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Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Treasury § 179.26

such device is impracticable, the per-
son requesting the ruling shall so ad-
vise the Director and designate the 
place where the device will be available 
for examination and evaluation. 

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979]

§ 179.25 Collector’s items. 
The Director shall determine in ac-

cordance with 26 U.S.C. 5845(a), wheth-
er a firearm or device, which although 
originally designed as a weapon, is by 
reason of the date of its manufacture, 
value, design, and other characteristics 
primarily a collector’s item and is not 
likely to be used as a weapon. A person 
who desires to obtain a determination 
under that provision of law shall follow 
the procedures prescribed in § 179.24 re-
lating to destructive device determina-
tions, and shall include information as 
to date of manufacture, value, design 
and other characteristics which would 
sustain a finding that the firearm or 
device is primarily a collector’s item 
and is not likely to be used as a weap-
on. 

[36 FR 14256, Aug. 3, 1971. Redesignated at 40 
FR 16835, Apr. 15, 1975, and amended by T.D. 
ATF–48, 44 FR 55842, Sept. 28, 1979]

§ 179.26 Alternate methods or proce-
dures; emergency variations from 
requirements. 

(a) Alternate methods or procedures. 
Any person subject to the provisions of 
this part, on specific approval by the 
Director as provided in this paragraph, 
may use an alternate method or proce-
dure in lieu of a method or procedure 
specifically prescribed in this part. The 
Director may approve an alternate 
method or procedure, subject to stated 
conditions, when it is found that: 

(1) Good cause is shown for the use of 
the alternate method or procedure; 

(2) The alternate method or proce-
dure is within the purpose of, and con-
sistent with the effect intended by, the 
specifically prescribed method or pro-
cedure and that the alternate method 
or procedure is substantially equiva-
lent to that specifically prescribed 
method or procedure; and 

(3) The alternate method or proce-
dure will not be contrary to any provi-
sion of law and will not result in an in-

crease in cost to the Government or 
hinder the effective administration of 
this part. Where such person desires to 
employ an alternate method or proce-
dure, a written application shall be 
submitted to the appropriate regional 
director (compliance), for transmittal 
to the Director. The application shall 
specifically describe the proposed al-
ternate method or procedure and shall 
set forth the reasons for it. Alternate 
methods or procedures may not be em-
ployed until the application is ap-
proved by the Director. Such person 
shall, during the period of authoriza-
tion of an alternate method or proce-
dure, comply with the terms of the ap-
proved application. Authorization of 
any alternate method or procedure 
may be withdrawn whenever, in the 
judgment of the Director, the effective 
administration of this part is hindered 
by the continuation of the authoriza-
tion. 

(b) Emergency variations from require-
ments. The Director may approve a 
method of operation other than as 
specified in this part, where it is found 
that an emergency exists and the pro-
posed variation from the specified re-
quirements are necessary and the pro-
posed variations (1) will not hinder the 
effective administration of this part, 
and (2) will not be contrary to any pro-
visions of law. Variations from require-
ments granted under this paragraph 
are conditioned on compliance with the 
procedures, conditions, and limitations 
set forth in the approval of the applica-
tion. Failure to comply in good faith 
with the procedures, conditions, and 
limitations shall automatically termi-
nate the authority for the variations, 
and the person granted the variance 
shall fully comply with the prescribed 
requirements of regulations from 
which the variations were authorized. 
Authority for any variation may be 
withdrawn whenever, in the judgment 
of the Director, the effective adminis-
tration of this part is hindered by the 
continuation of the variation. Where a 
person desires to employ an emergency 
variation, a written application shall 
be submitted to the appropriate re-
gional director (compliance) for trans-
mittal to the Director. The application 
shall describe the proposed variation 
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