of hours of service during 
a 12-consecutive-month period. Instead, 
such entitlement is determined gen-
erally with reference to the total pe-
riod of time which elapses while the 
employee is employed (i.e., while the 
employment relationship exists) with 
the employer or employers maintain-
ing the plan. The alternative method 
set forth in this section is designed to 
enable a plan to lessen the administra-
tive burdens associated with the main-
tenance of records of an employee’s 
hours of service by permitting each 
employee to be credited with his or her 
total period of service with the em-
ployer or employers maintaining the 
plan, irrespective of the actual hours of 
service completed in any 12-consecu-
tive-month period. 

(2) Overview of the operation of the 
elapsed time method. (i) Under the 
elapsed time method of crediting serv-
ice, a plan is generally required to take 
into account the period of time which 
elapses while the employee is employed 
(i.e., while the employment relation-
ship exists) with the employer or em-
ployers maintaining the plan, regard-
less of the actual number of hours he 
or she completes during such period. 
Under this alternative method of cred-
iting service, an employee’s service is 
required to be taken into account for 
purposes of eligibility to participate 
and vesting as of the date he or she 
first performs an hour of service within 
the meaning of 29 CFR 2530.200b–2 (a) 
(1) for the employer or employers 
maintaining the plan. Service is re-
quired to be taken into account for the 
period of time from the date the em-
ployee first performs such an hour of 
service until the date he or she severs 
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