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the error was made in his office, and 
return the license. However, if the 
error resulted from information con-
tained in the licensee’s application for 
the license, the Chief, National Licens-
ing Center, shall require the licensee to 
file an amended application setting 
forth the correct information and a 
statement explaining the error con-
tained in the application. Upon receipt 
of the amended application and a satis-
factory explanation of the error, the 
Chief, National Licensing Center, shall 
make the correction on the license and 
return same to the licensee. 

(b) When the Chief, National Licens-
ing Center, finds through any means 
other than notice from the licensee 
that an incorrect license has been 
issued, the Chief, National Licensing 
Center, may require the holder of the 
incorrect license to (1) return the li-
cense for correction, and (2) if the error 
resulted from information contained in 
the licensee’s application for the li-
cense, the Chief, National Licensing 
Center, shall require the licensee to 
file an amended application setting 
forth the correct information, and a 
statement explaining the error con-
tained in the application. The Chief, 
National Licensing Center, then shall 
make the correction on the license and 
return same to the licensee. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968, unless otherwise 
noted. Redesignated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 
1975, and amended by T.D. ATF–290, 54 FR 
53054, Dec. 27, 1989]

§ 178.49 Duration of license. 
The license entitles the person to 

whom issued to engage in the business 
or activity specified on the license, 
within the limitations of the Act and 
the regulations contained in this part, 
for a three year period, unless termi-
nated sooner. 

[T.D. ATF–270, 53 FR 10495, Mar. 31, 1988]

§ 178.50 Locations covered by license. 
The license covers the class of busi-

ness or the activity specified in the li-
cense at the address specified therein. 
A separate license must be obtained for 
each location at which a firearms or 
ammunition business or activity re-
quiring a license under this part is con-
ducted except: 

(a) No license is required to cover a 
separate warehouse used by the li-
censee solely for storage of firearms or 
ammunition if the records required by 
this part are maintained at the li-
censed premises served by such ware-
house; 

(b) A licensed collector may acquire 
curios and relics at any location, and 
dispose of curios or relics to any li-
censee or to other persons who are resi-
dents of the State where the collector’s 
license is held and the disposition is 
made; 

(c) A licensee may conduct business 
at a gun show pursuant to the provi-
sion of § 178.100; or 

(d) A licensed importer, manufac-
turer, or dealer may engage in the 
business of dealing in curio or relic 
firearms with another licensee at any 
location pursuant to the provisions of 
§ 178.100. 

[T.D. ATF–191, 49 FR 46890, Nov. 29, 1984, as 
amended by T.D. ATF–401, 63 FR 35523, June 
30, 1998]

§ 178.51 License not transferable. 

Licenses issued under this part are 
not transferable. In the event of the 
lease, sale, or other transfer of the op-
erations authorized by the license, the 
successor must obtain the license re-
quired by this part prior to com-
mencing such operations. However, for 
rules on right of succession, see § 178.56.

§ 178.52 Change of address. 

(a) Licensees may during the term of 
their current license remove their busi-
ness or activity to a new location at 
which they intend regularly to carry 
on such business or activity by filing 
an Application for an Amended Federal 
Firearms License, ATF Form 5300.38, in 
duplicate, not less than 30 days prior to 
such removal with the Chief, National 
Licensing Center. The ATF Form 
5300.38 shall be completed in accord-
ance with the instructions on the form. 
The application must be executed 
under the penalties of perjury and pen-
alties imposed by 18 U.S.C. 924. The ap-
plication shall be accompanied by the 
licensee’s original license. The Chief, 
National Licensing Center, may, in 
writing, require the applicant for an 
amended license to also file completed 
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ATF Form 7 or ATF Form 7CR, or por-
tions thereof, in the manner required 
by § 178.44. 

(b) Upon receipt of a properly exe-
cuted application for an amended li-
cense, the Chief, National Licensing 
Center, shall, upon finding through fur-
ther inquiry or investigation, or other-
wise, that the applicant is qualified at 
the new location, issue the amended li-
cense, and return it to the applicant. 
The license shall be valid for the re-
mainder of the term of the original li-
cense. The Chief, National Licensing 
Center, shall, if the applicant is not 
qualified, refer the application for 
amended license to the Director of In-
dustry Operations for denial in accord-
ance with § 178.71. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1512–0525) 

[T.D. ATF–363, 60 FR 17453, Apr. 6, 1995]

§ 178.53 Change in trade name. 

A licensee continuing to conduct 
business at the location shown on his 
license is not required to obtain a new 
license by reason of a mere change in 
trade name under which he conducts 
his business: Provided, That such li-
censee furnishes his license for en-
dorsement of such change to the Chief, 
National Licensing Center within 30 
days from the date the licensee begins 
his business under the new trade name. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979; T.D. ATF–
290, 54 FR 53055, Dec. 27, 1989]

§ 178.54 Change of control. 

In the case of a corporation or asso-
ciation holding a license under this 
part, if actual or legal control of the 
corporation or association changes, di-
rectly or indirectly, whether by reason 
of change in stock ownership or control 
(in the licensed corporation or in any 
other corporation), by operations of 
law, or in any other manner, the li-
censee shall, within 30 days of such 
change, give written notification there-
of, executed under the penalties of per-
jury, to the Chief, National Licensing 
Center. Upon expiration of the license, 
the corporation or association must 

file a Form 7 (Firearms) as required by 
§ 178.44. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968, unless otherwise 
noted. Redesignated at 40 FR 16835, Apr. 15, 
1975, and amended by T.D. ATF–290, 54 FR 
53054, Dec. 27, 1989]

§ 178.55 Continuing partnerships. 

Where, under the laws of the par-
ticular State, the partnership is not 
terminated on death or insolvency of a 
partner, but continues until the wind-
ing up of the partnership affairs is 
completed, and the surviving partner 
has the exclusive right to the control 
and possession of the partnership as-
sets for the purpose of liquidation and 
settlement, such surviving partner 
may continue to operate the business 
under the license of the partnership. If 
such surviving partner acquires the 
business on completion of the settle-
ment of the partnership, he shall ob-
tain a license in his own name from the 
date of acquisition, as provided in 
§ 178.44. The rule set forth in this sec-
tion shall also apply where there is 
more than one surviving partner.

§ 178.56 Right of succession by certain 
persons. 

(a) Certain persons other than the li-
censee may secure the right to carry 
on the same firearms or ammunition 
business at the same address shown on, 
and for the remainder of the term of, a 
current license. Such persons are: 

(1) The surviving spouse or child, or 
executor, administrator, or other legal 
representative of a deceased licensee; 
and 

(2) A receiver or trustee in bank-
ruptcy, or an assignee for benefit of 
creditors. 

(b) In order to secure the right pro-
vided by this section, the person or per-
sons continuing the business shall fur-
nish the license for that business for 
endorsement of such succession to the 
Chief, National Licensing Center, with-
in 30 days from the date on which the 
successor begins to carry on the busi-
ness. 

[33 FR 18555, Dec. 14, 1968. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979; T.D. ATF–
290, 54 FR 53055, Dec. 27, 1989]
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