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manufacture such devices stating that 
sales will only be made to law enforce-
ment agencies or other purchasers 
specified in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion; and 

(5) Letters from law enforcement of-
ficers purchasing in accordance with 
paragraph (b)(2) of this section and 
§ 178.132. 

(Paragraph (c) approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget under control num-
ber 1512–0526) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17452, Apr. 6, 1995, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–383, 61 FR 39321, July 
29, 1996]

Subpart D—Licenses
§ 178.41 General. 

(a) Each person intending to engage 
in business as an importer or manufac-
turer of firearms or ammunition, or a 
dealer in firearms shall, before com-
mencing such business, obtain the li-
cense required by this subpart for the 
business to be operated. Each person 
who desires to obtain a license as a col-
lector of curios or relics may obtain 
such a license under the provisions of 
this subpart. 

(b) Each person intending to engage 
in business as a firearms or ammuni-
tion importer or manufacturer, or deal-
er in firearms shall file an application, 
with the required fee (see § 178.42), with 
ATF in accordance with the instruc-
tions on the form (see § 178.44), and, 
pursuant to § 178.47, receive the license 
required for such business from the 
Chief, National Licensing Center. Ex-
cept as provided in § 178.50, a license 
must be obtained for each business and 
each place at which the applicant is to 
do business. A license as an importer or 
manufacturer of firearms or ammuni-
tion, or a dealer in firearms shall, sub-
ject to the provisions of the Act and 
other applicable provisions of law, en-
title the licensee to transport, ship, 
and receive firearms and ammunition 
covered by such license in interstate or 
foreign commerce and to engage in the 
business specified by the license, at the 
location described on the license, and 
for the period stated on the license. 
However, it shall not be necessary for a 

licensed importer or a licensed manu-
facturer to also obtain a dealer’s li-
cense in order to engage in business on 
the licensed premises as a dealer in the 
same type of firearms authorized by 
the license to be imported or manufac-
tured. Payment of the license fee as an 
importer or manufacturer of destruc-
tive devices, ammunition for destruc-
tive devices or armor piercing ammuni-
tion or as a dealer in destructive de-
vices includes the privilege of import-
ing or manufacturing firearms other 
than destructive devices and ammuni-
tion for other than destructive devices 
or ammunition other than armor pierc-
ing ammunition, or dealing in firearms 
other than destructive devices, as the 
case may be, by such a licensee at the 
licensed premises. 

(c) Each person seeking the privi-
leges of a collector licensed under this 
part shall file an application, with the 
required fee (see § 178.42), with ATF in 
accordance with the instructions on 
the form (see § 178.44), and pursuant to 
§ 178.47, receive from the Chief, Na-
tional Licensing Center, the license 
covering the collection of curios and 
relics. A separate license may be ob-
tained for each collection premises, 
and such license shall, subject to the 
provisions of the Act and other applica-
ble provisions of law, entitle the li-
censee to transport, ship, receive, and 
acquire curios and relics in interstate 
or foreign commerce, and to make dis-
position of curios and relics in inter-
state or foreign commerce, to any 
other person licensed under the provi-
sions of this part, for the period stated 
on the license. 

(d) The collector license provided by 
this part shall apply only to trans-
actions related to a collector’s activity 
in acquiring, holding or disposing of 
curios and relics. A collector’s license 
does not authorize the collector to en-
gage in a business required to be li-
censed under the Act or this part. 
Therefore, if the acquisitions and dis-
positions of curios and relics by a col-
lector bring the collector within the 
definition of a manufacturer, importer, 
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or dealer under this part, he shall qual-
ify as such. (See also § 178.93 of this 
part.) 

(18 U.S.C. 847 (84 Stat. 959); 18 U.S.C. 926 (82 
Stat. 1226)) 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988; T.D. 
ATF–290, 54 FR 53054, Dec. 27, 1989]

§ 178.42 License fees. 
Each applicant shall pay a fee for ob-

taining a firearms license or ammuni-
tion license, a separate fee being re-
quired for each business or collecting 
activity at each place of such business 
or activity, as follows: 

(a) For a manufacturer: 
(1) Of destructive devices, ammuni-

tion for destructive devices or armor 
piercing ammunition—$1,000 per year. 

(2) Of firearms other than destructive 
devices—$50 per year. 

(3) Of ammunition for firearms other 
than ammunition for destructive de-
vices or armor piercing ammunition—
$10 per year. 

(b) For an importer: 
(1) Of destructive devices, ammuni-

tion for destructive devices or armor 
piercing ammunition—$1,000 per year. 

(2) Of firearms other than destructive 
devices or ammunition for firearms 
other than destructive devices or am-
munition other than armor piercing 
ammunition—$50 per year. 

(c) For a dealer: 
(1) In destructive devices—$1,000 per 

year. 
(2) Who is not a dealer in destructive 

devices—$200 for 3 years, except that 
the fee for renewal of a valid license 
shall be $90 for 3 years. 

(d) For a collector of curios and rel-
ics—$10 per year. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–354, 59 FR 7112, Feb. 
14, 1994]

§ 178.43 License fee not refundable. 
No refund of any part of the amount 

paid as a license fee shall be made 
where the operations of the licensee 
are, for any reason, discontinued dur-
ing the period of an issued license. 
However, the license fee submitted 
with an application for a license shall 
be refunded if that application is de-

nied or withdrawn by the applicant 
prior to being acted upon. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10494, Mar. 31, 1988]

§ 178.44 Original license. 
(a)(1) Any person who intends to en-

gage in business as a firearms or am-
munition importer or manufacturer, or 
firearms dealer, or who has not pre-
viously been licensed under the provi-
sions of this part to so engage in busi-
ness, or who has not timely submitted 
an application for renewal of the pre-
vious license issued under this part, 
must file an application for license, 
ATF Form 7 (Firearms), in duplicate, 
with ATF in accordance with the in-
structions on the form. The application 
must: 

(i) Be executed under the penalties of 
perjury and the penalties imposed by 18 
U.S.C. 924; 

(ii) Include a photograph and finger-
prints as required in the instructions 
on the form; 

(iii) If the applicant (including, in 
the case of a corporation, partnership, 
or association, any individual pos-
sessing, directly or indirectly, the 
power to direct or cause the direction 
of the management and policies of the 
corporation, partnership, or associa-
tion) is a nonimmigrant alien, applica-
ble documentation demonstrating that 
the nonimmigrant alien falls within an 
exception to or has obtained a waiver 
from the nonimmigrant alien provision 
(e.g., a hunting license or permit law-
fully issued in the United States; waiv-
er); 

(iv) Be accompanied by a completed 
ATF Form 5300.37 (Certification of 
Compliance with State and Local Law) 
and ATF Form 5300.36 (Notification of 
Intent to Apply for a Federal Firearms 
License); and 

(v) Include the appropriate fee in the 
form of money order or check made 
payable to the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms. 

(2) ATF Forms 7 (Firearms), ATF 
Forms 5300.37, and ATF Forms 5300.36 
may be obtained by contacting any 
ATF office. 

(b) Any person who desires to obtain 
a license as a collector under the Act 
and this part, or who has not timely 
submitted an application for renewal of 
the previous license issued under this 
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