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(d) The SAR may be exercised only when 
the underlying ISO is eligible to be exer-
cised. 

(e) The SAR may be exercised only when 
there is a positive spread, i.e., when the mar-
ket price of the stock subject to the option 
exceeds the exercise price of the option.
If all of the above requirements are met, for 
purposes of the 422A sequential exercise re-
striction (see A–2(c)(7)), a tandem ISO–SAR 
will be considered exercised in full when ei-
ther the underlying ISO or the SAR is exer-
cised. Additionally, SAR’s may be paid in ei-
ther cash or property, or a combination 
thereof, so long as the section 83 income in-
clusion rule applies to any property so trans-
ferred.

[T.D. 7799, 46 FR 61840, Dec. 21, 1981, as 
amended by T.D. 8435, 57 FR 43896, Sept. 23, 
1992]

PART 15—TEMPORARY INCOME 
TAX REGULATIONS RELATING TO 
EXPLORATION EXPENDITURES IN 
THE CASE OF MINING
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AUTHORITY: Sec. 7805, 68A Stat. 917; 26 
U.S.C. 7805.

SOURCE: T.D. 6907, 31 FR 16776, Dec. 31, 1966, 
unless otherwise noted.

§ 15.0–1 Scope of regulations in this 
part. 

The regulations in this part relate to 
expenditures of the type described in 
section 615(a) or in section 617(a)(1) 
paid or incurred after September 12, 
1966. The regulations in this part do 
not apply to the income tax treatment 
of mining exploration expenditures 
paid or incurred before September 13, 
1966, and no election made pursuant to 
the provisions of the regulations in 
this part shall have any effect on the 
income tax treatment of exploration 
expenditures paid or incurred before 
such date. See § 15.1–4 for rules relating 
to treatment of exploration expendi-
tures paid or incurred during taxable 
years beginning before September 13, 
1966, and ending after September 12, 
1966.

§ 15.1–1 Elections to deduct. 
(a) Manner of making election—(1) 

Election to deduct under section 617(a). 
The election to deduct exploration ex-
penditures as expenses under section 
617(a) may be made by deducting such 
expenditures in the taxpayer’s income 
tax return for the first taxable year 
ending after September 12, 1966, for 
which the taxpayer desires to deduct 
exploration expenditures which are 
paid or incurred by him during such 
taxable year and after September 12, 
1966. This election may be exercised by 
deducting such expenditures either in 
the taxpayer’s return for such taxable 
year or in an amended return filed be-
fore the expiration of the period for fil-
ing a claim for credit or refund of in-
come tax for such taxable year. Where 
the election is made in an amended re-
turn for a taxable year prior to the 
most recent year for which the tax-
payer has filed a return, the taxpayer 
shall file amended income tax returns, 
reflecting any increase or decrease in 
tax attributable to the election, for all 
taxable years affected by the election. 
See section 617(a)(2)(C) for provisions 
relating to the tolling of the statute of 
limitations for the assessment of any 
deficiency for any taxable year, to the 
extent the deficiency is attributable to 
an election under section 617(a). In ap-
plying the election to the years af-
fected there shall be taken into ac-
count the effect that any adjustments 
resulting from the election shall have 
on other items affected thereby, such 
as the deduction for charitable con-
tributions, the foreign tax credit, net 
operating loss and other deductions or 
credits the amount of which is limited 
by the taxpayer’s taxable income, and 
the effect that adjustments of any such 
items have on other taxable years. 
Amended returns filed for taxable 
years subsequent to the taxable year 
for which the election under section 
617(a) is made by amended return shall 
apply the recapture provisions of sub-
sections (b)(1)(B), (c), and (d) of section 
617. 

(2) Election to deduct under section 
615—(i) General rule. The election to de-
duct exploration expenditures under 
section 615 shall be made in a state-
ment filed with the district director, or 
director of the regional service center, 
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